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Scotland are duly qualified lawyers, and 1
believe that there they may call themselves
solicitors. Law agents of Secotland are ad-
mitted in most of the other States of Aus-
tralin and most other parts of the Empire.

The other amendment is to permit the
holder of a degree in law or jurisprudence
of n university lo become a practitioner in
Western Australia. This proposal has been
put forward at the request of the Professor
of Law at our University, who points out
that Rhodes scholars who go to Oxford and
take law, get their degree of Bachelor of
Civil Laws, which is a very high onme. In
order to be permitted to practise in Western
Australia they would have to go further and
qualify through one of the inns of court,
and that means further fees, I gather it
does not involve any further examination be-
cause I understand that the inns of court
aceept that degrer. Anywav a Bachelor of
Civil Law is a higher degree than that of
Barrister-at-Law of one of the inns of court
of London. It is, therefore, thought that
they should be admitted, and the request of
Professor Beazley is reasonable. The matter
was submitted to the Solicitor General who
is a Barrister-at-Law of one of the inns. He
also thinks that this is quite reasonable. It
is really for the purpose of assisting, rightly,
any person who goes to Oxford and takes
a high degree in law, so that he may be
called to the Bar in Western Australia with-
ont having to go to some needless expense
and extra time in passing through one of the
inng. I have pleasure in submitting this
measure for the favourable consideration of
members. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.32 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.

4.30

BILLS (2)—FIBST READING.

1, War Service Land Settlement Agree-
ment.

2, War Service Land Settlement Agree-
ment (Land Act Application).
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

BILL—SUPREME COURT ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Read a third time and returned to the
Counell with amendments.

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDIN-
ATION ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR, WATTS (Kalanning) [4.37]: This
Bill seeks to amend the State Transport
Co-ordination Act mainly in the direetion
of enahling the Transport Board to oper-
ate north of the 26th parallel of south lati-
tude. When the original Aet was passed in
1933, it was apparently not considered
likely that the operations of the board
would need to extend into the northern
areas. In consequence, presumably, provi-
sion was made in the Aet to the effect I
have just mentioned. Times and the needs
of the North-West have changed, and the
faet that motor and air transport have be-
come vastly more popular and serviceable
in the intervening years bas rendered it
necessary for some alteration to be made
in the law. The Minister for Transport in
addressing the House yesterday indicated
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that this Bill was necessary io meet the
conditions and amenities available to the
people of the North, To the extent that it
will enable the Transport Board to assist
in bringing about better transport services
in that area that will be so. It will enable
that board to subsidise services so as to
make the cost of transport to the people
who have to use it less than if the trans-
porter had to make a profit without that
subsidy.

I have had some experience in the south-
ern areag of the State of transport services
that are subsidised for that very purpose
and, within limits, they have conferred
upon the people concerned a very consider-
able benefit. They have, in many cases,
where no railways operate resulted in road
transport being availahle at transport rates
which compare reasonably favourably with
with the ruling railway rates, over the samne
distances and in respect of the same type
of poods that have to he earried. For in-
stance, superphosphate, which has a very
low freight rate on the railways—and quite
rightly so—is earried by these transport
earriers at a rate reasonably comparable
with that which would be charged by the
railways over the same distance. The trans-
port earrier makes up the difference by a
subsidy from the Transport Board. But
the revenue of the Transport Board is dis-
tinetly limited. 1 remember well that when
the proposal for subsidising services such
as I have just mentioned came before us,
it was first of all by way of a special grant
to be made by the Treasury for the purpose
of enabling the board to pay those sub-
sidies, Later the Transport Board sought
an amendment to the Ae¢t to enable 1t to
use the revenues it received from bus
license fees and suchlike for this particular
purpose, and that privilege was given to it
by Parliament.

As far as I know that privilege has been
exercised in an extremely sensible way over
the intervening years. Bui now we are
going into an area of very great distances
where the problems of transport are far
more involved thean in the areas I have in
mind, not excluding the rather larger trans-
port service on a subsidised basis, which is
run to what is known as the Lakes dis-
triet to the east of the Great Southern
areas. It seems to me that the revenue of
the Transport Board, as at present pro-
vided, will not be anything like substantial
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enough to enable it to effect a great deal
of improvement in the areas to which the
Minister referred. Of course I support the
Bill because ever if the Transport Board
cannot do as much as perhaps-we would
think it ought to do, we can be quite satis-
fied if the measure will enable the board
to make some contribution to the better-
ment of the conditions obtaining in those
areas. At the same time I trust that this
is not the only contribution to the better-
ment of the conditions in the North-West
areas of the State that the Government pro-
poses.

I hope there is in sight some definite
policy of rehabilitation for that part of
‘Western Australia, so far as it can be re-
habilitated, and that the provision of a
greater measure of eontentment ecan be de-
veloped in the very diffienlt circumstances
in which the people concerned find them-
selves. We have heard little or mothing
about any such intentions on the part of
the Government. I am prepared at the
moment to presume there is in sight or
under consideration some policy, details of
which will be made public in the near
future.

The Minister for Works: Your presump-
tion is very wise.

Mr. WATTS: If that is not so, then in-
deed the Bill will be a very poor contribu-
tion to the solution of the problem. I can
only hope that we shall be told in the near
future what is intended so that we can give
consideration to matters of far greatex
moment than this now involves. To the ex-
tent that the Bill goes, I welcome it and
support the second reading without reser-
vation.

HON, N, EEENAN (Nedlands) [4.46]:
The Bill proposes to repeal the section of the
State Transport Co-ordination Aet, which
excludes from its operations all that portion
of Western Australia north of the 26th
parallel of south latitude. The reason ad-
vanced for excluding that portion of the
State from the operations of that part of
the Act to which I allude, is that it is now
intended to assist the development of the
North by the institution of new routes and
by supporting them by some grant from the
Transport Board, if such grant should be
neceszary. That is a very praiseworthy ob-
jeet—if the money is available.
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Hon. J. C. Willecock: Yes, if!
Hon. N, KEENAN: It should produce

beneficial results, but it appears to me, and.

also to the Leader of the Opposition, that
there is grave doubt as to the necessary
money heing available. The board has very
limited funds and it has undertaken burdens
in ¢onnection with some services already ren-
dered in parts of the State south of the de-
gree of latitude I have mentioned. To what
extent this measure is more than an expres-
sion of pious opinion appears very dounbtful.
The Leader of the Opposition is prepared to
support it even though it should be merely
nothing but a pious opinion. Such an atti-
tude has perhaps some reason behind if,
although it does not appeal very much to
me. I bave no doubt that when the Minister
is explaining the position to the House he
will assure members that he has good grounds
for saying that the Treasurer is prepared to

make funds available to the board. If that:

is the position it naturally establishes the
whole matter on a basis that enables it to
be regarded from g different point of view.
It will not then be merely a matter of pious
opinioh but & proposal to which effect ean
be given, dealing with what we all agree is
an estimahble object.

The Minister for Works: I would not ad-
vise you to stir up the Minister too much.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not know which
Minister to believe. I do mot know whether
one Minister has explained the position with
complete truth, and whether another Minis-
ter does not hold the same opinions,

The Minister for Lands: It is not difficult
to determine.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Apparently there is
some difference of opinion between Ministers.

The Minister for Lands: We are a very
united hody.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The Bill also pro-
poses to repeal Section 45 of the principal
Act with a view to inserting a new section
to provide that no aircraft shall operate from
one part of the State to another unless it is
licensed in accordance with the measure. I
cannot quife grasp why the amendment is
asked for beeause, as I remember the posi-
tion when Section 45 was included in the
Act, it was considered at that time not desir-
able to apply this particular part of the Act
to amy service operated by air from any
portion of the State to another part north
of the 26th parallel of south latitnde. I
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do not know why the position has changed.
Is there any reason for it? Are there new
companies applying for licenses, that will
be in conflict with existing companies? Is
there any need for the alteration, or is it
advanced purely from a desire fo have a
change?

When the Minister replies, I would like
to know the particnlar reasons for making,
at this stage, all cartage by air from any

“one part of the State to another subject to

this legislation as set out in the Bill. On
the whole, the measure will commend itself
to the House but, if we have a law that
apparently seems reasonable, that law should
apply universally. For some reason which
no doubt the member for Geraldton will be
able to give to the House— )

Hon. J. C. Willcock: I introduced the
Bill—

Hon. N. EEENAN: —this proposal em-
bodied in the measure has been placed before
us. If there was good reason for the in-
elusion of the section in the prineipal Aect,
has that reason ceased to exist?

Mr. Rodoreda: The legislation contained
many provisions that were impossible of
application up north.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I would like to know
why this particular matter has been reviewed
in such a light—not that I object to it be-
cause, as I mentioned previously, it seems
to me that a law should apply universaily
unless there is some strong reason to the
contrary, but, if there is any strong reason
to the econtrary, it should remain and be given
effect to. Those are the only points to which
T desire to draw attention.

On motion by Mr. W. Hegney, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—RAILWAYS CLASSIFTICATION
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [4.50]: I think
therc is no objection to this Bill. There is
something to be said in favour of industrial
unions of workers being registered under
the Industrial Atbitration Aet. For many
vears the Railway Officers’ Union has held
a privileged position under the Railways-
Classification Board Act; and, as the Bill
aims at elarifying the legal position, I see
no objection to this action being taken. Re-
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garding the provision for recovery of sub-
seriptions and levies owing, as these are just
debts owing to the union they should be
recoverable through the courts. The party
1o which I belong believes in that poliey, too.
After all, they are just debts. T can see no
reason why the Railway Officers’” Union
should be treated differently from any other

union in the matter of the recovery of debts

owing to it. I support the second reading.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

1n Committee.

Bill passed throngh Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
reported adopted.

BILL—AIR NAVIGATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth} [4.56]: The
Air Navigation Aect, 1937, provides that
Commonwealth regulations in force, applic-
able and in relation to air navigation within
the territories under the authority of the
Commonwealtk, shall apply to and be in
force in Western Australia. Those regula-
tions deal partienlarly with the licensing of
pilots, provisions relating to the airworthiness
of aireraft, rules of the air, ete. In addition,
aircraft  operating within the State require
a license under the State Transport Co-or-
dination Act. It has been suggested that the
power given under the State Air Navigation
Aet might imply that the provisions relat-
ing to air transport imposed by the State
Transport Co-ordination Act might therefore
not apply. This was not intended either hy
"the Commonwealth or by the State, and this
Bill will put the matter beyond all doubt.
The fact is that the State Act applies in ¢on-
Junetion with the Commonwealth regulations.
This Bill is therefore useful in clearing up
any possible doubt in this respect and there
can be, in my opinion, no objection to it.
I support the second reading.

MER. NCRTH (Claremont) [4.58]: I
- desire to support the Bill. I was glad to
"learn recently by an answer to a question
that there are applications from air firms in
Western Australia to provide transport

18!

planes to the southern ports and county
towns. This is o new development and wi
have a big effect, perhaps, on the railwa
system. I asked the Minister whether b
thought it would and he replied that it w.
being considered. The introduction of a
transport on these routes will not necessaril
mean the toking over of all the traff
operating. It may be found that the al
transport will cater only for a small sectio
of the travelling public who wish to traw
at a high rate of speed and who presnmabl
will pay higher fares than are charged b
the Railway Department. However, it ma
be found in the future that if increase
accommodation is provided in planes an
Pares are lowered, people will be travellin
to Albany, Bunbury and country town
almost entirely by plane. In the meantim
I hope that the Minister for Railways wi
not overlook the practical proposition, whie
is that 75 per cent. of the passengers wi
at the start still be using the railways, an
that from his peint of view he will not ovex
look improving the railway service in ever
way possible.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Gommittee.

Bill passed through Committee withou
debate, reported without amendment and th
report adopted.

RESOLUTION—GAOL SITE AND
MODERN PRISON REQUIREMENTS.

To Inguire by Joint Committee.

Debate resumed from the 6th November o
the following resolution (as amended) re
ceived from the Counecil :—

That a Committee of three members of eacl
:'H(t),ue of Parliament be appointed to inquir
into: —

(a) The requirements for a modern gaol.

(b} Whether the site seleceted by the Gow

ernment, known as the Claremont site
should be used for this purpose;

{c} If not, to report on and recommend an:

alternative site;

(d) In view of the types of prisoners whic

have recontly been kept at Pardelu
Prison Farm and tht number of e:
capes therefrom, whether sneh priso
should net be closed and all prisones
kept in the modern gaol to be erecte
and Pardelup used for some othe
public purpose. .
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That the Committes may adjourn from time to
time, and from place to place; may sit on
those days over which the Houses stand ad-
journed; have power to call for persous,
pepers, and records; and shall report to His
Excellency the Ligut.-Governor.

Mr, SPEAKER: The question is—

That the resclution, as amended, be agreed
to.

MR. GRAHAM (Rast Perth) [5.0]: 1
followed the discussion on this matter with
considerable interest, and about the only two
points worthy of mention that I have been
able to discern in the debate were first of
all that a site for a new gaol would meet
with opposition, no matter where it was;
and secondly, that members of this Hounse or
of the Legislative Couneil are not competent
to determine where such a gaol should be
established. I have quite a number of obser-
vations I desire to make on the whole pro-
position. I have followed with interest not
only the deliberations in Parliament, but
also the actions, discussions and wmeetings
that oecurred prior to those deliberations.
At the outset, I want to say that I am sur-
prised, disappointed, and somewhat disgusted
that the Government should have taken the
step it has of submitting the matter to Par-
liament and proposing that it should be in-
quired into by a Joint Committee.

Mr. Thorn: You think it should be sub-
mitted to Trades Hall, do you?

Mr. GRAHAM: Some of the interjections
from the Opposition indicate to me clearly
why members on that side of the House re-
main in opposition. If they would endea-
vour to pay heed to the points being adduced,
they might be a little more enlightened than
their interjections give evidence of their
being.

Mr. Thorn: Go up onel

Mr. GRAHAM: I was going to say that
this move on the part of the Government
might give a certain amount of satisfaction
to members of the Opposition—and appar-
ently it has—and more particularly to mem-
bers of the Legislative Council, owing to
the fact that they are being given an oppor-
tunity to determine what to my mind is
purely an administrative matter. It would
appear on the surface that the Government
is exhibiting a certain lack of courage in
dealing with this matter. After all, what
one might well term & storm in & teacup has
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been generated by certain local governing
bodies, not the least of which is the Perth
City Couneil.

Mr. Thorn: They will be on the right
track when they get yon in the Government;
there will be no trouble then.

Mr. GRAHAM: These protests have been
generated by local governing bodies, and
I for one am by no means prepared to bow
to the will of or pressure applied by quasi-
governmental institutions which are not
representative of the people generally. My
attitnde towards another place is sufficiently
well-known ; but local governing bodies are
not even as representative of the people as
is the Legislative Council. Therefore, as
one who represents the majority of adults in
his electorate, I do not see why I should
be stampeded into lending any assistance to
a move which is pandering to the views of
those who occupy places of privilege and
have been elected on an extremely restricted
franchise,

Unfortunately, very many of the local
governing bodies who, I think, are at the
bottom of this business are anti-Government
and anti-Parliament. I have had many in-
stances of where those authorities and the
individual members of them have shown an
extreme bias in that direction. I submit—
and I have stated this previously—that a
Government, as the term implies, is elected
to that responsible position for the purpose
of governing. There are certain administra-
tion matters which are peenliarly and pro-
perly the provinee of a Government. I eall
to mind a statement made by a senior Cab-
inet Minister not se very long ago with
regard to this very same prineiple. He
stated—

The Government is elected for the purpose
of initiating and carrying into effect public
works for the purpose of developing the State
in regard to its production and for the further
purpose of providing services of different
kinds.

He went on fo say—

If thé Government fails in this phase of its
activities, then it is anewerable in the first
place to Parliament for ite failure and in the
second place to the people as a whole when the
general election takes place, The Government
will be held responsible and properly so by the
people of the State.

So with regard to this particular matter,
irrespective of what decision is ultimately
reached, the Government will have to shoul-
der the burden of respomsibility, and I gee
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" no reason why the Government should not
“bo prepared to do that. I would have
_ thought, too, that in the light of the ex-
perience the Government had in connection
with its endeavour to secure a portion of
Government House grounds for the purpose
of erecting Government offices, and the op-
- pogition generated on that occasion; and in.
view of the fact that ultimately, when a
Joint Select Committee was appointed, there
was unanimous approval of the choice made;
I say that ip view of those circumstances,
-1 would have thought the Government would
not be prepared to repeat such a perfor-
mence. The Government, of course, is in
the position of having available to it expert
and tcchnical advice; end I presume thaf
before any step is faken such as that econ-
templated in connection with the gaol site,
all inquiries necessary would first of all be
made.

It is interesting to record the persons
whose views were taken into consideration
in regard to the gaol site. There was tho
Director of Works, the Under Treasurer,
the Public Service Commissioner, the Under
Secretary for Works, the Principal Archi-
teet, the Town Planning Commissioner, the
Deputy Controller of Prisons, and the Land
Resumption Officer. In addition, the ser-
vices of Mr. Akeroyd from the Eastern
States, who is recognised as an outstanding
anthority on criminology and penology in
Australia, were called npon.

All those gentlemen, with specialised
knowledge, thoroughly investigated the
position, and reported to the Govern-
ment; and the Government accepted
their reecommendafion, Now it appesrs
that because of pressure from cer-
fain quarters, the Government shows a
tendency to run away from the proposition.
If this Joint Committee is appointed
in the terms of the motion which is before
us, I can vispalise that it will have to ap-
proach those same persons, or many of them,
to secure evidence frem them in order to
enable it to bring down a report. I feel,
therefore, that it is merely a waste of time
to follow or even contemplate such a course.
Io addition to that, the members will prob-
ably bave to go to the same places and in-
speet the same sites,

While I do not intend this as any reflec-
tion on members, I suggest that none of ns
is s competent to assess the requirements
and conditions generally, bearing in mind all

the other features associated with such
project, as are the people I have mention
who are specialists for the purpose of und
taking not specifically this task but dut
associated with it, and problems affect;
the Staie generally. I mentioned the Pe
City Council. Y want to say there is
suggestion, as far as I am aware, of a v
detta between the Perth City Couneil s
myself. That body wrote to me on the 2!
Jannary of this year asking my support
its objeetions to the proposed rew gaol s
On the 7th February, less than a fortni
later, I replied, asking the council to sup;
me with reasons for its objeetion. Th
was then a lapse of more than two mont
at the expiration of which the Perth C
Council wrote to me snd stated that it v
appointing a committee for the purpose
investigating the position, with a view
ascertaining reasons for its objection. T
shows, therefore, as I suspected at the o
set, that all this storm in a teacup, all ¢
trouble, was being raised by local govern:
bodies without their having examined
proposition, Strangely, and more sign
cantly, I ascertained that certain responsi
officers of the council had been allotted
task of drawing up reasons for the C
Couneil’s objection.

Mr. Read: Every Minister does that b

Mr. GRAHAM: Strangely enough, cert
of those departmental heads brought do
recommendations in favour of the propo
new site which, of course, gives added wej
to one of my opening statements: that
least a number of local governing bodies
definitely anti-Government and anti-Par
ment in outlook. Here we have a concr
instance of a loeal governing body hav
protested without first investigating the qu
tion, I have that in black and white fr
the council. Then afterwards, when a
partmental officer—that is, the head of
of its departments—had made an invegfi
tion, be favoured the site contemplated
the Government. Again, there was the o
ter of the petition signed by so many th
sands of ratepayers.

Mr. Read: There were 16,000.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes. These peo
signed because of the frightful effect
establishment of & gaol on that site wo
rpparenily have upon their litile holdis
their homes, their land values, and so
but I think it is generally recognised tha
is possible to get just about anyone to s
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15t mbout any petition with regard to just
bout anything! I am aware of where per-
yms pave signed pefitions both for and
zainst certain proposals. Therefore, I sug-
est that the presentation of petitions is
1erely a waste of time, and I refuse to be
fluenced by them. In any event—and this
oint was teken up by the Chief Secretary
‘hen a deputation waited upon him—the
lan that accompanied the sheet on which
ke signatures were affixed, was definitely
sleading,

I have a copy of the plan, which was sup-
lied to me by the courtesy of the City
‘ouncil. Unless one were particularly care-
ul in noting the key on the side of the plan,
ne would be led to believe that the site
roposed would occupy at least 1,000 acres,
thereas it is known that the site selected
overs only 225 acres, and that the aetual
a0l ares will not exceed 10 acres in all,
/hile erected on that site wounld be a modern
nd model institution to house the unhappy
nmates. Aceordingly there would be noth-
ng offensive to the eye about that strueture.
\ fertile imagination might visualise all
orts of terrible things, and if we allowed
air minds to wander we could speculate on
he terrible circumstances that might exist
n that institution, but if we are to be in-
lnenced by such aberrations of people’s
ninds I think very little action of any sort
vill be taken.

On the 3rd June of this year the “Sunday
[imes” gave prominence to this matter. It
s>ublished an article under a full picture
Mlan showing the gaol site and the surround-
ng territory oceupying in all about half a
ange. Every argument that could possibly be
idduced in favour of the site was submitted
)y the “Sunday Times.” T do not know the
sireulation of that paper, but I would think
it has not less than a reading public of
150,000 or 200,000, yet, strangely enoungh, in
csiew of the faet that 16,000 people signed the
petition that I have mentioned, there was not
me single letter or word or 'phone ¢all of
rritieism adverse fo the proposal as outlined
in that naper. I therefore suggest that the
fulminations of many of the civie fathers,
and the trouble they have attempted to create,
ire so much hot.gir, because if ever there
was n definite proposition presented it was
presented in that paper.

If there was any real opposition that
artiele would have provoked it, yet not one
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single profest was lodged with that paper.
The heading of the article, which embraeed
the picture, was “The Government has made
the right choice in the site for a new gaol.
It will be here,” and there was a finger
pointing to the plan, which has appeared in
other publications as well. Included in the
150,000 0dd readers would be many thousands
of persons who, becanse of the false plan
supplied by the Perth City Counecil, wounld
believe that they were directly affected, yet
they were unmoved by it. Possibly that was
because of the overwhelming nature of the
arguments presented by that paper. I am
personally unable to say yea or nay to the
question whether that area is a suitable site
or not.

Mr. Abbott: Do you not think members
should bave an opportunity to say yea or
nay?

Mr. GRAHAM: As I have said, I think
the Government is elected to govern. It has
the advaniage of trained technical advisers.
On this oceasion the Government went be-
yond that and got expert advice from an-
other part of Australia. Bearing those facts
in mind and being appreciative of possible
repercussions, the Government eame to a
decision on the matter. 1t has been stated
that no decision was made by the Govern-
ment, but I will guote from the reply given
by the Chief Secretary to the deputation, as
published in “The West Australian” of the
24th May this year. The Chief Secretary’s
opening words were:—

The decision of the Government to aequire
some 225 aeres adjoining the Claremont Mental
ITospital ag a site for future gaol requirements
wag not arrived at without considerable thought
and investigation,

That indicated that the Government at that
time had made a decision in favaur of that
particular site but, as I have said, the Gov-
ernment has in its employ certain well-paid
officers for the purpose of advising it. That
advice was sobmitted and the Government
accepted it. My chief purpose in speaking
on this measure is that bodies outside the
Government, not nearly as representative of
the people, have generated this storm. I
take the strongest exeeption to the Legislative
Couneil playing a part in determining a
matter which, to my mind, is solely the
prerogative of the Government—

Mr. Abbott: Not “solely” at all.

Mr. GRAHAM: —becauge this is purely
an administrative matter and it is quite.with-
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in the province of members at any time,
when a definite pronouncement has been made
by the Government, to move a motion for
the purpose of baving the Government alter
its plans. It is, the Government’s place to
govern and not give way to pressure from
outside groups. If it were pressure from
the public generally it would be an altogether
different matter.

Mr. North: Tt takes a strong man to
admit a mistake.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know that the
Government has made any mistake in this
matter.

Mr. North: That is the point; the mem-
ber for East Perth does not know anything
abont it.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Government has sub-
mitted to pressure from ecertain quarters.

The Premier: There is a lot that the mem-
ber for East Perth does not know.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Premier will have an
opportunity to demonstrate what he knows
about the matter, his knowledge being far
greater than mine, He will have an opportun-
ity to demonstrate in what direstions my
statement is in error, If the Premier has al-
ready spoken on this matter he has his
deputies to call upon. As to the suggestion
that the whole area in elose proximity to
the proposed site should be cleared, my
view is to the contrary. I believe the area
in question has to some extent zoned itself,
largely as an institutional area. There i3
a number of other covsiderations such as, for
instance, the matter of a sewerage treats
ment works whieh, while not highly offen-
sive—notwithstanding a popular belief to
the contrary—it is not desirable to have in
close proximity to institutions or homes.
That area has zoned itself to some extent,
and I feel that those institutions should be
within reasonable distance of the centre of
the City of Perth.

T eannot see why those mentally afflicted
or those who have breached the law and
who are therefore, in some respects at least,
mentally diseased, should be placed on the
other gide of the hills from whence, if that
course was resorted to, I suppose there
would also be objections. Why shounld there
be the suggestion that we should embark on
a policy of placing these people out of
sight, where they would bé out of mind?
I see nothing obnozious about these un-
fortunates and I think our whole attitude

and outlook should have a hasis of sy
pathy towards them, and an endeavt
should be made to help cure them of i
maladies from which they suffer, maki
them feel that they are not exiles but s
part and parcel of a sympathetic comm
ity that is determined to assist them a2
rehabilitate them. If they are sent to so
place miles away it will have a psyel
logical effect on them, As I have sa
there is nothing offensive to the visi
about these institutions.

I have stood on Reabold Hill overlooki
the Claremont Mental Asylum and he
looked down on the handsome buildis
that are being used for a public purpo
In the same way one would look at a n
modern gaol, which would be quite a ple:
ant looking structure. Perhaps one wot
see certain inmates moving about
grounds, which wounld be reasonably e«
fined, but there would be no dwellir
within a considerable distance. T belie
our attitude towards the inmates shou
change and, instead of despising them, ¢
attitude should be one of sympathy. It
because of a negative state of mind th
this desire exists to transport these peo
away from civilisation so that we ¢
conveniently forget them. Some econsid:
ation is due also to the relatives
these unfortunates and to others w

- may ecare to visit them. Visitors are nat

ally a considerable help in restoring to
balanced state of mind the inmates of bo
mental and penal institutions. They he
bring those unfortunates back to a norm
mental state snch as we desire to see.

Consideration must also he given to t
welfare of the staffs of such institutior
Though they are not in eonsiderable nu
bers it is a specialised type of individu
that should be employed in such instit
tions and some selection should be ma
in their appointment. Such persons shou
receive a psychological training for t
somewhat unpleasant task they have to f1
fil. If such institutions are placed mai
miles from Perth and away from reaso
able facilities and amenities, the best ty;
of individual will not be attracted to th
very important work. That is a factor th.
shounld be taken into consideration. All
us have been, either directly or indircetl
eontributors to the position of the unfort
nate people to whom I have referred. The
have been, in recent years, wars, depre
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ions and inequalities in our economie
nake-up. Many such people are the vietims
£ those circumstanees and the maladies
rom which they suffer manifest themselves
0 many ways. Some become mentally un-
ralenced; others are affected by the en-
‘ironment and type of home, a state of af-
airg, unforfunately, over which parents
wve little control because of the conditions
f the times. Many boys and girls have
lrifted into a life of lawlessness and ir-
esponsibility on this aceount and in later
ears have found themselves incareerated.

Surely we should give some consideration
o the question of treating these offenders
ympathetically and not as pariabs; Wa
hould not seek to transport them to dis-
ant places for the purpose of having them
mt of sight and, accordingly, out of mind.
" conclude on the note that the decision of
he Government to submit this resolution
‘or the appointment of a Joint Committee
s a direct contradiction of its attitude to
he proposal to appoint a Parliamentary
:ommittee on another matter, one whieh is
nurely a matter of administration. I sub-
nit that the Government should make up
ts mind and in no cireumstances should
rermit the Legislative Couneil, which 1s re-
sesentative of only a fraction of the
seople, to influence its decisions one way
r the other.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [5.32]: I have
ot been influenced in my views by local
wthorities becanse not one has approached
ne by letter or in any other way. 1 eon-
ider that a prineiple is involved in the
Jouncil’s resolution.  Institutions of this
iort should not be located in the metropolitan
irea, or even in the greater metropolitan
wea. I visualise what is done in other eoun-
ries. I call to mind Dartmoor. If one
sould find a more drab place than Dart-
noor or even Wormwood Scrubs, I should
ike to know where it is.

Hon. N. Keenan: Have you seen it{

Mr. CROSS: Yes, but T have not heen
ngide it. Dartmoor is located on low-lying
sountry and in winfer-time is ususlly en-
reloped in heavy fog during a great part
if the day. We do not send people to gaol
n order to provide them with amenities.
They are sent to prison by way of punish-
nent, and the main part of their punish-
pent lies in being removed from the ameni-
des and the bright lights of the ecities from
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which most of them emanate. The attitude
adopted by the Goverpment to another mat-
ter a week ago, a matter that affected the
health of the community, was vastly dif-
ferent,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in diseussing a question
that has slready been disposed of by the
House.

Mr. CROSS: I repeat that in my opinion
institutions like gaols should not be located
in the greater metropolitan area. The Gov-
ernment has received plenty of advice on
the question of the site for a new gaol. It
has had advice from its experts. T shall
not support this motion for the appointment
of another committee of inquiry, but shall
indicate what I consider ought to be done.
A few years ago when transport was slow,
it could have been said that accused persons
held pending trial should be kept near the
city so that their lawyers could have easy
access to them. When the gaol was at Fre-
mantle, if & man was remanded for a week,
his lawyer did not have to go to Fremantle
to interview him. The man was kept at the
City lock-up and the lawyer was able to
contact his client without having to travel
to Fremantle. When & man is brought up
for trial, the fact of his being held 20 or
30 miles away from the city would present
no great diffieulty in these days of fast

* transport when the average speed in the

eountry, even for trucks, is over 30 miles
an hour.

The best place to put the new gaol—in
fact, there are two places where it might be
put—is within easy reach of the eity. I
g¢e no reason why a portion of Rotinest
Island should not be reserved for a gaol site.
If that were done, prisoners would not be
able to escape so easily.

Mr. Thorn: There used to be a gaol at
Rottnest.

My. CROSS: Alternatively, a site could be
selected in the hills within 30 miles of the
city.

Mr. Thorn: Stick to Rottnest.

. Mr. CROSS: A zaol eould well be located
in the hills 20 or 30 miles away, and ameni-
ties could be provided for the staff. Buses
eould be run at suitable times, not only for
the convenience of the staff but also to cater
for visitors to the gaol. I certainly do not
think that, in these modern times when Perth
is extending so rapidly, a gaol should be
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built in the greater metropolitan area. I
believe that the Government has all the re-
quisite information at its disposal and that
to hold an inguiry would be merely a waste
of money. The Government has had advice
from experts, even from outside the State.
I would have the gaol located out of the
city, just as I would the sanitary site. These
nuisances should not be located in the centres
of population. A sgite in the hills ecould ba
selected from which it won'd not be easy for
prisoners to escape. Suitable land could ba
obtained so that produce required for the
consumption of the inmates could be grown.
If & site at Rottnest were adopted, the pris-
oners would not have to be confined so much
within the four walls of the gaol. They
would be able to cultivate the land and mzke

the gaol almost self-supporting. I shall
oppose the motion.
MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)

[6.39]: I shall not support the motion be-
eause I consider this is not a matter for in-
quiry by a Joint Committes. The two pre-
eeding speskers have stressed the fact that
the Government has already received expert
advice, and I fail to sce what other advice
of benefit could be obtained by a committee,
It lias been said, and rightly so, that no mat-
ter where the site may be, opposition to it
will be aroused.

During the debate, mention has been made
of opposition from vested interests. That is
probably correct, but other than vested in-
terests arc concerned in this maiter. There
are political interests as well, and when I
say that, T do not mean party politieal inter-
ests. T venture to say that the members of a
committee of inquiry would take earc that the
gaol was not located in their electorates, and
80 I do not think we would be likely to get
a helpful decision from 2 eommittee. Mem-
bers representing metropolitan seats sare
unanimously of opinion that the gaol should
not be located in the metropolitan area. We
Enow that, on account of the density of
population in the metropolitan area, most of
the crime is committed there, and so we
should have a gaol somewhere in fairly elose
proximity to it.

Mr. Seward: So that prisoners may get in
and out quickly?

Mr. McLARTY : A fairly extensive area is
required for a gaol site so that prisoners may
bo given work to do.

Mr. W. Hegney: What is wrong with P
jarra?

Mr. McLARTY: We read about senten
to hard labour being imposed, but I .
afraid that often there is mot much hs
labour about them. When a man is i
prisoned, I think he should do somethi
towards providing for his own keep. If
were placed on an area where he could
given farm work or be required to help
growing vegetables,: cutting firewood =
doing other essential work, for instance,
shonld be compelled to do it. There is
too much talk about giving prisoners spec
treatment and not regarding them as erir
nals. Some people advocate that they shot
be feted or led to believe that they are I
prisoners, '

Mr. Kelly: Have you never strayed fr
the strait and narrow path?

Mr. McLARTY: Yes; but these prison
have committed erimes, and should
punished aceording to law. The member |
East Perth referred to petitions being p
sented and I think he was right in the vie
he expressed. I hope the Government |
not been influenced by the petitions lodg
cven thongh they might have been extensi
ly signed. I do not intend to say anythi
about the proposed gaol site, but the me
ber for East Perth was right in the sta
ment that people will sign any petition;
fact, many people sign petitions withc
even reading them. We have had instan
of candidates having been invited by «
tensively signed petitions to stand for P
liament and, when they have done so, th
have lost their deposits. I think the Gove
ment should adhere to the expert sdviee.
feel that an inquiry by a Joint Commitl
will not further the interests of the Goves
ment in the least degree. If further adw
is required, let other experts be called in a
let them examine the site that has been
comwended. By adopting this eourse, I |
lieve that far more good will result than
appointing a Joint Committee.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiac
[5.45]: I had no intention of speaking
this subject, but after hearing the remar
of members this afternocon I feel I ha
more right to address myself to the Hou
than have many other members, heecay
this question directly affects my eleetora
I think that only those members shov
have a vote who are direetly concerned
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¢ question. It is very easy for the mem-
r for Murray-Wellingion and the member
v East Perth to talk, The member for East
erth knows quite well there would not be
iificient land for a gaol in his electorate,
ad the member for Murray-Wellington
nows that the Government kas no intention
! establishing one in his distriet, and he
in therefore speak quite freely against the
otion! T feel that in 25 years from now,
" the gaol is put where it is intended to
ut it, some change will have to be made.

This land is specially sunitable for the
ection of homes. I feel there is danger in
ividing Fremantle from Perth. We want
» get away from that sort of thing. It
as bad enough when the cemetery was
itablished at Karrakatta, and, I think the
ay will come when that cemetery will he
cated somewhere else. The member for
ast Perth spoke about the mental hospital
ad the sewerage undertaking. The day will
yme when those also will have to be re-
wved. If we only looked ahead for 30, 40
r 50 years I am sure no-one would dream
f establishing a gaol in our midst. I do
ot know how many members have stood on
eahold Hill, but T daresay many have. If
ne stood there with a pair of binoculars
ne could possibly see everything going on in
te new gaol yards, and that would not be
pleasant sight. The establishment might
neourage a few tourists to visit the area,
or they counld stand on Reahold Hill and
aze at the wonderful institution depicted by
1¢ member for East Perth. It would be a
reat mistake to put the gaol there,

The electors of Subiaco are definitely op-
osed to o gaol being established in their
rea, although the site chosen would only
bat on the outside portions of Subiaco.
Ve have had someone from the BEastern
itates to look into the matter, and I think
hat was a mistake. I fail to see how a man
rom =another State could know as much
bout Western Australia as we do. Although
do not believe very much in petitions 1
m sure that if a petition were sent through
he municipal e¢ouncils of the surrounding
reas everyone would vote against the gaol
eing erected on the proposed site. The
wunieipal eouncils do represent the people,
nd a petition coming from each of them
rould be an indication that the neople of
he areas concerned do not want a gaol
rected on that site. I shall vote for the
notion.

[ASSEMBLY.]

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wige—
Gascoyne) [5.50]: This is a question in con-
nection with which the Government at least
must view the realittes of the position. It
has heen brought out in the eourse of the
debate on the resolution that a new gaol
is an urgent necessity, and a decision as to
where it shall go is a very vital one. It is
only stressing the obvious to say that a new
gaol must go somewhere. Generally the
objections mot only to the motion but te the
site which have emerged from the debate
have been based on parcchial ideas. It has
been stressed in the course of the debate by
one speaker—it may be more than one—that
the Government has negative ideas in con-
nection with the matter. The negative pro-
posals which have been put hefore this
Chamber- against the motion certainly have
not contributed substantially to the debate.
Had there been no war we still would have
reached the position at this stage when the
unsnitability of Fremantle as the loeation
for a gaol would have necessitated aclion
very shortly.

Early in 1941 when extraordinary pre-
cantionary measures had to be taken becanse
of war circumstances, not only for the people
but for the inmates of institutions and fer
all ¢ivilians, all the Governments of the Com-
monwealth were in communication in con-
nection with the evacuation of civilians and
also particularly in reference to the inmates
of institutions. Al of these things have to
be done because of the anticipated enemy
action of thai time. Plans for the hurried
evacuation of ecivilians were under considera-
tion. They were mentioned in this House.
I may recall the member for Nedlands plerd-
ing for early action and early consideration
of all eontingencies. The Government was
eonstantly conferring with the military auth-
orities. I repeat that the Governments of
the various States were in communication
in respect of the different difficulties and
means to combat them.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn, who was
then Minister for Works, will clearly recall
all of the difficulties associated with the shift-
ing of any portion of the civilian population,
and the preparations for water supplies and
all other conveniences necessary had there
been a general exodus demanded by the
military authorities in conneection with this
city and the City of Fremantle. Early in
1942 the hon. member, in his capacity of
Minister for Works, went to Canberra with



[14 NovEMBER, 1945.] .1

the then Leader of the Opposition especially
to plead for more defemce for this State,
and to place before the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment certain particular features regard-
ing our lack of defence and certain particu-
lar features associated with the life of this
State. Such institutions as prisons were
sources of great eoncern, and it was in Janu-
ary, 1942, that the evacuation of Fremantle
gaol was decided upon.

It was not a matter of policy, not any-
thing to do with policy, to put the gaol out
into the country. Anywhere in the suburbs
or anywhere else which was away from the
port of Fremantle would have been accepted
had there been facilities for such a gaol.
When Barton’s Mill was decided upon there
was no modern idea that gaols should be
removed to the country. This was simply a
matter of necessity and of expediency. I
repeat there was no question of policy
attached to it. Barton’s Mill proved to be an
acceptable expedient after a very complete
examination of alternative sites to meet the
needs of the moment at that stage. Barton’s
Mill, where there were certain cottages, a
sort of water supply and other faecilities
suitable, was wvery quickly organised for
the transference of prisoners from Fre-
mantle. After very many weeks of prepara-
tion this site of expediency was prepared,
and the prisoners were transferred, and the
evacuation from Fremantle was undertaken
with considerable military help.

It never has been contended that the
Barton’s Mill site was decided upon as a
matter of poliey. There was no suggestion
as to whether the gaol should be in the
country or in the city which led to that de-
cision. Today we are in the course of a
debate on this resolution and discussing all
those aspeets which then and now afforded
the Government a lead insofar as future
policy is coneerned. I will deal with that
aspect a little more fully at a later stage.
‘When Barton’s Mill was decided upon the
Government had what is known as & Build-
ings Reference Committee, and still has, the
chairman of which is the Director of Works,
the principal officer of the Minister for
Works. Two other members of that com-
miftee are Public Works officials. At that
stage, as now, the Director of Works was
the principal officer of the Minister for
Works.

That committee decided in 1943 (a) that
Fremantle was not suitable as a site for a

permanent prison, and (b} that Bark
Mill was not suitable as a site for a perm
ent prison. The committee gave what w
considered by the then Minister for Wor
the member for Mt. Hawthorn, reasons wk
were considered adequate why these s
were unsnitable. This is a committee
sisting of principal officers of different )
tions of the Public Service. In all ez
where matters associated with buildings
concerned that committee is added
by an officer of the appropriate dep:
ment. In that cease, when the Buildi
Reference Committee very quickly
taken certain steps and made a Tec
mendation fo the Government in regard
a temporary site, it was then asked to
further in regard to the general quest
of gaol sites. Later on the sabject g
rally was referred by the then Minister
Works, the member for Mt. Hawthorn,
Cabinet. The reference was contained
the report of this committee, in connec
with which action was deecided upon.

The report recommended that am exj
be asked {o advise on the requirements
a modern gaol to meet the position
Western Awustralia, to seleet the most s
able site, and to recommend the method
which the tramsition from the Frema
gaol to Barton’s Mill could be effected.
I have said, these reeommendations w
made to Cabinet by the then Minister
Works, the member for Mt. Hawthe
The requirements of a modern gaol w
very closely gone into. They involved v
many requisites. They involved the ava
bility of lighting, heating and power fac
ties, sewerage and drainage facilities, pre
mity to courts and police centres with sh
and speedy transpert, ample ground for
various requirements of such institutic
seclusion from the sight, if possible,
sound of the general publie, and lagt |
not least amenities for the staff where h
bands and wives and families could en,
reasonable social intercourse with other e
zens, and also where their children counld
tend schools and perhaps obtain positis
when leaving their home.

All these prerequisites were the s
jeet of an investigation. The Gove
ment enlisted the services of the sup
intendent of Prisons of Victoria—
official title is Inspector General of Pris
—iue to the courtesy of the Premier of 3
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ria, What happened afier thaf is some-
hat recent history. I have not endeav-
ired at any stage of this debate to weigh
e pros and cons of the desirableness of
at or any other site. But, following the
port made by that avthority, the decisionsg
' the Government in connection with this
atter were made public. Then there began
bue and ery from all quarters! The road
ards ealled in members of Parliament, the
ity Council enlisted the services of the
embers within its area, meetings were held
1d members of Parliament attended those
ectings—in faet I think they assisted in
awing up the resolutions that were car-
ed—petitions were drawn up and such
stitions were presented to customers in
ops of all sorts in districts between Vie-
ria Park and Fremantle,

Thousands of people signed those peti-
s and, as the member for Kast Perth
id, without knowing what they were sign-
g. I counld say definitely that they were
gned by hundreds of persons who bhad no
ep where the site was, and had not
en bheen assisted by certein plans
‘hibited by the Perth City Council.
ther people were incited to sign these peti-
ans after being presented with a very mis-
ading plan issned and published by the
arth City Council. As a matter of faet,
understand that the original of the plan is
gilable and ean be seen by members. The
iblic of this community was deliberately
voked to sign petitions by reason of a
irposely misleading plan, If the people
ere in Nedlands the sife was said to be
ljoining the Nedlands Road Board areu.
* & person was at the town hall then the
te was in the midst of the city’s acres. No
atter where one was, the misrepresentation
as very obvious.

Hon. W. D. Joknson: Was that officially
sued by the Perth City Couneil?

The PREMIER : Definitely!

Mr. Read: That is right, is it not? It is
ljacent to all those places,

The PREMIER: It was a deliberate mis-
presentation of the position, and I am

-epared to have a replica of that plan ex-
bited in this Chamber to show members
e extent of the misrepresentation. At that
age the Government was approached by
embers of both sides of the Houge. It
as abused by the City Council and even

[ASSEMBLY.]

by some of its own members. That was all
mainly duve to a lack of understanding, and,
definitely, to parochial considerations. The
Government therefore considered whether
Parliament should have an opportunity to
know the facts:

Mr. Read: It should be considered from '.
the point of view of State development.

The PREMIER: The Government c¢on-
sidered the matter from that point of view
in connection with the whole proposal, but
the CGovernment had fo consider that at
some stage Parliament will be forced to
make a decision on this matter. The deci-
sion of the Willeock Government, many
montbs ago, was to take the course now be-
ing adopted. ‘

Mr. Abbott: That was a very wise course,
too. :

The PREMIER: It might bave been a
wise decizsion of the Willeock Government.
That is when the decision was made to fol-
low this course. I will make reference
shortly to the slurs cast in the course of one
speech made in this Chamber on the new
attitnde of the present Government. Par-
liament has always been anxious to be econ-
sulted. Parliament is the highest c¢ourt in
the land and, so far as I know, has never
been taken-in by views of experts on any
particular subjeet. No matter how authori-
tatively a subject may be reviewed, when
it comes to Parliament, members exzercise
their right to say whether they find the
views of experts acceptable in matters that
are legislative. It ig not a question of lay-
men examining and deciding matters that
are expert issnes, but one of Parliament do-
ing its job at the right moment.

One member—the member for Perth—
opposed vigorously the snggestion that this
problem should be referred fo a committee
of both Houses, But I recall the same
member a fortnight ago supporting, equally
ag vigorously, a proposal to form g stand-
ing committee fo inquire into all expendi-
ture over £560,000 on public buildings, that
the Government might be associated with.
Such lack of consistency does not ecarry
very much weight in this diseussion. I
strongly contend that unmless Parliament
takes some responsibility in knowing the
frets of a case sach as this, the plans ean
never be approved by this Parliament, and
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decisions will be based on the guidance that
parochial considerations give. I present the
point that there is nothing new in the action
brought about by this decision of the Gov-
ernment. It has an almost exact parallel
in the matter of the public buildings inquiry
of some Years ago.

The question raised by the member for
East Perth shows how illogical was his con-
tribution in that particolar. He raised the
point that the very fact that the Govern-
ment succeeded with its desires in connee-
tion with the Government domain is the rea-
son why it should go on with this proposi-
tion. That shows just how much thought
be had given to this proposal. Let me re-
eount the history of the site for publie
buildings, Some 13 sites had been consid-
ered at the time that the Government pre-
sented to this House a request to excise por-
tion of the Government domain. There had
been extrs committees through the years
trying to.solve that problem. The Govern-
ment had, on four oceasions, attempted to
have that matter decided by Parliament. In
spite of expert committees, in spite of Min-
isters foreibly stating the case as to the
best site, Parliament continued to turn down
the proposal. That is the reason why Par-
liament should aceept now the responsibility
of understanding the faects relative to this
proposal.

For four years, from 1937 to 1940, we
tried to solve the vexed problem of the pub-
lic buildings but Parliament, in both Cham-
bers, turned down the proposition from
time to time. It fell to my responsibility
to move on behalf of the Government then,
as the Chief Secretary has on this occasion,
for an appropriate committee to enable Par-
liament to get an understanding of the prob-
lem. In 1938 and 1939 the Government put
forward, in this Chamber, proposals to ex-
cise a certain portion of the Government do-
main. At that stage, to use the words of
the member for Eas{ Perth in relation to
this proposal, the Government’s decisions
were not arrived at without considerable
thought and investigafion, Bul what was
the result? It was that each time the mat-
ter was defeated by Parliament becanse
members had had no opportunity, other than
listening to the Ministers when intreducing
the proposals, of deciding whether the con-
siderations on which the proposals were based
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were sound, and in spite, too, at that tim
of the move made in the other Chamber t
defeat the Covernment’s proposals. We a
know too well the reault.

When the motion regarding the publi
buildings left this Chamber it was for
Seclect Committee of three members of eac
House to report upon and recommend a pa
ticular site, The Government at that stag
too, had all the expert evidence it require
What was the fate of the motion when |
reached the other House? That place firstl
nearly defeated the proposal, and secondl
moved that there should be four member
from each Chamber. It was not satisfied wit
that, but placed the stricture on the com
mittee's operations that six members out o
the cight had to sign in favonr of the re
port or else it would not be carried. It the
proceeded, and we welecomed this, to plac
on that committee the people most hostil
to the Governments’ suggestions, I woul
like members to examine the personnel ¢
that committee, The Council took up m
challenge to appoint persons hoestile to tk
Government's proposals, and I would lik
to see the same thing happen this time.

What was the result then? It was
unanimous report not to take just the portio
of the Government domain that the Go
ernment wished, but to take an addition.
area. That decision was reached by me
unfairly hostile, even to the extent of or
of them saying at the initial meeting, “Yo
can do what you like and bring forwar
whatever evidence you like but I will neve
agree to the area the Government wants
But he did; he signed the report! The:
records are here t{o be seen and they we
circnlated. So when the Government foree
the issue—and these records in conneetic
with the domain and the public buildin
are here to be seen and they were cire
lated—a unanimous deecision was reache
in spite of the fact that Parliament hs
turned down the proposition in suceessi
years,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm

The PREMIER: I had reached the stay
of commenting on the result of the ingui
by a Select Committee of both Houses in
the Government’s proposals for the erecti
of public buildings on a selected site. I
peat that although every obstacle was plac
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in the way of getting a really impartial de-
cision in the matter, the committee nltimately
reported upon and strongly supported not
only the area proposed but an additional area
on the same site. That is where we get to
in such a connection. That is where we get
in this connection, for we reach exactly the
same position agnin, 8o thai when Parlia-
ment considers a Bill relating to a specific
proposal suech as this, the desire is that
Parliament should be well informed and able
to make that decision. Parliament iy to be
asked to satisfy itself and to fortify itself
so that no careless decision and no mislead-
ing information will, at the appropriate and
vital stage, defeat a measure introduced into
this Parliament. T stress the point that this
matter must come before Parliament at some
stage. Is it wise to allow such a matter to
be brought before this House, without Par.
liament uwnderstanding what is involved?

Mr. Abbott: Or too late to make a de-
cision?

The PREMIER: Is it wise, after all plans
have been prepared in connection with the
site recommended by experts, when the
works programme and the employment pro-
gramme of the Government rest on the pro-
posals presented to Parlinment in the Loan
programme, for the Government not to have
an opportunity to proeeed with a proposal
about which it bas satisfred itself? To avoid
reaching such an impossible position as that,
and since the matter must at some stage be
sonsidered by Parliament, the Government is
anxicus to afford that opportunity. I repeat
that it is not a question of laymen examin-
ing the propesals and recommendations of
sxperts, It is for this authority—the high-
st eourt in the land—to make the decision
10w, and to assist. It is not for it to assume
jn attitude of irresponsibility, but for it to
wssume  respobnsibilily itself, I mentioned
wmrlier that I would be prepared to give the
itrongest objectors to this particular pro-
sosal an opportuntity to serve on the com-
nittee =0 that they would be forced into the
osition not of excusing themselves by a
iegative attitude, but to take a positive at-
itude themselves. There would be no pros-
seet then of presenting an attitude that did
1ot fully represent the position,

To refer specifically to some of the
pinions expressed, I was disappointed in
he obvious endeavour of the member for
Mt. Hawthorn to cast a slur on the new
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Government. He referred to the new idea
and the new attitude towards Select Commit-
tees. He stated that the former attitude of
Governments towards Select Committees was,
unless a case was made out, strenuously to
oppose such a proposal. The member for
Mt. Hawthorn knew full well that this was a
Government proposal, very much akin to the
one sponsored by the Government previously
in connection with the publie buildings site.
I also state that this year—even if there
be a new Government, which it is not, as
there is enly one difference in the personnel
of it—there have been fewer Select Com-
mittees than is usunal, and only on two ocea-
sions in the last ten years have there been
fewer Seleet Committees than have been ap-
pointed this year.

It is quite wrong to adopt a misleading
attitude in this regard. The present Govern-
ment consists of the same old mates of the
wember for Mt. Hawthorn, and he, himself,
knows just what sort of mates they can be.
I think it was inappropriate and unneces-
sary on bis part repeatedly, as he did
throughout his speech, to endeavour to dis-
credit the Government by suggesting that
there were new ideas, new opinions, even
somersaulting—that was the word he used—
in connection with a matter snch as prison
reform. It is not so—and the hon., member
should know it is not so. He made his com-
ment, in these words in connection with the
position regarding the site—

I think that Reabold Hill the highest point

in the City of Perth, is somewhere in the
centre of the proposed site.

Those were his actual words. It is not only
not on the site at all but the nearest point to
Reabold Hill of any part of the whole of the
area is 50 chains from the site,

Point of Ezplanation.

Hon, H. Millington: Mr. Speaker, I think
the time to correct a misstatement is now.
That statement did appear in the original
report of my speech, but I corrected it.
What T said was, that it was near the centre
of the propesed park.

Mr. Speaker: Order! That is not a point
of order,

Hon, H. Millington: I am accused of say-
ing that this was in the middle of the site,
whereas even a schoolboy would know it is
not,
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Mr. Speaker: Order! The hon. member
has not raised a point of order.

Hon. H. Millington: I have! I am taking
exception {o a misstatement.

Mr. Speaker: The Premier will proceed.

Debate Resumed.

The PREMIER: The words I have guoted
are, T say, the exact words the bon. member
used, without any variation whatsoever.
They are the words that appear in the
original typed seript of the hon. member's
speech, which I asked for.

Hon. H. Millington: Ch well, you are
wrong!

The PREMIER: I am not in the habit
of making misstatements.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Why worry? Go
on!

The PREMIER: I am not in the habit of
misleading the House. I intend.to see that
the original seript from which I took those
words is laid on the Table of the House.
Then members will see who is misleading the
House in this conpection. I have quoted the
words that the hon. member was reported
as stating and they appear in the original
pull I obtained from “Hanpsard.” That was
taken from the original scripti.

Hon. H. Millington: I am telling you that
what I said was that it was in the middle
of the park—a 1,000 acre reserve.

The PREMIER: The report contains no
such thing as a reference to a 1,000 acre
reserve. If the member for Mt. Hawthorn
is right and “Hansard” is wrong, then if
“Hansard” is wrong I can only say it is
unusnal.

The Minister for Works: Most unusual!

The PREMIER: 1 am not in any way
deliberately misrepresenting the position. It
is not only not on the site but I have a map—
not a misleading one either, but an accurate
one—which will clearly show, in ils proper
perspective, the whole of the propesal. It
will be very clearly seem, if the map be
examined, just how much, eredence can be
placed in the statement of some who would
have members believe that the site is ad-
jacent to this or that point in an immedi-
ate road board area or anywhere else. There
has been so much loose talk in connection
with this matter that the Government eon-
siders it very necessary that alf these mis-
understandings should be eleared up. There

has been a certain amount of misrepresen
tion and the purpose of the inquiry sugges
by the Government is to satisfy the Hou

Since the House must be satisfied at so
stage, I repeat that it is very necessary
the opinion of the expert aunthorities to
actually examined by members of the Hou
The Government adopts no negative attit
on this question. The Government wishes
be positive that not only should the requi
ments of a gaol -be provided for as reas
ably and quickly as possible, but that tl
should be provided on the site seleeted.
far as I am concerned, it is not a question
sites at all. In supporiing the motion
wish to make it elear that the Governm
is not tied down with regard to this p
ticular site, but is very strong on the po
that, although its advice is to the effect tl
this is the appropriate site and it is qu
prepared to proceed with it on that ba:
it does not wish to have unfortunate e
cumstances arise that will have the effect
thwarting its plans so that it might hs
to go back on those plans, the preparati
of materials and the availability of ms
power.

There have been many other comments
connection with this motion. I regret tl
I did not have an opportanity to study |
amendment moved by the Leader of f{
Opposition. Without any reflection up
the Chair, I think that amendment was 1
relative to the first part of the motion at .
and that had we had an opportunity
giving it close examination the amendme
would not have been added to the motion.
hope that it will yet be deleted.

Mr. North: You mean that it had
material relevaney?

The PREMIER: It is specific to anoth
point that is not relevant to the origir
intention of the motion. The hon. memt
had an opportunity to ventilate his grievar
—and I think he has a real grievance. (
the other hand, I am hoping that
will not cloud the issue which avas t
original intention of the motion. T
member for Victorin Park made t
statement that there were dozens of otk
sites within easy access of the city, wi
eleetric light and other facilities availab
I should hope that the hon. member wou
give the Government the opportunity
visit soch sites so that the Government m
know their loeation; and if there are doze
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of them within easy access of the city, let
us investigate all of them. I should hope
that the hon. member would become a mem-
ber of the committee, and that, emerging
from those dozens of sites, there-might be
one wholly appropriate and satisfying every-
body.
Mr. Read: T will.

The PREMIER: The member for East
Pertk said that he was surprised, dis-
appointed and disgusted that the Govern-
ment should refer this matter to a Joint
Committee of both Houses, but the hon.
member, in his most illogicel gpeech, failed
to notice thet the Mirister in charge of gaols
and of the department associated with them,
is in the Legislative Couneil, and that it
was not only his responsibility—if such a
matter were launched by the Government—
to attend to it in his office as Chief Secretary,
but also to attend to it and initiate it in
another Chamber. The hon. member perhaps
did not know that that was the case; but
I think it would have been very timely for
him to acquaint himself with the require-
ments and the usual practice and procedure
before using such extravagant language.

Mr. Thorn: He has a lot to learn yet.

The PREMIER: It is not at all a ques-
tion of the Council influencing the Govern-
ment in this matter; it is a question of the
Government desiring to influence the Couneil.
That is the position, and it is the position
which the Government wishes to face at this
stage, not at a stege when it would be futile
to inflnence or affect a decision of another
place. Since the lack of knowledge of the
Government domain is exactly a parallel in
connection with this matter, I am hoping that
there will emerge not only a complete in-
quiry, but some respomsibility attaching to
Parliament, with all its anthority and with
all its desires to be consulted in this matter.
[ hope there will emerge a proposition not
only to meet all the needs of gaol require-
ments, but one which can be very quickly
proceeded with.

The Government is prepared to aceept re-
sponsibility for the site. That is quite beside
‘his question; but it wouold be quite futile,
mless we cgn once more ¢ome to the con-
‘lusion that the Wilicock Government was
‘oreed to, which is that the matter should
s>e approached in this manner. We know that
Tremantle is not suitable; we know all of
ts defects. We know that Barton’s Mill is
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not suitable. Although the proposed site,
according to the authorities, may be suitable
in all respeets, it may not be the only suit-
able site. Lot us not approach the matter with
 sense of irresponsibility; let us approach
it with the responsibility of Parliamentary
authority at this stage, as that is most neces-
sary before the project proceeds. I am not
putting up a case for the proposed site or
any other site, Let any one of the dozen
sites referred to by the member for Vie-
toria Park be looked at—all of the dozen.
Let us see how appropriately they may fit
the need.

In submitting my remarks as a contribu-
fion to this debate, it is not a case of stres-
sing a particular site. The merits of this
sile are well known to the Government from
the reports of the experts, after having
looked at many others; but I have heard
that some members have their own ideas in
this regard. There are certain requircments
and there are certain limitations, but let us
not, through any desire fo be local in our
view or to misrepresent the position, base a
decision on false premises. I hope that not
only will this House agree to the resolution,
but that the last paragraph added to it
wil] later be delefed. T hope the result will
be a decision which will enable the work to
proeeed irrespective of any loeal interest or
local ideas, but in the best interests of the
community.

Question put and passed; the resolution, as
amended, agreed to.

Appointment of Assembly Members.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
Mr. Fox, Mr. Thorn and Mr. North were
appointed as the Assembly members of the
Joint Committee, and a message was aceord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL—GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD).

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council vegeived and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendments Nos. 2 and 5, and had agreed to
the further amendments made by the
Assembly to the Council’s amendments Nos.
1 and 4, but had insisted on its amendments
Nos. 3 and 6.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr,
Rodoreds in the Chair.

Vote—Education, £915350 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR. PERKINS (York) [8.8]: I listened
with great interest indeed to the Minister's
introduction of these Estimates last night.
Most members will agree that since the pre-
sent Minister hag taken over the department
there does seem to be new hope for it. Both
be and the department do seem to kave a
definite policy which they are endeavouring
to put into cffect. There may be some items
of that policy with which we do not agree;
but it certainly is & benefit that the depart-
ment should have some definite goal at which
to aim. The Minister said that the general
objective of the department is the equality
of opportunity for education of every child
in the Stete. Thet is an objeetive which all
members of this Chamber will whole-
heartedly support; but it is something which
definitely does not exist at the present time.

Many complaints have been made by
members on hoth sides of the Chamber about
the present position; and I am very much
afraid that, even though the department
carries out the policy which has been enun-
ciated more or less in detail by the Miaister
when replying to various deputations and
also when discussing the position in this
Chamber, there still will not be equality of
opportunity for education for the children
of the State. I refer to the opportunities as
they exist in the more sparsely settled areas.
It will be next door to impossible for the
Minister to secure that objective absolutely;
I am afraid that he will not approximately
approach it. As one living fairly well ba¢k
in the agricultural areas I think the position,
from the point of view of providing satis-
factory educetional services in the country
distriets, s likely to become more difficult
rather than easy in future years. Owing to
the mechanisation of agrieulture there seems
to be & lessening of population per square
mile in the agricultural distriets, outside
country towns, as compared with the posi-
tion prevailing before the war.

I am very much afraid it is unlikely i
the previous density of population in eor
try aress, outside of country towns, v
inerease to any great extent in the futu
That, of eourse, will mean difficulties for
Minister in providing the equality of opp
tunity of which he speaks. Tt is undou
cdly going to require a great deal more
penditure per head of population in th
rural areas than is contemplated by
department at present, so far as I am a
to judge. It is, however, necessary to p
vide those educational opportunities, oth
wise very serious repercussions on the e
nomic life of the State will undoubtedly
sult. It has become evident to anyone W
is at all intimate with country areas t
people will refuse to bring up famil
there unless the children ean have a reas
able oppoertunity to secure proper educat
to place them on somewhere near a le
of cquality with children brought up
other parts of the State. If families
going to drift from those agricultaral arc
it is plain that the drift will have w
serious effects on the economie life of
State. It will be impossible to build up
large population which we hope to see
those inland areas if this continual drift
people from them, in order to secure sa
factory educational opportunities for th
children, continues. It will be impossil
for instance, to build up our country toy
unless children can obtain satisfactory s
ondary edueation in them. In this regard
seems that the policy of the depariment
likely to be much improved,

In discussions I have had with the M
ister and on deputations which I have
troduced to him, it has been indicated t
the policy of the depariment is to exts
what the Minister referred to as the jur
high school system, T take it that that s
tem will provide for the children to be ¢
ried on to at least the junmior standard
those sehools. That undoubtedly will b
very big improvement on the present p
tion,

But before dealing with the question
secondary education, I would like to say,
reference to the primary education of
children, that although the hostel syst
such as the Minister outlined, will be of gr
benefit, it will be with some reluctance t
many parents will take advantage of the h
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els for children of more tender years. In
uch ecireumstances, it seems that a propor-
ton of smaller sehools will have to be earried
in; and where bus services can be started
hey will be a help, provided the runs’are
10t too long. The system of education by
sorrespondence has also been of some as-
istance, but further help from the depart-
nent is necessary if it is to be entirely safis-
‘actory. Some members will have noticed
‘ecent letfers in the Press from mothers,
:omplaining of the impossibility of handling
iorrespondence lessons for children as well
15 doing their ordinary household duties;
ind I have had many complaints from
parents, who have had to rely on correspon-
lence lessons for the education of the youn-
zer children, pointing out how impos-
sible it is for them to carry on such work
nngle-handed.

In my experience, deparimental officers
18ve been reasonably helpful and in in-
dividual instanees have even made eorrespon-
dence lessons available through the assisted-
teacher schools. So I have no complaint to
make abont the general attitude of the de-
partmental officers; their approach has been
guite reasonable. But I would like to stress
that, in the rural areas, it is absolutely in-
evitable that the cost of eduestion per child
to provide a suitable service must be
materially higher than the cost in the more
densely-populated parts, If the department
is prepared o accept that point and work on
that basis, I do not think many of us ean
have much complaint. The Minjster will
meet with a great variety of circumstances
from time to time, but i1f the department
continues its present policy of meeting those
circumstances as they arise and treating them
reasonably sympathetically, I do not think
there will be any serious complaints. But I
am much opposed to trying to bring all
the variety of cases one meets with in the
agricultural distriets within narrow confines.

Many difficulties will undoubtedly arice as
the department tries to give effect fo its
poliecy of consolidation of schools. It is
the general policy, with which I think most
members will agree, and with which I per-
sonally am fully in aceord. But it is no good
blinking one’s eyes to the individual difficul-
ties that will arise. The Minister will he
very ill-advised to use compulsion, except
as an absolutely last resort. It would be
much sonnder for the department to get some
of those consclidated sehools operating in
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distriets where the vast majority of the
parents fully approve the idea, and there
are any number of such districts which couid
be picked out. The example of those dis-
tricts could speak for itself. I have no donbt
that the Minister’s anticipations will be fully
reslised, and that it will be possible for-the
department to give an improved type of
education in those consolidated schools. If
that is so and schools ean be established in
some of the districts where parents are al-
ready favourable and success is achieved, it
will not be long before parents in the other
districts that are not quite so favourably dis-
posed at present will see what is taking place,
and when they witness the success being
achieved, the Minister’s difficulties will be
lessened in the districts where the consoli-
dated schools have not been established, and
eventually the policy will be aceepted over
most of the agricultural areas. But the es-
sential thing is to get several of those schools
operating and earrying out the improved
type of education. I think that possibly
more could be done by the department in
this regard than is being done at present.

Therc are several centres of which I can
think where it should be possible to get
language and science teachers installed who
could take the children up to the ful! junior
standard. For instance, in York at present
there are two bus services operating and
another is likely to operate in the near
futare. Although the aeccommodation prob-
lem is rather acuie there at the moment, I
think perhaps an effort could be made by
the depariment to have language and scienes
teachers appointed there to enable all child-
ren so desiring to reach full junior standard.
Through the lack of such facilities in some
centres—and York is a good example—the
high school facilities in other places are
being seriously overtaxed. For instance, I
understand that Northam High School is
woefully over-crowded. The department is
making use of al! the rooms available and is

‘even taking some outside aeccommodation,

and many complaints are being made abont
the overcrowding at that school.

If junior high school facilities could be
provided in such a centre as York, it would
not only enable children now going from
there to Northam for junior subjects to be
eduecated in their own home town, but it
might be possible for some other children
who are travelling much longer distances
from outlying areas to Northam to be
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diverted to York, where possibly accommo-
dation for them would be easier to get then
it is at Northam, The Minister has indicated
to the York people that the department
hopes to build up the local school and there
is a suggestion, to which I think the depart-
ment is favourably inclined, to build a new
one to provide secondary school faeilities at
York in addition to the primary school,
which is a very good building and which I
am pleased to say the department has made
a good job of removating just recently. I
hope the Minister will give seripus considera-
tion to the provision of language and seience
teachers at York as soon as possible to en-
able the junior standard at least to be
reached and some of the overcrowding at the
Northam High School to be relieved.

There are one or fwo other featuves the
Minister mentioned in introducing his Esti-
mates. Ile spoke of the policy of the de-
partment in extending visual nids to educa-
tion. That is a development about which
I have read quite & lot and which I have dis-
eussed with the director, and there are un-
doubtedly great possibilities in that direction.
I would like the Minister, when he is making
provigion for the extension of visual educa-
tion in the country distriets, to consider
making such facilities available for adult
education as well as for primary and second-
ary school education. I understand that
much disenssion is ‘taking place amongst
authorities charged with the responsibility
of adult eduecation with a view to making
use of visnal aids, if we may so term them,
in regard to adult education as well as pri-
mary and secondary education. Undoubtedly,
adult education iz equally important with
cducation received by the children at school.
I think most members will agree that the
major portion of any person’s education—
taking the word in its larger sense—is ob-
tained after that person leaves school; and
it seems particularly stupid that we shonld
not make the best use of all modern develop-
ments for the furtherance of adult education.

Y am afraid that in the past adult eduea-
tion has not been handled with as much
imagination as it might bave been. The
organised part of it was usually covered by
rather dry lectures, if I may use the term,
at which only a small percentage of the
population aftended. As far as the vast
amount of adult education that was obtained
was concerped, it came from the ordinary
reading of people interested enongh to pur-
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sue that method of acquiring informatio
If the visual system of education were d
veloped as an adjunet to education, a ve
much wider section of the population conld
interested than ever was touched by adi
education in the past, and that undoubted
could be a very important means of wide
ing the knowledge of the population of Au
tralia and also of bringing the people to
hetter appreciation of all the problems n
only of our own country but also in inte
national affairs, with which they should |
conversant. I believe it is only by t
extension of all types of eduncation that v
are ever going to improve this world mate
ialiy. It is the only way to improve inte
national relations and it is the only way
handling all the difficulties that are becomir
so evident since the coneclusion of the rece
devastating war.

If people are well-informed on a:
problem there is little doubt but that th
will take the right action to solve it, where:
if they are only partly informed or entire
ignorant they are an easy prey to any i
terested party that desires to get them
follow a particular course. Apart altogeth
from merely fitting people to carn a livir
in this world the whole question of edue
tion is important from the point of vie
of enabling the national policies pursued !
individual countries to be carried along «
enlightened lines. If the Edueation Depar
ment ean eo-ordinate the work of its p
mary and secondary schools with the larg
question of adult education, which strict
speaking, does not come under the Vote
the Education Department, it will fill a gre
need.

T was pleased to hear the Minister co
gratulate the Parents and Citizens’ Assoei
tions, becanse I believe they are doing
valuable and public spirited work for whi
they receive no direct reward other than i
knowledge that they are helping to secou
proper educational facilities for the childre
Many of the members of that body are goir
beyond what one would expect from ar
immediate benefit that they ean get for the
own children, They are actuated by il
highest motives, and I hope that while he
in control of the department the Minist:
will continue to co-operate with them, b
cause no one can have more interest
securing a proper system of edueation ar
facilities in our sehools than have the paren
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f the children and the other eitizens who
lesire to see education placed on a proper
1asis.

MR. DONEY {Williams-Narrogin)
8.20]: The Minister’'s introduction to his
Sstimates last night was a clear and inter-
sting explanation of the position, I do
1ot know what was its effect on other mem-
rers, but it encouraged me to anticipate a
‘orward move in edueation in this State.
. believe in the Minister’s bona fides—as I
hink we gll do. He is not afraid to break
1ew ground and, generally speaking, I ap-
arove of his plans and principles.

The Minister for Education: The Treas-
arer says there is a danger that I might
break him,

Mr. DONEY: I anticipate that a little
.ater, perhaps six months from now, there
might easily be a difference of opinion as
0 what the Minister should or should not
have done. ZLater I will deal with the
amount allowed to the Minister in the Esti-
mates, and will draw his attention to a re-
mark of his that last year his Estimates
were exceeded by a copsiderable amount,
Members expect the Estimates to be a re-
flection of the Minister's plans for the ensu-
ing 12 months, but they are not, and to me
they are a disappointment in that they give
no indication of any intention on the part
of the Government to recognise any new
order in teaching. That iz a pity. With
minor exceptions the Education Estimates
are much the same as those of last year, as
last year’s were the same as those of the
year before. The Minisfer’s personal atfi-
tude—apart from his Estimates—towards
his responsibilities is inspiring in the ex-
treme. Having regard to that I think that
his Estimates, when he first saw what had
been done to them. must have given him a
jolt. I have heard him say more than once,
in this Chamber and outside, when disens-
sing building projects, that money must not
be regarded as being any obstacle at all.

Mr, Cross: Does the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin think there is a nigger in
the wood pile?

Mr, DONEY: I am not saying that, The
member for Canning will have an oppor-
tunity to say that for himself, later on, if
that is how he feels. As to money being no
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obstaele at all, T do not know whether there
is any evidence of that. There is certainly
no evidence of it in the Estimates. Of course
we do not expect to find any mention of
building projects in the revenue Estimates,
but we do expeet to see them reflected there
in the form of provision for additional
teaching staff to man additional schools &s
they are built. Of eonrse that reflection was
not there, nor was there any provision—as
far as I could see—for returning Service
personnel as additions to the teaching staff,
The Minister's speech—I refer to an open-
ing remark—indicated that he anticipated
the HEstimates being heavily exceeded, and
he said that last year they were exceeded
by no less than £31,000, When such anti-
cipations exist surely it is customary to
forecast them by a swelling of the Esti-
mates, and so the Estimates, as they appear
on the set-up of the Minister’s anticipations,
should show what he actnally anticipates ex-
pending during the year. He should not
already have to ecome to the Committee and
say that he expects to exceed them to a
considerable degree.

I do not see how the Committee is ever
to know what the future activities of the
department are to he, unless the Estimates
set out those activities with some degree of
accuracy. There is an entry that is new—
to me, at all events—appearing under the
Director of Educational Research. I refer
to the sum of £1,060. That may connote some
advanee towards the new order, and I ask
the Minister whether it does. I do pot know
what is hidden under that new title. The
Minister said nothing that I can recall about
that new department. I do not think he
mentioned it, and I would like to know who
is this highly paid officor, what are his
duties and responsibilities, and what staff
he has around him, He is entirely unknown
to me and I would like to know when he
was appointed. I see against that position
& figure of £1,050 odd—whoever the occu-
pant may be—indicating that that sum was
paid to him during 194445, That wounld
indicate, if it indicates anything, that he
must bave been appointed to this new posi-
tion, about which no one here seems to
know anything, prior fo or by the 1st June,
last year. The appointment may easily have |
been in the daily Press, and an item of that
importance should have been there.
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The Minister for Education: It was.

Mr. DONEY : Then I missed it.

The Minister for Education: A most un-
usual thing for the member for Williams-
Narrogin.

Mr, DONEY: The Minister pays me a
compliment that I do not deserve. I admit
that if it was in the Press I did not notice
it, and no onc made any remarks ahout it.
The Minister himself did not mention it, but
he will gurely admit to me now that it was
a matter of sufficient importance {o warrant
mention by him during the introduction of
his Fistimates.

The Minister for Education: I made a
public statement on the matter at the time
when the appointment was made.

Mr. DONEY : Did the newspapers feature
it?

The Premier: A sub-leader was written on
it.

Mr. DONEY: I imagine the Premxer is
drawing on his imagination.

Hon, J. C. Willcock : The memher for Wil-
Yiams-Narrogin did not see the significance
of the statement at the time.

Mr. DONEY: The ex-Premier is now sup-
plying me with an explanation that I do not
require, though I thank him for it. Fven if
it was set out in the Press I did not gee it,
and T make a point of reading anything at
all having to do with the future of education
in this State. I do not eomplain of the ap-
pointment as I know nothing about it, and 1
do not know who holds the appointment. It
may be a very sound appointment and, for
all T know, it may be the commeneement of
the new order in teaching, to which I have
referred. Perhaps when replying to the re-
marks on the Estimates the Minister will
give a little more information ahout this mys-
tery man of the educational world.

The Premier: The member for Williams-
Narrogin is trying to get the Minister to he
rude, and to interject and tell him.

Mr. DONEY: No, I give the Premier all
the leave he requires to interjeet as fully and
as freely as he wishes.

The CHATRMAN : The member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin is not in a position to do that.

Mr. DONEY: That, of course, is left to
your diseretion, Mr. Chairman. The Edueca-
tion Estimates have moved from <£880,000
odd to £915,000, and I think from memory
that practically all the difference between
those two sums is represented by increases
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in saleries. The only staff additions that J
could trace were those of two junior clerks
There is no indication of any inten.
fion on the part of the Governmen
to do anything more in the coming yea
than was done in the past year. I ad
mit that it is easy to criticise, but surel;
the Hstimates may be ssid to disclose ar
astounding eapacity for just sitting tight
That is regrettable if my diagnosis of th
position is correet. This amazing similarit;
between the Estimates of this year, last yea:
and the year before, is a bit disquieting t
those of us who hoped that there would be :
big forward move.

I thought we were right on the threshhol
of a ecompletely new and perhaps wonderfu
era, something dramatie almost, where th
Education Department would be expected t
play a most important part. On the face o
things, however, it seems as if there is almos
2 bankruptey of vision, of courage and o
ability. Looking across at the Minister an
reflecting that he possesses all those requ
sites, I must say that that simply cannot be
especially sinee he is supported by a firsl
class execuiive and a teaching staff the
we in this State, particularly when we trav
to the East, have a habit of boasting of. 8
I suggest to the Minister that there is a goo
deal, particularly in regard to the new orde
that he might find it wise to explain whe
ke replies to the debate.

I am not going to say that the bankruptc
i3 in money, because the Minister has sai
that money is no obstacle to him, Indeec
I remember in this House something lik
{wo months ago his Teplying t{o an interjes
tion by the Leader of the Opposition sayin
“We ean get for edneation all the money the
we need.” I am very pleased to know that ths
is s0. Not long ago I reeall that the Premie
referred to the penalties imposed upon th
State by the Grants Commission because ¢
our allegedly extravagant social services an
the heavy losses on our loan expenditur
The Premier then told us that those pena
ties had been discontinued and that chees:
paring was no longer necessary. So I ask
How are we to explain this short spendir
on education at a time when record spen:
ing would certainly have been exeuse
by every member of this Chamber? As
have already admitted, I do not know ju
what might be hidden under this new dire
torate of educational research.
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Hon. J. C. Willeoek: You cannot draw
him ont.

" Mr. DONEY: I have never known the
Minister so to resemble an oyster as he does
tonight; usually he is full of information.
However, I feel sure that by and by he will
supply the details I am seeking. Had the
Minister come forward with proposals for
addifional expenditure amounting to say
£100,000 or £150,600, T am sure he would
have been snbmitting those proposals to a
very sympathetic Chamber. We are hoping
to see the day when we will have all the
rising generation in this State, black, white
or haif-caste, sound in body and mind and
trained to the mazimum of their natural
abilities or their aptitudes. To the extent
that we fail thus to develop our youngsters,
#0 do we fail in our duty to posterity, and
certainly to the people who returned us to
Parliament.

The Minister will perhaps afford me ad-
vica upon another problem, not a new one,
yet one that is seldom if at all mentioned
in this Chamber. I certainly do not recall
its having heen mentioned. I refer to what
is known as the child of pre-school age,
that is, the neglected child, the child brought
up on charity. The Minister knows more
about this than I do. T want to know
whether the Government has any plan for
these children for the present or next year
or in the near future as additional accom-
modation can be made ready for them. We
realise that if all parents and all homes were
ideal, there would be no need whatever for
{invernment anziety on this score, but un-
fortunately that is not so. We have all
loo many of the sub-standard homes with
sub-standard parents and frequently, al-
thcuzh not necessarily, sub-standard chil-
dren, end I say that while this condition ob-
tains, it iz nationally and economically un-
sound for the Minister's department o be
indifferent. I think that if the Minister last
night when introdncing his Estimates bhad
submifted a comprehensive scheme of edu-
cation, including the care of neglected chil-
dren of pre-school age, a sympathetic Cham-
ber would have been ready indeed to afford
him praetical support.

I had hoped that the Minister would refer
to the unsuitahility of many of the sehool
buildings in the country and to the paucity
of equipment. It may be thaf, in the closing
ten minutes of his speech, he did make refer-
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ence to some of the matters I am now men-
tioning, buf I happened to miss that part
of his speech and so am patting these mat-
ters up now. I think he might have taken
us into his confidence regarding the pro-
vision in future of new scecondary schools.
I remind him that Narrogin claims to be
first on the list for a new secondary school.

The Minister for Education; I faney I
have heard that before.

Mr. DONEY: I am sure of i,

The Premier: Do you believe they are «
long-suffering people?

Mr, DONEY: I know what the Premier
is referring to and I think I re-acted to the
speech he has in mind in precisely the same
way as he did. T think I am right in saying
that the Minister will gee that Narrogin is
provided for in that way at the earliest pos-
gible moment. The member for York has
said some nice things ahout country bus ser-
vices. ' I have nothing but commendation for
the part the Minister is playing there; it
gives me every satisfaction, I did not hear
the Minister make any mention of technical
education, and I want to know what plans
the department has in mind for the exten-
sion of technical training for the country.
I point out to him that the lack of pro-
gressive technieal edueation in the coun-
try iz a very big handicap to the State, not
only in workshops, but also on farms and
of course in the homes. I want to make ref-
erence to the Narrogin School of Agricul-
ture, I think the Minister will concede that
it is doing a truly great work, having regard
to the size of the school and the nabture of
the equipment that it hes started with sinee
oceupation of the buildings bas been re-
sumed. I say that it is not only the high
general teaching standard at the Narrogin
School of Agriculture and the high ethical
standard set by suceessive principals at the
school that has given it its great name.
That is so in part, but it is also becauge of
the very fine technical tuition imparted
there.

Incidentally, there is nothing whatever in
edueational activity that pays the State
better dividends than does a sehool of agri-
culture. T recall—although this might have
occurred during private conversation with
the Minister a few months ago—directing
his attention to the very low staffing at the
school, and I drew a comparison between
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(he staff at thot centre and the staff at
Muresk. I am unable to quote the compara-
five figures from memory, but I will be sub-
stantially corrcet if I say that at the Narro-
gin School of Agriculture the staff is some-
thing like four for 78 students, whereas at
Muresk the staff is something like eight for
only 36 students. If I am wrong in sub-
stance, T shounld be glad if the Minister will
correct me, but if T am right—and T feel
sure that I am—I should expect the Minis-
ter to intimate that the Narrogin School
will shortly have its staff improved in num-
bers, or else he will need to justify—he can
do no less —the relatively large staff at Mur-
esk. I am not saying that the Muresk
staff is too large, I am only saying that the
Narrogin staff, on the comparison I have
made, is obviously far too small. Anyhow,
1 would like the Minister to give close at-
tention to this malter a-d see that justice
13 done to the Narrogin school,

There is anofther maiter in which I am
interested for the moment and that is the
disposition of the school inspectional staff.
In all, we have one Direetor, one Chief In-
spector, three senior inspectors and ahout 12
inspectiors. The method adopted by the
Director is to have all the more experienced
inspectors in the metropolitan area and all
the lesser experienced ones in the coun-
try areas. 1 do not know whether the Min-
ister feels lilke contesting that point, but I
should like to hkear from him on the mat-
ter. I complained of this te a previous
Director. T said that the senior inspectors
should he distributed throoghout the State
for the obvious reason that the children
in the country would then get the advantage
of the more effective oversicht that senior
inspeetors would be expected to give, I
pressed that point with the Director for
something like half an hour, and he replied
stressing the need on his part for allowing
senior mmspeetors to come to the metropoli-
tan area and to live here as some reward
for having lived in the country for so long.
I took the Director’s remarks as meaning
ibat it was somewhat of a punishment for
an inspector to live in the country areas.
That was one reason—and there are plenty
‘of others—why I did not see eye to eye
with him in the statement he made to me.
T consider that the children come first and
that the material welfare of the inspectors
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comes later, Anyhow he declined to alter
his opinion and would not in any way
change the disposition of the inspestors. 1
submit that as another little problem to
which the Minister might give consideration
in the future, -

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [8.47]: I
differ from the member for Williams-Nar-
rogin, When he commenced to speak I
thought he was going to appland the Minis-

-ter a little more, but his note was a pessi-

mistie one,

Mr. Doney: Yon eould not have listened
very carefully.

Mr. TRIAT: I did, and I think the hon.
member must wear a belt as well as braces be-
vause he is so pessimistic. The Minister, when
introducing the Estimates last night, gave us
something of substance and te me it was of
importance. He said that the expenditure
was going to increase and that there would
be improved methods of education, and con-
sideration given to regional sechools and hos.
tels for the children of ecountry districts.
He went on to say that the extra expense,
beyond the ordinary cost of living at home,
would be met by the department. If that
is not an improvement, I fail to know what
is. I congratulate the Minister on producing
the brightest spot in the Estimates this ges-
sion! I hope he will be able to carry out his
intentions, Unfortunately for my -electors
those intentions eannot be put into operation
in my district. With the exeeption of two
schools that are four miles apart, all the
schools in my electorate are 50 to G0 miles
apart. It will, therefore, be impossible tc
utilise many of the suggestions that will
operate in areas like York and Narrogin.

The people of the goldfields, apart from
those of the Kalgoorlie district which is a
fine centre of education, suffer great
disabilities. In many cases the schools are
small and, I presume, are the ones included
in the 56.2 per ecent. where the cost of eduea-
tion per child is £26 18s. 644d. There are
types of schools in my electorate that would
be ineluded in the 37 per cent. where the
cost is £21 11s. 6d. per child. T expect the
Fdueation Department to stand up fo the
problem of good class teachers. Today we
have in all the important schools, without ex.
ception, very high grade teacheras. 'The
moment the grade is raised the teacher is
taken from the back country sehool and
brought to a higher grade school in the met-
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ropolitan area. That means that a lower
grade temcher is sent to these achools, and
that tencher is not as efficient as the other.
I hope that when these teachers are suitable
and their grade is increased they will be paid
the extra money and kept.where they are
s0 a3 to give those children the benefit of
the higher grade teachers.

I presume that visual education will not
be put into operation in most of our back
country schools. That is another matter for
the more congested areas. Possibly places
like Mt. Magnet, Gwalia and Leonora will
be able to utilise visual education as there is
electricity at those towns and projectors
eould be used. I hope that will be done,

The education of natives and half-castes
is a big factor in my district and in other
goldfields areas. I apgree with the Minister
that the segregation of thuse children is not
possible. It could not be done at Mt. Magnet
because the population is not large enough.
The half-castes should be taught so that they
get a better idea of hygiene. The ideas on
hygiene that a person has depend on how
that person is brought up in the first eight
or mine years of his life. If a child is
taught to be clean he will continue to be
elean, whether he is black, white or brindle.
Where children sre brought up in a dirty
state they remain dirty.

I wag surprised to hear the Minister say
last night that patives and half-castes are
not able to assimilate s reasonable amount of
education. I told members some time ago of
an experience I had at Mt. Margaret mission
where the teacher gave a demonstration.
The Federal member for Kalgoorlie—the
Minister for the Interior now—and I were
present on that occasion. Three little child-
ren, not more than ten years of age, gave a
demonstration of their capabilities in connee-
tion with mental arithmetic. T have never
seen such a thing before. The demonstra-
tion was ecarried out with a sliding black-
board, ebout the size of an ordinary door,
on 8 pulley which raised and lowered it.
The board had three sets of the figures one
to nine arranged higgledy-piggledy. Each
child was given & wand and each wand was
of a different colour, one being red, one
white and one blue. The red was the multi-
plier, the white indicated shillings and the
blue pence. The children turned their backs
and the board was moved, and as they turned
they struck the board with their wands and

- to a hostel,
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instantanepusly gave the answer to the prob-
lem presented. ‘

I would not have believed what took place
had I not geen it. They did this not onee
but a dozen times. No white children could
exceed them in speed. I asked the teacher
if they could assimilate higher education,
and he said, “There is po limit to what a
black man can do. At Kalgoorlie I will in-
troduce you to a full-blooded Queensland
aboriginal who went to England and took his
B.A. degree. He is now one of our mission-
aries teaching in the islands.” That shows
what the black man can do, and if the black
man e¢an do it, the half-caste can.

The Minister for Justicc: He can do it
if he is given the opportunity.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes. Together with many
white children on the goldflelds he does not
get the opportunity. There are not suffi-
cient people to warrant putting in more
schools on the goldfields, I am speaking of
schools 50 miles apart, In beiween those
scthools there are station properties with,
perhaps, two or three children. Those chil-
dren eannot attend a school and the mother
has to educate them by means of corre-
spondence classes. That is very difficult for
her to do together with her house work,
cooking, ete. I am of the opinion that the
hostel system will relieve these people. The
bostel will be of no consequenes to the
younger children. It is not meant for
them, but for those who are in the fifth to
seventh standards. ‘We would notf send chil-
dren of kindergarten age to a hostel.

Mr. Watts: The hostel system might mean
that some of the present schools will be
cloged.

Mr. TRIAT: That is so, but children in
the first and second classes would not go
Those children would be much
better taught at the schools in the back
country. I hope the Minister will see his
way clear to giving consideration to the pro-
positions he has ontlined. Tf when the time
is available he will take the opportunity
to make a trip to my electorate and through
that of the Minister for Mines, he will real-
ise the difficulties experienced by the people
living there in the educafing of their chil-
dren. The wages received by those people
do not warrant their sending the children
to a school other than the loeal one. When
those children complete their education at
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the loca] school they cannot, without tak-
ing on a special course, go beyond the or-
dinary standards. They eannot get into the
junior class because there is no opportunity
to do so unless the teacher is prepared to
teach them in his spare time. Therefore
children of the back couniry cannot get into
the State Civil Service,

I commend the Minister on bringing be-
fore the Committee the new educational pro-
posals, and on the faet that he is prepared
fo aspend some money on education. I as-
sume that be is prepared to put up a bet-
ter clags of building. I do mot think there
is any district in the State that is more
badly situated than mine in this regard. I
have approached the department with scant
results. I presume that is on account of

the seareity of materials and men. I trust -

that the coming years will give the depart-
ment some opportunity to provide the neces.
sary facilities such as shelter sheds snd
drinking facilities. We have hot weather
on the pgoldfields and unnless many good
water tanks are supplied the children will
have to drink hot water, which is totally
wrong. Mr. Wilson, the goldfields engineer,
told me that he had invented a system of
cooling the water in the sun by means of
a dual tank. He claims that the water be-
comes cool enough to be palatable. He has
submitted the plans to the Education De-
partment and the Public Works Depart-
ment. The Government ghould give con-
sideration to installing this system at the
goldfields schools.

The Minister for Education: We have
adopted that scheme and intend to do what
you suggest.

Mr. TRIAT: I am glad to hear that. I
subseribe to the Estimates as pronouneced by
the Minister. I trust that the eoming year
will see as much improvement as last year.
If the Mipister achieves that be will again
get my support,

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [8.58]: I comn-
mend the Minister for Education on the very
interesting speech he made when introducing
the Education Estimates. He certainly gave
me B new conception as to the improvements
of education in this State because of the
many reforms indicated by bhim, which he
recommended should be put into operation.
He mentioned the new schools. I assame that
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the idea of baving new schools is to be ir
readiness for the inereased number of pupil
that will result from the raising of the
school leaving age. I also assume that in ad
dition to constructing new schools it will b
necessary, when the school leaving age i
raised, to increase the accommodation at th
existing schools. The Minister also pointec
to the necessity for improving the guality o
gchool teachers. Apart from that aspeet, .
think it will be necessary to increase the
number of school teachers beecause onee the
gschool leaving age is reached and we have as
inereased number of pupils in our schools
the numerieal strength of the pre-war staf
of teachers will he inadequate,

It has to be realised that during the wa
years the teaching staff was considerably de

pleted because of enlistments for war ser

vice. With the return to peacetime con
ditions many more teachers will be require
to cope with the needs of the greater num
ber of students at the schools. The standar
of the teacher is an all-important factor. I
we are to get the standard of teacher tha
the Minister stressed, it might be as well &
consider cxtending the training period nov
available. A little time apo, the period wa
reduced to one year but later was extendes
to two years. In my opinion, in order
bring to the edueatien of our young the ad
vantage of properly qualified teachers, th
Minister might consider, among prospectiv
reforms, the increasing of the trainin,
period to at least three years.

Hon. J. C. Willecock: What about a re
fresher course of six months for men whe
they return from service?

Mr. NEEDHAM: That would be ver
useful indeed, but I do not think a trainin,
period of three years for ordinary teacher
will be too little in order to have a properh
qualified staff. It is recognised elsewhere i
the Commonweanlth and T believe, in th
T.S.A, and Great Britain, that the period o
training should be not lesy than three year:
Another reform suggested by the Ministe
wag the consolidation of schools and he in
dicated the advantages that would acerue t
children were that system inaungnrated
Among those advantages the Minister men
tioned the benefit to be derived by assoeis
tion with other children and thoge visual aid
to education that could not be provided i
other cirecumstances, which was emphasise
by the member for Mt. Magnet. If the die
tance that the children have to travel to
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consolidated school—I believe the mazimum
distance suggested is 30 miles—then T think
the establishment of these institutions will be
a step in the right direction.

The Minister was questioned last evening
about the possibility of Government assis-
tance being forthcoming for the purpose of
defraying the cost of meals at hostels that
would be provided in conpection with the
consolidated schools. I hope parents will re-
ceive some assistance in that respect and
that they will not have to bear the cost of
the transport of their children to the schools.
The Minister also indicated the intention of
the Government to cater for the cducation of
physically defective children and to help
with the teaching of those unfortunates
known gs rubella ¢hildren, I am glad to
hear him say that it was possible to cducate
those young people with varions aids. I
am sure that is better than establishing
special schools for them. While the Minister
was speaking I interjected with a remark
about the need to combat the caunse of the
allments from which these children suffer,
ineluding the loss of hearing. The Minister
rightly replied that that was a matter for
the Minister for Health. I hope that later
on we shall hear what that Minister’s de-
partment is doing fo cope with German
mesasles so as to prevent, as far as possible,
any addition to the number of rubella
children.

Another matter that I hoped the Minister
would have referred to in presenting his
Estimates concerns the pre-school child and
kindergartens. 1 wish the Minister had in-
dicated the intention of the Government to
accept full responsibility in that respect. 1
think the preparing of the ehild for attend-
ance at school should be the responsibility
of the Government. Perhaps that matter
is under consideration and when the Min-
ister for Education next presents his Esti-
mates he may be able to inform the ¢ountry
what the Government intends to do. All the
suggested reforms are so far, so good, but
all' will require the expenditure of money.
I have been wondering whether the increased
Education Vote for this year—the in-
crease in -the Vote amounts to £26,406—
will he -sufficient to meet the cost
of -the reforms indicated. We must all ap-
preciate that other reforms are also required
before our edneational system can be placed
on-a.proper basis. I am afraid that educa-
tion-has been looked upon as the Cinderella
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of our social services, whereas to my mind
it is most important as applying to our
young people.

I realise that the Vote this year brings the
allocation for educational purposes to the
vieinjity of £1,000,000, That is not too
much to spend on the education of our
children. In faet, it is far from being
enough. I realise the difficulties of the State
Treasurer in meeting the demands associated
with a proper scheme of educatinnal facili-
ties. The task was diffieult enough when the
State had full eontrol over tnxation; it is
much more difficult now with the uniform
taxation system in vogue and the State
having to take just what the Commonwealth
Treasurer feels inclined to provide. It may
be that wniform taxation will continue in
peacetime. We do not know for how long
it will continue, but even if the State re-
gained control of its own taxation as
formerly we would still require assistance
from the Commaonwealth Government in con-
nection with our educational system. I un-
derstand that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is to devote £10,000,000 for educational
purposes.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The Commonwealth
did not agree to that.

Mr. NEEDHAM: 1 thought the money
was to be provided,

My. Watts: It was suggested that the Com-
monwealth should undertake the task.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Yes, but the Com-
monwealth Government would not agree.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I hope that we will
again ask the Commonwealth Government to
do so. The State Government should persist
with its appeal for finaneial assistance for
edueational purposes.

Mr. North: In econjunction with other
States?

Mr. NEEDHAM: Yes. I realise that the
States, particularly the smaller States of
Tasmania, South Australia and Western Aus-
tralia, are handicapped not only regarding
education but other matters as well. Those
States require fnanecial assistance for many
reasons, one of the prineipal of which is that
if they are to have the proper type
of teacher they must be prepared to
pay him an adequate salary. The salaries
paid in this State at present are not
commensurate with the responsibilities borne
by teachers. Our first duty as parents is to
develop the minds and ideas of ‘our children
and set them a proper example in our homes,
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50 that as they grow to maphood and woman-
hood -they will develop into good citizens.
There is a period in the life of a child, how-
ever, when it leaveg the parent and is placed
under the charge of & teacher in the school.
The teacher then immediately assumes the
responsibility that formerly was that of the
parents. As we appreciate the responsibility
of the teacher in that respect, we will equally
appreciate the need for an adequate salary
being paid to bhim.

The Minister for Education: Salaries are
fixed by the Classification Board, and a re-
classtfication is due next year.

Mr. NEEDHAM : Possibly the board did
the best it eould in the circumstances, but
that does not suggest there is no room for
improvement in the salaries of the teachers,
There are reforms required which I am sure
the present Minister for Education knows of,
as he was in the Education Department him-
self. I feel certain he is sympathetic towards
many of the reforms, but he must have the
money before he can effect them. The ques-
tion is, where is the money to come from?
Mr, Chairman, it would be almost a banality
or a platitude to say, “If we eould get money
for war, we can get money for peace.”” Dur-
ing the yvears of tremendous struggle from
which we have just emerged, this country
was spending colossal sums in the destrue-
tion of human life for the preservation of
the liberty of the people of this country.
If that could be done to preserve our liber-
ties, surely money can be found to edncate
our children in order properly to equip them
for the battle of life. I hope the Minister
for Education and his Government will have
no hesitation at all in making further repre-
sentations to the Commonwealth Parliament
as to the necessity for Commonwealth finan-
eial assistance for edueation.

[Mr. Fox took the Chair.]

HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [9.17]:
T join with the member for York in assnr-
ing the Minister that we all appreciate the
vision, the energy and the enthusiasm with
which he has addressed himself to the duties
of his office; but all the vision, all the energy
and all the enthusiasm imaginable can pro-
duce little, if any, effect unless money is
available to produce that effect. T confess
that T am somewhat in a fog as to the finan-
cial position so far as the Education De-
partment is concermed. For instance, the
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Minister assured the Commitfee that Ilast
year he exceeded the Vote by a very con-
siderable sum. Is that so? .

The Minister for Education: No, the year
before.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I heard it repeated
here.

The Minister for Education: I am not
responsible for what the member for
Williams-Narrogin said.

Hon. N. KEENAN: T do not suggest that
but, as it was uncontradicted when I heard
it, and as I did not hear the original state-
ment, I took it for granted that what the
member for Williams-Narrogin said was cor-
rect.

The Minister for Education: What I actu-
ally said was that last year our expenditure
was £358 less than the Vote, but that the
Vote last year was a very big excess on the
expenditure for the previous year.

Hon. N. KEENAN : If that is correct, then
last year the Vote was not entirely spent;
a small amount remained unexpended. As
for the present year, as I shall point out
at a later stage, the proposed increase is
almost negligible; in faet, of the proposed
increase, the only item whichk shows a large
measure of increase is that for the staff of
the Teachers’ College. There is an increase
there of 44 per cent.; but with the exception
of that one item, the increases—where there
are increases—are of a very small character.

The Minister for Eduecation: But surely
you agree that that is the place to inerease
the expenditure first—in the preparation of
the teacher,

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yes, I am quite pre-
pared to coneede that that might well be
justified—and I want this to be appreciated
by the Committee—that although it is abso-
lutely necessary and proper to extend the
period of training and thereby to produce
a more highly skilled teacher, nevertheless
it is possible to go too far in what one
might describe as the output of the college.
For instance, there is no greater mistake
than the idea that in 1930 the Teachers’
College was closed solely becanse of the de-
pression. On the contrary, had there been
no depression, it would have been closed.

I was then Minister for Edncation; and
the first thing I learnt—and this is now
within the knowledge of the present Minister
for Education—was that nearly six years be-
fare, in 1925, the then head of the
Teachers’ College had warned the Govern-
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ment that his institution was turning out
more teachers than the system could ab-
sorb, and that there was necessity for clos-
ing it down to some extent. But no notice
was taken of that warning, and so one of
my firat experiences as Minister was to be
interviewed by fathers of children who had
gone through the Teachers’ College in 1927
and who had still not been appointed to
any school. So, had there never been a de-
pression and had no oceasion arisen to cut
down expenditure in every possible way,
nevertheless the only proper course would
have been to close the college for some
period of time, or very seriously to curtail
its operations in order to allow that excess
number to be absorbed in the system. Al-
though I do not bave any reason to suppose
that that may happen again, I would seri-
ously warn the department against allowing
such a happening to occur cnce more.

It is desirable to correct what is so fre-
quently called in our party exchange of
criticism the statement that it was an act
of vandalism to close down the Teachers’
College in 1930, The member for York and
many other members who have spoken and
who have anticipated me in catching the
Chairman’s eye, have deprived me of mat-
ter to which I would have liked to call the
Minister’s attention; but I am sure he has
listened to them with great attention and
I do not want to weary either him or the
Committee by repeating it. There are, how-
ever, a few matters in respect of which I
would desire the Minister to give me a
hearing. If there is one subject upon which
I feel myself thoroughly at ome with the
Minister, it is that there should be some
very strong effort made to secure equality
of opportunity. It is absurd to say that it
can be achieved; it can be achieved in some
degree, perhaps a large degree, but not
completely because of the very grave dis-
advantages that are imposed on certain
citizens by their distance from the metro-
polie and from the higher grade schools.
For instance, take the University!

I have always contended that, the Univer-
sity has a false name when it is called the
University of Western Australia. It is no
sach thing; it is puarely and simply the
University of Perth. The firat Senate, of
whieh I was a member, almost kicked me
out of the Senate room for being an ex-
ponent of that view. But it is a fact. It
is a fact perhaps unavoidable. Even sup-
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posing that we give, as we do give to &
very large extent, free educaiion at the
University, it ean only be availed of by
those who live in Perth and whose parents
can send them to the University. If
they come from the country, unless they
are fortunate enough to secure bursaries,
it is an impossible proposition for them.
So it is the University of Perth and not
the University of Western Australia. It
can never be the University of Western
Australia unti! the system is made suffi-
ciently elastic and sufficiently wide to give
an opportunity to every child in the coun-
try, who shows herself or himself worthy
of it, the means to attend the University.

Now, if I look at the University exhibi-
tions which are provided for in this Vote,
I find that they are absolutely miserable.
So far from showing any increase they
show a 25 per cent. decrease, and that is
not a matter for any congratulation. The
secondary schools scholarships are main-
tained at approximately the same figure,
but only approximately. In the first case,
for direct exhibitions for the purpose of
attending the University, a miserable sum
of £600 is provided; in the second case,
for the seecondary schools’ scholarships the
amount is a few pounds less than was pro-
vided for in last year’s Estimates. Of
course, everything comes back to the money
question, and the Minister no doubt would
say that what he has to do is to seleet
from among a number of desirable things
that have to be accomplished, what was
the most necessary. I agree that that is so.

I agree that, unfortunately, the money
question settles it. It is not as simple as
the member for Perth seemed to think he-
cause, for the purpose of saving our
national existence, we practically burnt our
house down. It is no use shutting our eyes
to the fact that the whole British Empire
is a bankrupt concern today. Great Bri-
tain, we all know, is bankrupt; and we are
bankrupt too. We had no choice but to be
bankrupt, just as, for instance, Mr. Chair.
man, if a fire is approaching a homestead
and there is a valuable crop in the way,
the erop is burnt in order to make a last
desperate effort to save the homestead.
That is exactly what we have done as a
nation—not merely Australia, but every
part of the British Empire.

Mr. Smith: Do you think we will get &
discharge in bankruptey?
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Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not know. If
the hon. member were the person deter-
mining the matter I would have distinct
hopes. In the absence of that position I
decline to meke any answer. Allow me fo
ask the Committee io realise thaf the Min-
ister, and every Minister who suceeeds
him in office, have to recognise the
unfortunate position of what I might

describe as finencial econtrol. If we
cannot get the money it is no wuse
laying plans to do things; and if

he can get but a limited grant of
money he has to spend it, as I just said, for
the most urgent and most desirable objects.
I remember Mr, Clubb, a former Director
of Edueation, being very angry at the time
I spoke of, the depression, when that rule
was applied. I wrote it in big letters and
said, “Let us realise that we have only a
small sum to spend and let us pick out from
many worthy objects only those which are
the most necessary.” Although that rule is
by no means so rigid to-day, nevertheless to
a large extent it still continues; and the
Minister has a perfeet right to say that he
has to avail himself of that rule and not
carry on as he might well wish to earry on,
I have no doubt, many other desirable re-
forms,

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you suggest increasing
fhe gdeficit fo make further provision for
education?

Hon. N KEENAN: By increasing the
deficit we are doing something. We are in-
creasing it today. It is a compliment to
oneself to imagine that one is paying one’s
way. There are & few other matters I wish
to comment on. One is the actual increase
in the Vote. The member for Williams-Nar-
rogin commented on the fact that year in,
year out, these Estimates are pretty much
the same. This year the actual increase is
just under 214 per cent., and the same an-
swer conld be made to that which could he
made to other comments; and that iz that
there is no possibility for the moment of
going any further. I welcome the 'state-
ment by the Minister thai rubella children
are to be dealt with in so satisfactory a
manner, The first organisation T know of
to deal with this very serious problem was
formed in Nedlands, I think the Minister
attended the opening ceremony.

Undoubtedly s number of very public-
spirited people have thrown their heart and

soul into the project, and it will be a gr
consolation to them to be aware tl
through a system of increased hearing caj
city these children may be ed-cated in |
ordinary manner with other children in |
schools. That will not only relieve th
from the large expenditure that must
incurred when these children are separat
treated but will also increase the opp
tonity of the children to learn their we
and appreciate their future doties of ¢
zenship, I agree with the Minister in ¢
gratolating the parents and citizens’ orga
sations on the work they have done. 1
Minister mentioned some partieular bo
of parents and citizens which spent ££
or £800, but if I may once more indu
in parochial bragging, I would point ¢
that the parents and citizens of Nedlar
have spent over £1,000—TI think the fig
is in the vicinity of £1,200.

The Minister for Education: I was 1
referring to the total expenditure, but
a single amount.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Even the gates
the school did not belong to the Governm:
but to the parents and citizens, who presen
them to the Government.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is the eommun
spirit we are trying to develop.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is the sp
that exists in the particular part of
metropolitan area with which I am as
ciated,

Mr. J. Hegney: It is not the only p
in which it exists either.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I alse want to s
port the remarks of the member for Pe
on kindergartens. Again, in my eleet
ate we are struggling to establish kind
gariens. Nowadays, owing to heavy ta
tion and to appeals for patriotic purpo:
money is very scarce; but we have rai
between £800 and £900.

Mr. J. Hegney: We have a free kind
garten at Bayswater—the poor man’s to1

Hon. N. KEENAN: This will be a f
kindergarten when it is built. But th
again the cost is colossal. The estim
originally was that the buildings and grou:
would he made ready for this first school
be started for £1,200. But that amount |
increased to £1,600 for the same build
and accommodation and that means an
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litional tax onm those people, who neverthe-
ess will, I am certain, carry their project
hrough suceessfully,

I now have to say something very dis-
igreeable; because if there is ome member
vholly averse to surrendering powers to the
“ommonwealth, I suppose I am that mem-
er. But it appears to me that the draw-
acks evident in onr primary education
ystem can be classed under three main
ieads. In the fixst plaee, with the exception
f some schools, the buildings are not suit-
ible. There are some schools that can nn-
loubtedly be classed as being in every sense
if the word perfect for their work—but only
« few. The great majority are not suitable;
either ig the equipment. In faet, the other
lay there appeared in the newspaper a re-
yott of some country school where the desks
rongisted of some rough-hewn tops of cases.
Fhe Minister saw that report, I have no
oubt.

The Minister for Education: It was un-
fair, and did not set out the true position.
Sufficient money has been made available to
renew out-moded desks in all schools, but
we have not been able to get the desks made.

Hon. N. KEENAN: At any rate the eon-
ditions, when one learned of them, made
one feel ashamed. The third drawback is
lack of staff. No doubt, if the Minister had
& free hand, the staff would be more than
doubled. Today classes are far too large.
As an ex-teacher, the Minister knows that
one ecannof expect a teacher to give attention
to the huge elasses he is called upon to
attend to.

The Minister for Edueation: There again
we cannot move, because the size of the classes
15 determined by the number of teachers
available, and we have not sufficient teachers.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The Minister
ean say all that when he is replying.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am very glad to
hear what the Minister has said, although it
is not borne ont by the Estimates. I would
again remind members that the Estimates
contemplate an inerease of only 2% per eent.
In fact, the position is that we have no pros-
pect of finding sufficient money to spend on
education from our straitened resourees, and
wo have fo realise that. I said at the begin-
ning that it is to me, possibly more than to
anyone in this Chamber, a matter of repug-
nance to ¢onsider surrendering any powers
to the Commmonwealth. But I recognise
that in this matter we cannot give that edu-
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cation we all desire to give, with the re-
sources at our command. That position is not
one that we can hope will end tomorrow but
is a state of existence that on the whole will
deteriorate in the future; because no one of
us anticipates that we are going to have in-
creased revenue from the State’s resources
in the future over what we have enjoyed in
the past.

That is an unfortunate position to which
we must not shut our eyes. We must recognise
il and be prepared to hand over to the Com-
monwealth, by reference under Seetion 51 of
the Constitution Act, the control of primary
und secondary education in this State. I be-
lieve we can maintain our university eduea-
tion, becanse fortunately it was endowed by
very considerable sums by a gentleman who
is now dend. Possibly, too, we may receive
—and I hope we will—sums of money from
other people that can be used for buildings
and for the provision of professors, lee-
turers and other staff appointments. But
there is no hope of our being able to meet
the hill for earrying on primary education
at the standard at which it should be carried
on or secondary education, either. It is
therefore only proper that we should recog-
nise that fact and take steps which are neees-
sary and possible to promote the surrender
by the State to the Commonwealth of sll
responsibility for education.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [9.39]: I
promised the Minister the other night, when
we were dealing with another item on the
Estimates, that I would have a word or two
to say to him in regard to his reply to a
question I raised concerning the desirability
of having separate schools for native child-
ren. I propose fo disecuss that maiter to-
night, not only in order to put certain views
before the Minister, but in order that mem-
bers of the Committee may be acquainted
with the contents of certain papers that the
Minister laid on the Table of the House.
In the course of his speech last evening the
Minister cited a report from an unnamed
inspector, eoncerning the excellent progress
being made at the Moore River Native Settle-
ment School, recently taken over by the
Education Department and apparently
staffed—as I gathered from the Minister's
observations—by persons who have some
special qualifications in dealing with native
children, That report indieated that those
children are making good progress unnder
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the instructors that they have, to the great
satisfaction of the inspector, considering the
short time they have been under that manage-
ment,

Let it be remembered, by those who lis-
tened with satisfaetion to the Minister, that
this partienlar school is a native school in
which, if T understand the position aright—
as I believe T do—there are no white child-
ren at all, so the instance cited by the Minis-
ter did not go any distance fo substantiate
the policy of the Government, as expressed
by the Minister, that there is going to be no
consideration given to separate schools for
native children even in areas or towns where
they are present in substantial numbers,
sufficient to warrant the estahlishment of a
Government school in the ordinary way.

Among the papers tabled by the Minister,
at the same time as he answered that ques-
tion, was a report from a teacher who was
formerly at Woogenellup in my district, a
report from the bead teacher of the school
at Mullewa where about 40 per cent. of the
children on the roll are native children, and
a report from a feacher who was formerly
at Mullewa and who is now in some other
portion of the State, made on the 3rd May,
1944, which indicates that there are the
strongest possible reasons for giving much
further consideration to the question of
separate teaching for native children, not
only in the interests of the white popula-
tion, but more particularly in the interests
of the native children themselves. The first
report to which I wish to refer was from
Miss Lutz who, on the 22nd May, 1944, in
the course of a report furnished to the Edu-
cation Department, says—

Caste children are often withdrawm and shy
to the extent of appearing obstinate. They
are by nature happy with 2 ‘“take no thought
for the future'' outlook. The fnture has little
to offer the caste c¢hild so he does not think
unduly about it. Typieal of the caste child
iz his envy of the white child, an envy often
aggravated by daily contact with the white
child’s superiority. His envy intensifies with
age, turning into reseatment as the caste child
grows to maturity.

That is one paragraph that I wished par-
ticularly to bring before the notice of the
Committee. The report from Mr. Nadebaum
who, I understand, 15 now head teacher at
Mullewa school—which is a document care-
fully drafted and containing tables giving
considerable particulars of native and caste
children at his school—goes on to cover a
lot of ground that I do not propose to

traverse. He gives all the reasons that i
fluence him in ecoming to the conclusio
which I will read shortly. He gives the actu
experience in that school regarding a lar
pumber of children vunder his care. I
discusses their progress, whether normal
otherwise, and their attainments in va
ous branches of learning such as arit
metie, reading, spelling and the lil
their efforts in drawing, soeial studi
and literature. He gives them fi
marks, as will be found from a perusal

his report, in any instance where they she
any superiority, marked or otherwise, ov
the white children. He does not attem
in any portion of his report to take the pa
of the white children or to be in the lea
inimical to the native children, or to take t
an attitude that is sometimes taken up u
reasonably—-and sometimes reasonably—
objecting to the presence of native childr
in the schools. In my view he attempts to gi
a balanced judgment of the situation as .
sees it, and to make a contribution to t
discussion on this question, whick I belie
should be of great value te the Governme
in eonsidering this matter. After coveri
all this ground in detail he concludes wi
some general remarks, that are as follows :-

From the aforesaid it may be evident th
native ehildren and castes cannot hope
enjoy an education suited to their needs a
adaptabilities if they continue to be sehool
under the existing conditions side by side wi
white children. I would advocate unreserved
apecial schools for native children and cast:
If not special schools, then special classi
but special schools are infinitely preferab
Factors in favour of speeial schools are—

(1) The native child iz one who reac
quickly to provecation, and the caste chi
reacts still more quickly. Teasing and t
term ‘‘niggers’’ are common enough in a
school where coloured children attend, T
coloured child, frequently strong and wir
is quick to react. How does he reactt I
picks up a stone., He seldom comes to clo
quartera, It forced to there he does n
punch, but rather kicks or bites. Sehool rule
fear of punishment, etc., are null and vo
when anger caunses theso instinctive tende
cies to be employed.

(2) The native child needs a much mo
thorough and practical educatior in ¢l
matter of personal cleanliness and hygie
than does the white, The white child h
much taught him in the home; the caste chi
very little. In a school where caste childr
attend, daily inspections of substanti
thoroughness are necessary, and faeciliti
must exist for bathing, head-combing tres
ment. These facilities do not exist in ol
schools at present.
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(3) The native child requires a longer
eriod of association with his teacher than
o¢a the white. It takes monthe to under
tand coloured children well enough to under-
ake successful teaching, I have moticed that
rogress in the second year, under a specific
eacher, i3 almost invariably better, Special
chools could well be organised, therefore,
o that children would spend more than ¢ne
‘ear under the same teacher. It would seem
00 that boys and girls in or about class 4
hould be segregated, though not because I
ave noticed loose morals in caste children
ttending schools.

(4) The native child requires a special
urriculum ard special teaching by special
eachers trained for the job.

(5) Parents of white children frequently
wbject to their children’s association with
atives and castes for many good reasons, if
‘or some reasons unwarranted.

(8) The native or caste child is made to
mffer some degredation even in the hest of
wr schools. The most expert handling can-
wt stop the children from jeering and scorn-

ng....
)f the factors against special schools, he
ames two—

{1) Some natives and eastes are under the

‘White Act'’ and may resent the segregation
f their children in special schools,
f they are under the Native Administration
Act and are classed as white children, I take
t they would not be in a school for natives.
- presume there may be some misunderstand-
ng of the law in that paragraph. The only
ither factor against is this—

{2) Special schools may not be completely

szecessful unless natives and castes are segre-
zated in communal settlements,
That is no doubt responsible for the ap-
parent complete success of the Moore River
Native School. It may be possible that such
places as Carrolup and elsewhere, if settle-
ments were constituted, wonld be equally
atisfretory. I do not think, however, it
should operate to prevent the establishment
of 2 separate native school where there are
suffictent natives to warrant it. As the num-
ber which is commonly taken under regula-
tion as being required for the establishment
of a Government school is 14, I suggest that
that figure be taken. I know that a lower
number can be used whken a Government
building is not required to be erected.

The Minister for Edueation: Is not the
weight of opinion on the file contrary to
the opinion expressed by that teacher?®

Mr. WATTS: I think not. I read
the remarks of Miss Lutz. She does not
express au apinion ome way or the other
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as to separate schools, but she endorses the
reasons which Mr. Nadebaum gives ag two
reasons for the segregation of the children.

The Minister for Education: That is two
reports out of half-a-dozen.

Mr. WATTS: It is three when I read
the report of Mpr. Staples, and the only
three reports of the six or eight that are
here that are worth reading. The remainder
have not tackled the matter in a detailed
manner. A few points have been seribbled
down for consideration, such as the pro-
gress made with arithmetic. From that
point of view, there are only three reports
out of the lot that are of any use. These
three, curiously enough, are almost entirely
agreed as to most of the aspeets involved.
This report ends by saying—

I feel, however, -that special sehools for
native and caste ehildren would prove of sub-

stantial benefit to the nation, embodying all
ita inhabitants, white or black.

The other report I intend to read becanse
I regard it as one which has endeavoured
to deal with the subject, and it is that of
Mr. A. C. Staples who wrote the report from
Mullewa in May, 19441 do not know
where he i3 now—and comes, only by a
much shorter route, to the same conclusion
as the one I have just read. After covering
the ground and giving his personal views
and experiences on the attendance and at-
tainments of the various classes of children
he handled, he ends up by saying—

Where possible colonred children should at-
tend their own eehool, which the whites’
school can never be. They are keen to assume
respongibility for something of their own.
In the junior section of this school, where
there are 16 coloured children to 20 whites,
they assume equel responsibility with whites
for gardens, closets, library. On the other
hand, in the senior section where eight
coloured children are swamped by 23 whites,
they withdrew entirely. With a group of all
coloured children, practieal training in
hygiene could be carried out more effectively
—one would not seem to be continually
singling out ecoloured children. The teacher
would be able to recognise their colour more
frankly and so be able to give more effective
soeial training., Boeial activities of the
parenta could be eentred on the sehool.

I do not in any cireumstances wish to in-
jure the prospects of cur coloured brethren
in our ¢country. We have them here and
we have to make the best we can of them.
I am convinced we shall not make the best
we can of them and the children of that
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race under the present system. On the
contrary, all I have seen and all the in-
formation I can obtain, limited though it
may be, and the papers I have just read
through from people who can be con-
sidered, I think, te bave more chance of
coming to a conclusion on the matter than
I have, indicate that the present system is
not satisfactory. It therefore becomes our
duty—we have a duty and responsibility to
these people—to find some better method.
I believe that the better method is the one
which will bring up these natives and half-
caste children by a system of eduecation
which will be separate and distinct from
their difficulties and needs. If the time
comes when one of them or & number of
them by the education they received can
feel themselves put on an equality, men-
tally, with equivalent people in the white
population, T have no doubt they will take
their place with them. If we can by a
separate system of teaching bring some of
them into professions and trades so that
when they attain years when they will be
expected to earn their living they can take
their place with a feeling of mental equal-
ity, no doubt they will be able to ecarry on
suceessfully.

So long as the present system is persisted
in, native and half-caste children will suffer
from an inferiority complex which will fol-
low them all throngh life. Not because I
wish to take up the eudgels on behalf of
those who continually complain about
native children being at school but because
I believe primarily it will be in the best
interests of the natives and half-castes
themselves, I seriously ask the Govern-
ment to reconsider this matter and perhaps
go so far as to conduet an experiment and
see what the result of that will be. Is
there any improvement? By & process of
trial and error we may ultimately reach
the best method of dealing with the pro-
blem. Further, I do not wish to lose sight
of the feelings of some of the white people
- where there are instances where the
conditions of native and half-caste
children who attend country scheels in
particular are very poor. If we are
not going to take steps tio ensure
that cleanliness and decency are in-
culcated in the homes of those coloured
people, then we can hardly expect—if we
are going to persist in the Minister’s point
of view as he enunciated it the other day—
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the white population to receive these people,
and so the situation will be that we cannot
leave things as they are mow.

If we are not going to accept the system
of separate education, separate provision
for the instruction and betterment of these
children, then are we going to leave the
position just as it is at present with ne
effort being made to cure the defects that
obviously exist? We certainly cannot deo
that, .There hag to be an alteration one way
or the other. Either we must have a segre-
gated system of education or we must en-
sure, so far as is humanly possible, that
the children of the native and half-caste
type who attend the white schools are at
least included amongst those of whom Mr,
Nadebaum said in his report, “Cleanliness,
very good.” If we leave them as those
deseribed as “very dirty” we should have
dissatisfaction and a worse state of inferi-
ority complex. Do not forget that while
the white population takes exeeption to the
dirty ones, all the native and half-easte
children come in for the eriticism, So I
earnestly appeal to the Minister who, I
know, is a thoughtful man—if he were not,
I would hardly have wasted my effort on
him—to give consideration to those aspects
and make some change in the present posi-
tion, whether it be in one direction or the
other.

The Minister for Education: The matter
is under constant observation.

Mr., WATTS: But this position has ex-
isted for so long and protests have been
voiced for so many years, though I have
refrained from voicing them in this Cham-
ber becaunse I did not wish to associate my-
self with anything that would simply have
the effect of damning the half.easte child,
but there comes & stage where one has ta
speak, and so far as I am concerned, that
time is now. I was anxions before I said
anything %o ascertain what some of the
schoolmasters had to say on this very diff-
cult topie. For to-night, however, T have
dealt suffieiently with the natives.

I should like to say a word or two about
the aren school. The hon, gentleman said
that the question of obtaining suitable sites
for area schools was under consideration.
There is a feeling abroad in mwany parts of
the State that it is just as easy to establish
the type of school commonly known gs the
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area school in Western Australia as it is in
Tasmania, from which much publicity in
regard to the matter has come to us, Of
course it is perfectly clear that that is not
so. Tasmania has an area which, by com-
parison with that of Western Australia, is
extremely small, It is a closely-settled island
by comparison with this State. I have no
doubt it is more closely setiled than is our
South-West and, in- consequence, the meth-
ods that have been adopted there have been
much easier of execution than similar meth-
ods would be in Western Australia, be-
cause there are parts of this State where
the population at present is of so scattered
a nature, even in the South-West Land Divi-
gion, that the proposition could not he
tackled.

Undoubtedly there are distriels in the
southern portion of the State where area
schools could be constituted something on
the Tasmanian model and having such a dis-
tinct bias towards the industries that are car-
ried on in the neighbourhood I am certain
they would have very beneficiel resolts. I
ean imagine, for example, such a place as
Mt, Barker being a suitable spot. I think
we could establish there that the majority
of the children who would need to attend
such a school would not have to travel more
than 17 or 18 miles to reach it. There we
have a reasonable and growing population
and a distriet that lends itself to a number
of rural industries. I could also imngine
others at suech places as Donnybrook,
Bridgetown and similar centres. One might
even go into some of the more seftled areas
of the wheat distriets, although perhaps the
distances to be covered there might be some-
what greater, and of course the industries,
for the bias to be affected, would be very
different, But beyond such places as those,
there is limited scope for the type of school
known as the area school, and I think
the Minister ought to make that a little
more clear to the people of the State. I
believe that is his view, but if it is not,
he will be able to tell us when he replies to
the debate.

This, however, would not prevent us
from compromising by an extension, as the
Minister mentioned last night, of the con-
solidation of schools by the use of transport
services. A great deal has been done in this
direction. A- great many consolidations, un-
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fortunately, have been long delayed in be-
ing put into execution because of the ab-
sence of vehicles and the apparent inability
of anyone to have them 'provided. The
vehicles that have heen used both before the
war on the earlier consolidation scheme and
during the war have been far from satis-
factory. I am indeed surprised that some
of the local authorities acting under the
Traffic Act have been prepared to allow the
vehicles to be used on the road for the ¢on-
veyance of children to school. They are
ill-ventilated and in many other ways un-
satisfactory. In many instances they re-
semble the vehicle known as the Black
Maria more than anything else, and I be-
lieve they are likely to become a standing
disgrace unless some system of uniformity
can be developed, The number of jour-
neys made by the young people going to
school have been on the inerease; at least
there has been no shortening of the maxi-
mum distanee and of that I do not com-
plain, In a ecountry like this we have to
cope with [ong distances, even in such mat-
ters ag the consolidation of schools, but we
do want to ensure that a reasonably com-
fortable vehicle is provided and that there
is a uniformity of type of vehicle.

This may involve a greater expense on the
part of the contractors. It may even involve
a different system altogether of handling the
buses for the transport of ehildren. Let us
assume that it means greater remuneration
for the contractors because of the greater
expense they would bave to bear in the
provision of gnitable vehieles. If the job
is worth doing at all, surely it is worth-
while making an effort to do it on n basis
of ressonable comfort and efficieney rather
than allow, without any ecriticism, the ve-
hicles we see to-day in many places to con-
tinue. Some of them are quite good; I know
of one that has been made from an ex-Army
ambulance, and that I suppose is a smaller
type of a Beam motor bus and is giving
every satisfaction. But in the same distriet,
right alongside that, and conveying ehildren
at the same time and to the same school,
we find a vehicle which I say resembles more
the Black Maria than anything else I know
of, I hope, and I do not suppose I-hope
in vain, that the Minister will take very
early steps to stop the introduction of addi-
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tional unsatisfactory buses, and as early as
possible bring about grester uniformity.

The consolidation of schools raises a great
many other problems, as the Minister men-
tioned. There is a school, as the Minister
knows, at Tambellop, which is an example.
There are approximately 70 children attend-
ing that school. At three or four ouilying
schools there are 60 or 70 more children.
We propose to bring them all into Tam-
bellup. We shall then have 130 or 140 chil-
dren in premises which are fit—I will allow
for the purpose of this diseussion that they
are fit—to wccommodate the original 70.
The Department of Education says, “Yes,
eonsolidaiion is desirable, and of course we
will find some temporary accommodation.”
Temporary accommodation is found, but
when is the position going to right itself?
We must first provide materials, labour and
finance to erect additionel accommodation
or new premises for the extra children, That
is a problem which is not going to be solved
for a considerable time. Therefore, the pros-
pects of inereasing the school-leaving age
to 15 years, commencing the erection of
area schools, of high schools and technieal
schools, all of which are distinetly required
in country districts—ignoring the money
agpect altogether—are not very bright in
the immediate future. Indeed, I should say
that it would be difficult to cope with the
major part of it for some period to come.

That brings me to the last ecomment 1
wish to make on the Edueation Vote, Are
any steps being taken, are any’representa-
tions {being made, to the Commonweslth
with regard to the release of the neces-
sary persons to enable this work to be put
in band as fuickly as possible, and to en-
able the manufacture of materials to be
stepped up? As I understand the situation,
it is exceedingly difficult to secure the re-
lease of skilled men from the Forces.
Labourers cannot be put to work unless plan.
ners and supervisors are avaiiable, and, as I
understand the position, the latter are not be-
-ing made available. Consequently, the ope-
rations of the Public Works Depart-
ment, as well as of other Government de-
partments—especially the Edueation De-
partment—are being held up. So far
from there being any noticeable or immediate
inerease in the supply of materials to cope
with this problem, we find the Governmenl
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compelled to bring forward a Bill for the
restriction and control of supplies of build-
ing materials, '

For five years we have suffered the handi-
eapy on education imposed by the war, han-
dicaps of one kind and another. In the
meantime we have had the public conscience
aroused to such an extent that we must move
faster than we did before the war. Not only
have we to cateh up arrears due to the war
restrictions, but we alse have to deal with the
impetus that i3 expected—and rightly ex-
pected—to educational improvement in this
State. Unless we can liven up the supply of
materials and skilled tradesmen, in addition
to overcoming the monetary question, it
peems to me that no matter how much pro-
gress the Minister may in his mind wish to
make, he will not be able to make it.

The Premier: I had an interview with
General Savige on some matters relevant to
that subject today.

Mr. WATTS: That is very interesting in-
forination. I notice the Minister has been
complimented on more than one occasion to-
night on & new coneeption of the educational
problem in Western Australia. T hardly feel
inclined to put it that way. To do so would
be to damn with something worse that faint
praise his predecessors. My view of the mat-
ter is that the Minister has heen in a better
position, by reason of his past experience
in the Education Department and the per-
sonal interest that he has in edueational mat-
ters, to assess at its proper level the rousing
of the publie conseience to whieh I referred.
Had bis predecessors had the same oppor-
tunities in their earlier days as the Minister
had and the same publie pressure, the new
conception which has been referred to may
have talen place long before; but in any
event I do wish to offer my thanks to the
Minister for the informative address he gave
the Committee last evening.

[Mr. Rodoreda resumed the Chair.)

MR. CROSS (Canning) [10.17]: In the
brief remarks I wish to make, I desire to
express to the Minister my deepest sympathy
with him in what I consider is the gigantic
task confronting him. I am puzzled to know
where money is coming from for the
materials {o earry out work which it is im-
perative should be done in this State. There
is an accumulation of five years’ belated re-
pairs. New achools are wanted almost
throughout the State, and, because the Gov-
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ernment has inereased the school leaving age
to 15 years, more teachers and more school
rooms will be required, besides which over-
due long-service leave will ereate a hig prob-
lem. In drawing up plans, the Minister will
be compelled, I think, to work on priorities.
He will have to decide which is the most
urgent work to be carried out first. I atmn
particalarly aware of this problem, beeause
of the position in my own elestorate.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you want it to be made
a No, 1 priority?

Mr, CROSS: If a fairly close examination
were made of my electorate, it might be a
No. 1 priority.

The Premier: It will have to be judged on
the basis of hardship.

Mr. CROSS: The Minister recently pur-
chased a new school site. There are 65
children who eannot be accommodated at the
Forrest-street school at present,

Mr. Leslie: That is not the only school in
that position.

Mr. CROSS: Within the next five months
it is anticipated that another 300 children,
apart from those who will have reached the
leaving age, will want to attend that school.
In addition, some 64 houses are being built
on the polo ground; we can expect at least
two children from each of those houses.
That does not take into account the houses
which are to be built by the War Serviee
Homes Commnission in the eastern portion of
South Perth. I suggest that the Min-
ister might have to make a start on
that new school soon, When he does
it would be as well to zone it because
those children from the polo ground will
have to go to the Kensington school in
Banksia-terrace and the Forrest-street school
is overerowded. True, a new schoolroom has
been built at Como, but there are more than
enough children to fill it. I have only men-
tioned one part of my electorate. I think
the Minister could take some notice of a
suggestion I made to one of his predecessors
and which I do not think was carried out.
From quite 8 number of schools, particularly
in the greater metropolitan area, come re-
quests regarding broken panes of glass, leak-
ing taps, and things of that kind. Under
present conditions, inspections have fo be
made and there is much waste of time. I
would like the Minister to employ three
tradesmen fo do the job. They could travel
round on a truck, with a few tools, and
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systematically visit the schools to do minor
repairs without requests having to be made.

Mr. Leslie;: Have yon not got a school
board? ¢

Mr. CROSS: We have & Parents and Citi-
zens' Assoeciation, but they do not put in
panes of glass and do that sort of thing. As
a matter of fact, the hon. member has drawn
my attention to another point I had almost
overlooked. The member for Nedlands said
that a lot of work had been done at the
Nedlands school; but in one of the schools
in my electorate in the last few months
£600 has been spent in gravelling the school-
yard by the Parents and Citizens’ Associa-
tion,

Mr. Leslie: That is a mere bagatelle,

Mr. CROSS: It is a large amount of
money for people to raise. That school is
on the side of a hill, and the difficulty for
vears past has been that when the winter
rains come they wash out the gravel; and
vear after year we have had to get more
loads, for which the department used to
pay. But now the Parents and Citizens’
Association has done that. I would like the
Minister, in the Christmas holidays, to take
the opportunity to have that yard sealed
with bitumen; because, if the Parents and
Citizens’' Association spends £600 in putting
down gravel, it is up to the Minister to
spend the few pounds necessary to seal it
with bitumen.

The Minister for Education: The trouble
is that there has not been any bitumen.

Mr. CROSS: I think there will be some
available pretty soon.

Mr. Leslie: Inside information!

Mr. CROSS: I would have spoken longer,
but it is getting late and others desire to
speak. I think we should set out on a plan
to catch up on belated repairs, I can visualise
that quite a lot of money will be required.
New buildings such as technical schools will
be needed; and when the goldfields towns
open up, quite a lot of money will have
to be spent there on repairs and on new
schools. T cannot see where that money is
coming from and ] ean sympathise with the
ard[inister in the task that lies ahead of him.

o N

MRS, CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[10.25] : Rubella has been mentioned. I do
not know whether the Minister for Edunecation
also mentioned the work being done at the
Children’s Hospital under the direction of
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fact, every member of the Committee should
the Education Department. If he did not,
I would like to say that the Education De-
partment has done a wonderful work at that
hospital, and it should be put on record. In
go there to see the work being done and
how wonderfully the children have improved
physically through the education they are
getting from the department, I was un-
fortunately not in the Chamber when the
Minister was making his speech, and so 1
do not know whether I will be asking for
something he has already promised. For in-
stance, I would like to see free transport
for children from the North-West and
South-West and from any part of the State
to appropriate educetiona]l eentres.

Mr. J. Hegney: For all children?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes. Both
parents and children are at present under
great disadvantages if they happen to be
living in the backblocks. The children are
suffering educationally and parents are suf-
fering financially because they have chosen
to sacrifice themselves by living in these
outback places. Some of our schools, es
the Minister knows, are shamefully out of
date. They are dirty, badly-ventilated,
badly-lighted and understaffed. In one coun-
try town I visited quite recently—Carna-
mah—the headmaster had classes containing
children ranging from the very young to
those of junior standard, and he felt it al-
most impossible to do the work adequately,
especially with the boys that wished to get
the Junior certificate. He worked with
them at night, freely doing overtime so
that he might do something for them. That
small town has no fewer than 30 children
who do not go to school locally, but are
sent to Perth to secondary schools, because
there are no local advantages. It is well
known that even headmasters of State
schools send their children to private see-
ondary schools because the State schools are
so overcrowded. Many of the classes con-
tain 60 ehlldren, but the private schdéols
have only 30 in a class.

Mr. J. Hegney: What private schools§

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Any one.

Mr. J. Hegney: They are overcrowded as
well.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: If the hon,
member knowa anything about them, he
knows that they limit their classes to 30.
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Mr. J. Hegney: I have a son going t
one of them,

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: He does n¢
go to the right ome. The ordinary Staf
scthools have at least 60 children in man
of the classes. I visited a school today ne
more than a couple of miles from here an
in one mmall classroom with a galvanise
iron roof the lights were on at half pa:
ten. There was no ventilation and th
room was unbearably hot. If I had bee
a teacher, I would not have stayed ther
All that was needed was plenty of wir
dows.  That teacher was thoroughly di
gusted with the eonditions. It is well know
that in eduecation our children are exceec
ingly backward. I do not think there ar
thres per cent. of the children of the Staf
schools taking their Junior examination i
this State who get the certificate. I ha
that from the Teachers’ Journal. Am
right?

The Minister for Education: No. Tk
State average is over 60 per cent., and o
those from country schools who sit for th
Junior those getting a certificate average 8
per cent.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: They do n
get their Junior certificate, according to th
Teachers’ Journal, .

The Minister for Education: Yes, they d:

Mrs. CARDELL-CLIVER: In Amerie
no less than 80 per cent. of the children cor
tinue, after the school leaving age of th
State schools, at the high schools and remai
nntil they are 17 years of age. We can a
reslise that there are many difficulties i
this State because it is so large. When
was in the North-West, I was surprised t
find that there were only 360 school childre
from Wyndbam to Carnarvon. That num
ber includes the half-castes.

I would like to say something about th
remarks of the Leader of the Oppositior
who talked of segregating the half-castes.
did not find that any of those children suf
fered a disadvantage—either whites or half
castes-—~through mixing together, The half
castes were particularly clean and responde
to their education remarkably well. I d
not know whether the Minister promise
hostels when he spoke last night, but if h
did not I think it necessary that they shoul
be provided in this State, If the Governmen
cannot carry this scheme into effect, it shoul
subsidise organisations or churches wh
would be willing to do so.
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Another matter I would like to put before
he Minister is that today, when visiting
iwchools, I saw three or four ministers and
¢ clergyman at one school, all waiting to
rive instruction to the various classes. I
mould like to see one minister or clergyman
rive a religious service every morning rather
han have four or five each taking a period
luring one day in the week—I mean a
lergyman or minister who is approved by
ul churches. I would like fo see the Educa-
ion Department assume the responsibility
if giving milk to the children at the schools.
Chat iz done in some other Stafes. In
¥.5.W., as the Minister knows, the Edu-
ation Department takes this responsibility,
ind every child in the preparatory section
of the State schools receives so much milk
laily. One can easily distinguish the child-
en who receive milk from the North-West
o the metropolitan schools by their physique.
" would like to see some supervision over
he lunches of the children,

I think the Minister =aid that teachers
ire responsible for the children during the
vhole of the achool period. During the lunch
wur, the luncheon should be inspeeted and
nywhere outside the school grounds should
e out of bounds for the children, except
‘or those going home for Tunch. Domestic
lasses shouid be formed to provide suitable
unches for all the children. I would like
o sce the Edueation Department take on
he entire responsibility for street trading by
‘hildren instead of sharing it, as it does at
wresent, with the Child Welfare Department.
t has been suggested by some speakers that
he Commonwealth Government should take
wer the department. I do not agree with
bat at all. T realise that in England the
ounty councils definitely see to the educa-
ion of the children, and they are subsidised
iy the Government. At the same time, the
ouncils take on the responsibility of the
weeds of the children, and those children
re two years shead of Australian children,
dueationally. In addition, in 48 States of
\merica the same thing applies. The States
re responsible but the Federal Government
ubsidises them. In conclusion, I compli-
nent the Minister on what he has done.
e has been a wonderful worker since being
n this department. Everyone appreciates
is work and the great attention he gives
o the department. Buat he esnnot do much
vithout money. Therefore, I would like to
ee the Government take a bold stand on
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this subjeet and make a large grant so that
the Minister can do something really worth
while,

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan)
{10.36] : I congratulate the Minister on his
fine exposition of the education poliey
that the Government is pursuing and in-
terds to pursue. From a knowledge of
former Ministers, I might say that he has
certainly elevated the position of Minister
for Education. In his journeys through the
State he has expounded the education
policy and conveyed to the people what the
Government has in mind and is anxious to
do when normal times return. There are
many problems confronting the Eduecation
Department so far as the country is con-
cerned. One is that of providing for child-
ren who are far removed from towns. The
(fovernment has in view the establishment,
of hostels that will provide for children
who live away from centres where they can
get higher education. Juat before Parlia-
ment assembled, I had an apportunity to
go to the Premier’s district where I saw
the correspondenece system in operation. I
was mueh surprised at the progress made
by the children under that arrangement.
By following the lessons sent to them, they
do excellent work, They are educating
themselves, and they will later be a eredit
to all ¢oneerned.

The hostel question is important from
the point of view of the country children.
The parents suffer a great disability in not
being able to arrange for their children to
get proper education. T was in the Manji-
mup district last year and came into con-
tact with many people who suffered that
disability. They were living on farms too
far from the Manjimup school for their
children to attend. There was no bus ser-
vice. The children could not go to school
at an age earlier than eight or nine, when
the parents made provision for them to
board in the town. If the department im-
proves the position of these children, it
will be rendering a great service to the
State. There are varying opinions on the
question of whether we should establish
area schools here. I have diseussed the pros
and cons with some teachers, many of
whom, in my electorate, are old fashioned
enough to want to stick to the old-
fashioned system that provides for a good
basie education. -
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The question of specialisation will de-
velop later on. While the department is
eonsidering the establishment of area
schools I have no doubt it will give the
watter mature consideration. The Leader
of the Opposition suggested that the Min-
ister had taken nup the question of educa-
tion because it was a popular one. The
Labour Government in Tasmania has popu-
larised education for many Years, and the
Premier of that State is an ex-sehool
teacher, We are fortunate, in Western
Auvstralia, in having, as the present Minis-
ter, an ex-school teacher who will bring to
bear the knowledge and experience he
gained in that profession. He has given a
fillip to education in this State. Most
parents know how necessary it is that their
children should receive a proper education
in order to take their place in the life of
the community. The educational system is
one of the most important activities in the
State. The member for Nedlands said that
we were bankrupt and must hand educa-
. tion over to the Commonwealth, but at a
conference of Ministers of Edueation in
Adelaide some months ago it was decided
to ask the Commonwealth to provide
£10,000,000 for education in the various
States, and I think Western Anstralia’s
share was to be £100,000. Western Aus-
tralia could easily spend £1,000,000 on im-
proving the schools and their equipment.

We can find money for carrying on a
war, and we were said to be bankrupt after
the last war and interest payments had to
be met, yet we carried on our schooling and
other activities in the intervening years.
\Vhen the recent war came along we had
again to find money for war purposes. If
we can fax the people for war purposés
why cannot we tax them, in times of peace,
in order to carry on our educational activi-
ties? The member for Pingelly seems to
scorn that idea.

Mr. Seward: See whether the people will
pay it in peacctime.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: If they realise that
the money is being spent for a proper pur-
pose and that value is heing given for it
I feel certain that people would ungrudg-
ingly pay taxation for that purpose.

Mr. Doney: I feel sure they would not.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Many people in this
State are not only paying taxation to main-
tain schools but are also paying for their
children to go to other schools. If people
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will make that effort, why could not othe
sections of the population pay in order t
get the best education possible for thei
children in State schools? It can be domne 1
the right spirit permeates the people o
the community, hecanse people do mak
sacrifices for their children.

The Premier; The member for Williams
Narrogin can go home now.

Mr. J, HEGNEY: Members wiil not ge
home at all if they keep on interjecting
There are 13 State schools in the electorats
that I represent and they all require atten
tion from time to time. The money has
beon allocated for some of the most urgen
needs, such as for surfacing the playing
flelds. I hope that as soon as manpowe
and bitnmen are available the playing field:
at the Bayswdter and Rivervale schools wil
receive attention. They should have beer
attended to right back in 1933, when th
member for Nedlands was Minister for Edu
cation. He, and all Ministers for Edueca
tion sinee then, have been on those ground
and have seen what is required, but the jol
has not been done yet. Half of Welshpoo
is in my district and the other half in the
Canning electorate. The Education Depart
ment bas acquired an area in Welshpool anc
the people in that district are looking for
ward to the establishment of a modern schoo
there. For years they have used the
Mechanies’ Institute, a public building
They are looking forward to a moderr
school being erected there. I hope the Min
ister will bave it in view to establish tha
school as soon as possible.

A lot has been heard about the Osl
lunch and a few weeks ago I saw it in ope
ration at Rivervale. The women of thal
distriet are performing an excellent serviee
by providing an Oslo lunch for the ehildrer
of that school. Approximately 100 cbhil
dren participate in the scheme, but a suit.
able building and suitable equipment are
lacking. At present they are using a roon
whieh, in the summer time, is used for wash.
ing purposes. If a small addition were
made to the school, and further washing
facilities provided, the room that is now
being used could continue to be used tc
carry on the good work. That school i
within three miles of the city. If is-an ares
that is developing fast and the number of
children will increase substantially in the
near future. The work the women there are
doing in providing the Oslo lunch is ex
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tremely valuable, A proposition was re-
eently put up to the Minister and I will take
the matter up with him shortly. I hope he
will give every help to those women in their
activities related to the Oslo lunch.

I realise that the greatest difficulty in
carrying out these improvements is the man-
power and material shortage, apart from
the lack of teachers, about which the mem-
her for Nedlands complained. Hundreds of
schoolteachers joined the Fighting Services
and many of them attained high places and
have been reluctant to come out of the
Avmy, even when requests have been made
for them to do so. Until demobilisation is
finalised many teachers will not come back
to the Edueation Department to work in
the interests of the children of this State.
Therefore, when we discuss this Vote 12
months hence, there should be apparent some
allevaiion of this diffieuliy for we can then
expect many of the male teachers to be back
in the department to carry on this very im-
portant work for the State.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.52 p.m.
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QUESTION.
SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.
As to Respongibility for Delay.

Hon. H. I,. ROCHE asked the Chief Sec-
retary: )

1, Has the Government’s attention bheen
directed to the statement in “The West Aus-
tralian” of the 24th October, 1945, by lhe
Federal Minister for Post-War Reconstrue-
tion on soldier settlement?

2, Does not this statement suggest to the
uninformed that the responsibility for delay
rests with the State Governments?

3, As the contrary would appear to be
the case in Western Australia, will the Min-
ister respectfully suggest to the Premier that
a full statement on the snbjeét be made so
that the people of this State may realise that
the delay has not been occasioned by any
failure of the Western Australian Govern-
ment actively to promote settlement?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes.
2, Yes,
3, Yes.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (WAR
TIME) ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.

Annulment of Proceedings and Standing
Orders Suspension,

THE CHIEY SECRETARY (Hop. W. H
Kitson—West) [4.35]: 1 move (withoni
notice)—

That the provisions of Standing Order No.
243 having been overlooked in connection with
the second reading of the ‘'Legislative Coun-
cil (War Time) Electoral Aect Amendment
Rill’? the proceedings on the Bill, subsequent
to the first reading, he annulled; and that so
much of the Standing Orders be suspended as
to enable the Bill to be read a third time at
this sitting,

Hon. G. W, MILES: I second the motion.

The PRESIDENT: Is it the wish of the
Hounse that the Chief Seeretary have leave
to move, without notice, his motion? There
being no dissentient voice, leave is granted.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT . There being more than
an absolute majority of members present,
I declare the motion carried.

. Question thus passed;
0.

the motion agreed



