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Scotland are duly qualified lawyers, and I
believe that there they may call themselves
solicitors. Law agents of Scotland are ad-
nitted in most of the other States of Aus-
tralia and most other parts of the Empire.

The other amendment is to permit the
holder of a degree in law or jurisprudence
of a university to become a practitioner in
Western Australia. This proposal has been
put forward at the request of the Professor
of Law at our University, who points out
that Rhodes scholars who go to Oxford and
take law, get their degree of Bachelor of
Civil Laws, which is a very high one. In
order to be permitted to practise in Western
Australia they would have to go further and
qualify through one of the inns of court,
and that means further fees. I gather it
does not involve any further examination be-
cause I understand that the inns of court
accept that degree. Anyway a Bachelor of
Civil Law is a higher degree than that of
Barrister-at-Law of one of the inns of court
of London. It is, therefore, thought that
they should be admitted, and the request of
Professor Beasley is reasonahie. The matter
was submitted to the Solicitor General who
is a Barrister-at-Law of one of the inns. He
also thinks that this is quite reasonable. It
is really for the purpose of assisting, rightly,
any person who goes to Oxford and takes
a high degree in law, so that he may he
called to the Bar in Western Australia with-
out having to go to some needless expense
and extra time in passing through one of the
inns. I have pleasure in submitting this
measure for the favourable consideration of
members. I move-

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.32 p4fm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)-rIRST READING.

1, WVar Service Land Settlement Agree-
ment.

'2, War Service Laha Settlement Agree-
ment (Land Act Application).
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

BIL-SUPREME COURT ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Read a third time and returned to the
Council with amendments.

BILL-STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDIN-
ATION ACT AmENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resurned from the previous day.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [4.37]: This
Bill seeks to amend the State Transport
Co-ordination Act mainly in the direction
of enabling the Transport Board to oper-
ate north of the 26th parallel of south lati-
tude. When the original Act wvas passed in
1933, it was apparently not considered
likely that the operations of the board
would need to extend into the northern
areas. In consequence, presumably, provi-
sion was made in the Act to the effect I
have just mentioned. Times and the needs
of the North-West have changed, and the
fact that motor and air transport have be-
come vastly more popular and serviceable
in the intervening years has rendered it
necessary for some alteration to be made
in the law. The Minister for Transportia
addressing the House yesterday indicated
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that this Bill was necessary to meet the
conditions and amenities available to the
people of the North. To the extent that it
will enable the Transport Board to assist
in bringing about better transport services
in that area that will be so. It will enable
that board to subsidise services so as to
make the cost of transport to the people
who have to use it less than if the trans-
porter had to make a profit without that
subsidy.

I have had some experience in the south-
ern areas of the State of transport services
that are subsidised for that very purpose
and, within limits, they have conferred
upon the people concerned a very consider-
able benefit. They have, in many eases,
where no railways operate resulted in road
transport being available at transport rates
which compare reasonably favourably with
with the ruling railway rates, over the same
distances and in respect of the same type
of goods that have to be carried. For in-
stance, superphosphate, which has a very
low freight rate on the railways-and quite
rightly so-is carried by these transport
carriers at a rate reasonably comparable
with that which would be charged by the
railways over the same distance. The trans-
port carrier makes up the difference by a
subsidy from the Transport Board. But
the revenue of the Transport Board is dis-
tinctly limited. I remember well that when
the proposal for subsidising services such
as I have just mentioned came before us,
it was first of all by way of a special grant
to be made by the Treasury for the purpose
of enabling the board to pay those sub-
sidies. Later the Transport Hoard sought
an amendment to the Act to enable it to
use the revenues it received from bus
license fees and suchlike for this particular
purpose, and that privilege was given to it
by Parliament.

As far as I know that privilege has been
exercised in an extremely sensible way ever
the intervening years. But now we are
going into an area of very great distances
where the problems of transport are far
more involved than in the areas I have in
mind, not excluding the rather larger trans-
port service on a subsidised basis, which is
run to what is known as the Lakes dis-
trict to the east of the Great Southern
areas. It seems to me that the revenue of
the Transport Board, as at present pro-
vided, will not be anything like substantial
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enough to enable it to effect a great deal
of improvement in the areas to which the
Mlinister referred. Of course I support the
Hill because even if the Transport Hoard
cannot do as much as perhaps-we would
think it ought to do, we can be quite satis-
fied if the measure will enable the board
to make some contribution to the better-
ment of the conditions obtaining in those
areas. At the same time I trust that this
is not the only contribution to the better-
ment of the conditions in the North-West
areas of the State that the Government pro-
poses.

I hope there is in sight some definite
policy of rehabilitation for that part of
Western Australia, so far as it can be re-
habilitated, and that the provision of a
greater measure of contentment can be de-
veloped in the very difficult circumstances
in which the people concerned find them-
selves. We have heard little or nothing
about any such intentions on the part of
the Government. I am prepared at the
moment to presume there is in sight or
under consideration some policy, details of
which will be made public in the near
future.

The Minister for Works: Your presump-
tion is very wvise.

Mr. WATTS: If that is not so, then in-
deed the Bill will be a very poor contribu-
tion to the solution of the problem. I can
only hope that we shall be told in the near
future what is intended so that we can give
consideration to matters of far greatei
moment than this now involves. To the ex-
tent that the Bill goes, I welcome it and
support the second reading without reser-
vation.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [4.46]:
The Bill proposes to repeal the section of the
State Transport Co-ordination Act, which
excludes from its operations all that portion
of Western Australia north of the 26th
parallel of south latitude. The reason ad-
vanced for excluding that portion of the
State from the operations of that part of
the Act to which I allude, is that it is now
intended to assist the development of the
North by the institution of 'new routes and
by supporting them by some grant from the
Transport Hoard, if such grant should be
necessary. That is a very praiseworthy ob-
ject-if the money is available.
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Hon, J. C. Willeock: Yes, ifIf!
Hon. N. KEENAN: It should produce

beneficial results, but it appears to me, and.
also to the-Leader of the Opposition, that
there is grave doubt as to the necessary
money being available. The board has very
limited funds and it has undertaken burdens
in connection with some services already ren-
dered in parts of the State south of the de-
gree of latitude I have mentioned. To what
extent this measure is more than an expres-
sion of pious opinion appears very doubtful.
The leader of the Opposition is prepared to
support it even though it should be merely
nothing but a pious opinion. Such an atti-
tude has perhaps some reason behind it,
although it does not appeal very much to
me. I have no doubt that when the Minister
is explaining the position to the House he
will assure members that he has good grounds
for saying that the Treasurer is prepared to
make funds available to the board. If that'
is the position it naturally establishes the
whole matter on a basis that enables it to
be regarded from a different point of view.
It will not then be merely a matter of pious
opinioft but a proposal to which effect can
be given, dealing with what we all agree is
an estimable object.

The Minister for Works: I would not ad-
vise you to stir up the Minister too much.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not know which
Minister to believe. I do not know whether
one Minister has explained the position with
complete truth, and whether another Minis-
ter does not hold the same opinions.

The Minister for Lands: It is not difficult
to determine.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Apparently there is
some difference of opinion between Ministers.

The Minister for Lands: We are a very
united body.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The Bill also pro-
poses to repeal Section 45 of the principal
Act with a view to inserting a new section
to provide that no aircraft shall. operate from
one part of the State to another unless it is
licensed in accordance with the measure. I
cannot quite grasp why the amendment is
asked for because, as I remember the posi-
tion when Section 45 was included in the
Act, it was considered at that time not desir-
able to apply this particular part of the Act
to any service operated by air from any
portion of the State to another part north
of the 26th parallel of south latitude. I

do not know why the position has changed.
Is there any reason for it? Are there new
companies applying for licenses, that will
be in conffict with existing companies? Is
there any need for the alteration, or is it
advanced purely from a desire to have a
change?7

When the Minister replies, I would like
to know the particular reasons for making,
at this stage, all cartage by air from any
one part of the State to another subject to
this legislation as set out in the Bill. On
the whole, the measure will commend itself
to the House but, if we have a law that
apparently seems reasonable, that law should
apply universally. For some reason which
no doubt the member for Qeraldton will be
able to give to the House-

Hon. J. C. Willeock: I introduced the
Bill-

Hon. N. KEENAN: -this proposal em-
bodied in the measure has been placed before
us. If there was good reason for the in-
elusion of the section in the principal Act,
has that reason ceased to exist?

Mr. Rodoreda: The legislation contained
many provisions that were impossible of
application up north.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I would like to know
why this particular matter has been reviewed
in such a light--not that I object to it be-
cause, as I mentioned previously, it seems
to me that a law should apply universally
unless there is some strong reason to the
contrary, but, if there is any strong reason
to the contrary, it should remain and be given
effect to. Those are the only points to which
I desire to draw attention.

On motion by Mr. W. Hegney, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-RAILWAYS CLASSIPICATION
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [4.50]: I think
there is no objection to this Bill. There is
something to be said in favour of industrial
unions of workers being registered under
the Industrial Arbitration Act. For many
.rears the Railway Officers' Union has held
a privilcged position under the Railways-
Classification Board Act;, and, as the Bill
aims at clarifying the legal position, I see
no objection to this action being taken. Re-.
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garding the provision for recovery of sub-
scriptions and levies owing, as these are just
debts owing to the union they should be
recoverable through the courts. The party
to which I belong believes in that policy, too.
After all, they are just debts. T can see no
reason why the Railway Officers' Union
-should be treated differently from any other
union in the matter of the recovery of debts
,owing to it, I support the second reading.

question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

2n Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
reported adopted.

BILIL-AIR NAVIGATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MRl. ABBOTT (North Perth) 14.561: The
Air Navigation Act, 1937, provides that
Commonwealth regulations in force, applic-
able and in relation to air navigation within
the territories under the authority of the
Commonwealth, shall apply to and be in
force in Western Australia. Those regua-
tions deal particularly with the licensing of
pilots, provisions relating to the airworthiness
of aircraft, rules of the air, etc. In addition,
aircraft- operating within the State require
a license under the State Transport Co-Q)r-
dination Act. It has been suggested that the
power given under the State Air Navigation
Act might imply that the provisions relat-
ing to air transport imposed by the State
Transport Co-ordination Act might therefore
not apply. This was not intended either by
the Commonwealth or by the State, and this
Bill will put the matter beyond all doubt.
The fact is that the State Act applies in eon-
junction with the Commonwealth regulations.This Bill is therefore useful in clearing up
any possible doubt in this respect and there
can he, in my opinion, no objection to it.
I support the second reading.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [4.581: 1
desire to support the Bill. I was glad to
learn recently by an answer to a question
that there are applications from air firms in
'Western Australia to provide transport

planes to the southern ports and countr
towns. This is a new development and wi
have a big effect, perhaps, on the railwa
system. I asked the Minister whether b
thought it would and he replied that it wi
being considered, The introduction of a:
transport on these routes will not necessaril
mean the taking over of all the traffi
operating. It mnay be found that the ai
transport will cater only for a small sectio
of the travelling public who wish to trav
at a high rate of speed and who presumabi
will pay higher fares than arc charged b
the Railway Department. However, it ma
be found in the future that if increase
accommodation is provided in planes an
fares are lowered, people will be travellin
to Albany, Bunbury and country town
almost entirely by plane, In the mcantimi
I hope that the Minister for Railways wt'
not overlook the practical proposition, whio
is that 75 per cent, of the passengers wil
at the start still be using the railways, an
that from his point of view he will not over
look improving the railway service in ever
way possible.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seceond time.

In Committeec.

Bill passed through Committee withou
debate, reported without amendment and th
report adopted.

RESOLUTION-GAOL SITE AND

MODERN PRISON REQUIREMENTS.

To Inquire by Joint Committee.

Debate resumed from the 6th November oi
the following resolution (as amended) re
ceived from the Council:

That a Committee of three members of ecd
House of Parliament be appointed to inquir
into. -

(a) The requirements for a modern gaol.
(b) Whether the site selected by the Gov

erment, known as the Claremont sitc
should be used for this purpose;

(c) If not, to report on and recomnmend an-
alternative site;

(a) In view of the types of prisoners wie
have rerently been kept at Paxrdcln
Prison Farm. and tht number of et
capes therefrom, whether suceh priso
should not be closed and all prisoney
kept in the modern gaol] to be ereete
and Pardelup used for some otlie
public purpose.

181
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That the Committee may adjourn from time to
time, and from place to place; way sit on,
those days over which the Houses stand ad-
journed; have power to call for persons,
papers, and records; and shall report to His
Excellency the Ligut.-Governor.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is-

That the resolution, as amended, be agreed
to.

M. GRABAM (East Perth) E5.01: 1
followed the discussion on this matter with
considerable interest, and about the only two
points worthy of mention that I have been
able to discern in the debate were first of
all that a site for a new gaol would meet
with opposition, no matter where it was;
and secondly, that membqrs of this House or
of the Legislative Council are not competent
to determine where such a gaol should be
established. I have quite a number of obser-
vations 1 desire to make on the whole pro-
position. I have followed with interest not
only the deliberations in Parliament, but
also the actions, discussions and meetings
that occurred prior to those deliberations.
At the outset, I want to say that I am sur-
prised, disappointed, and somewhat disgusted
that the Government should have taken the
step it has of submitting the matter to Par-
liament and proposing that it should be in-
quired into by a Joint Committee.

Mr. Thorn: You think it should be sub-
mitted to Trades Hall, do you?

Mr. GRAHAM: Some of the interjections
from the Opposition indicate to me clearly
why members on that side of the House re-
main in opposition. If they would endea-
vour to pay heed to the points being adduced,
they might be a little more enlightened than
their interjections give evidence of their
being.

Mr. Thorn: Go up oed

Mr. GRAHAM: I was going to say that
this move on the part of the Government
might give a certain amount of satisfaction
to members of the Opposition-and appar-
ently it has--and more particularly to mem-
bers of the Legislative Council, owing to
the fact that they are being given an oppor-
tunity to determine what to my mind is
purely an administrative matter. It would
appear on the surface that the Government
is exhibiting a certain lack of courage in
dealing with this matter. After all, what
one might well term a storm in a teacup has

been generated by certain local governing
bodies, not the least of which is the Perth
City Council.

Mr. Thorn: They will be on the right
track when they get you in the Government;
there will be no trouble then.

Mr. GRAHAM: These protests have been
generated by local governing bodies, and
I for one am by no means prepared to bow
to the will of or pressure applied by quasi-
governmental institutions which are not
representative of the people generally. My
attitude towards another place is sufficiently
well-known; but local governing bodies are
not even as representative of the people as
is the Legislative Council. Therefore, as
one who represents the majority of adults in
his electorate, I do not see why I should
be stampeded into lending any assistance to
a move which is pandering to the views of
those who occupy places of privilege and
have been elected on an extremely restricted
franchise.

Unfortunately, very many of the local
governing bodies who, I think, are ut the
bottom of this business are anti-Government
and anti-Parliament. I have had many in-
stances of where those authorities and the
individual members of them have shown an
extreme bias in that direction. I submit-
and I have stated this previously-that a
Government, as the term implies, is elected
to that responsible position for the purpose
of governing. There are certain administra-
tion matters which are peculiarly and pro-
perly the province of a Government. I call
to mind a statement made by a senior Cab-
inet Minister not so very long ago with
regard to this very same principle. He
stated-

The Government is elected for the purpose
of initiating and carrying into effect public
works for the purpose of developing tbe State
in regard to its production and for the further
purpose of providing services of differemt
kinds.

He went on to say-
If the Government falls in this phase of its

activities, then it is answerable in the first
place to Parliament for its failure and in the
second place to the people as a whole when the
general election takes place. The Government
will be held responsible and properly so by the
people of the State.

So with regard to this particular matter,
irrespective of what decision is ultimately
reached, the Government will have to shoul-
der the burden of responsibility, andI see
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no reason why the Government should -not
he prepared to do that. I would have
thought, too, that in the light of the ex-
penience the Government had in connection
with its endeavour to secure a portion of
Government House rounds for the purpose
of erecting Government offices, and the op-
-position generated on that occasion; and in
view of the fact that ultimately, when a
Joint Select Committee was appointed, there
was unanimous approval of the choice made;
I say that in view of those circumstances,
I would have thought the Government would
not be prepared to repeat such a perfor-
mance. The Government, of course, is in
the position of having available to it expert
and technical advice; and I presume that
before any step is taken such as that con-
templated in connection with the gaol site,
all inquiries necessary would first of all be
made.

It is interesting to record the persons
whose views were taken into consideration
in regard to the gaol site. There was th6
Director of Works, the Under Treasurer,
the Public Service Commiesione;, the Under
Secretary for Works, tbe Principal Archi-
tect, the Town Planning Commissioner, the
Deputy Controller of Prisons, and the Land
Resumption Officer. In addition, the ser-
vices of Mr. Akeroyd from the Eastern
States, who is recognised as an outstanding
authority on criminology and penology in
Australia, were called upon.

All those gentlemen, with specialised
knowledge, thoroughly investigated the
position, and reported to the Govern-
ment; and the Government accepted
their recommendation. Now it appears
that because of pressure from cer-
tain quarters, the Government shows a
tendency to run away from the proposition.
If this Joint Committee is appointed
in the terms of the motion which is before
us, I can visualise that it will have to ap-
proach those same persons, or many of them,
to secure evidence from them in order to
enable it to bring down a report. I feel,
therefore, that it is merely a waste of time
to follow or even contemplate such a course.
Ta addition to that, the members will prob-
ably have to go to the same places and in-
spect the same sites.

While I do not intend this as any reflec-
tion on members, I suggest that none of us
is as competent to assess the requirements
and conditions generally, bearing in mind all

the other features associatea with such
project, as are the people I have mention
who are specialists for the purpose of und
taking not specifically this task but dut
associated with it, and problems affecti
the State generally. I mentioned the Pe,,
City Council. I want to say there is
suggestion, as far as I am aware, of a vi
detta between the Perth City Council a
myself. That body wrote to me on the 2,1
January of this year asking my support
its objections to the proposed new gaol si
On the 7th February, less than a fortnij
later, I replied, asking the council to supl
me with reasons for its objection. Thi
was then a lapse of more than two mont
at the expiration of which the Perth C
Council wrote to me and stated that it v
appointing a committee for the purpose
investigating the position, with a view
ascertaining reasons for its objection. T1
shows, therefore, as I suspected at the o
set, that all this storm in a teacup, all t
trouble, was being raised by local governi,
bodies without their having examined
proposition. Strangely, and more sign
cantly, I ascertained that certain responsi
officers of the council had been allotted
task of drawing up reasons for the C
Council's objection.

Mr. Read: Every Minister does that hc
Mr. GRAHAM: Strangely enough, cert

of those departmental heads brought do
recommendations in favour of the propa
new site which, of course, gives added wei
to one of my opening statements: that
least a number of local governing bodies
definitely anti-Government and anti-Par]
meat in outlook. Here we have a eondr
instance of a local governing body hay.
protested without first investigating the qu
tion. I have that in black and white fr
the council. Then afterwards, when a
partmental officer-that is, the head of
of its departments-had made an inve-ji
tion, he favoured the site contemplated
the Government. Again, there was the ir
ter of the petition signed by so many th
sands of ratepayers.

Mr. Read: There were 16,000.
Mr. GRAHAM: Yes. These peo

signed because of the frightful effect
establishment of a gaol on that site wo
apparently have upon their little holdiz
their homes, their land values, and so
hut I think it is generally recognised tha
is possible to get just about anyone to a

11



-[ASSEMBLY.]

act about -any petition with regard to just
bout anything!I I aim aware of where per-
)ns have signed petitions both for and
gainst certain proposals. Therefore, I sag-
est that the presentation of petitions is
ierely a waste of time, and I refuse to be
ifluenced by them. In any event-and this
oint was taken up by the Chief Secretary
'hen a deputation waited upon him-the
lan that -accompanied the sheet on which
ac signatures were affixed, was definitely
dileading.

I have a copy of the plan, which was sup-
'lied to me by the courtesy of the City
!ouneil. Unless one were particularly care-
ul in noting the key on the side of the plan,
no would be led to believe that the site
'reposed would occupy at least 1,000 acres,
thereas it is known that the site selected
ovens only 225 acres, and that the actual
'aol area will not exceed 10 acres in all,
;,hile erected on that site would be a modlern
ad model institution to house the unhappy
amates. Accordingly there would be noth-
ng offensive to the eye about that structure.

fertile imagination might visualise all
orts of terrible things, and if we allowed
,ur minds to wander we could speculate on
he terrible circumnstances that might exist
n that institution, but if we are to be in-
luenced by such aberrations of people's
ninds I think very little action of any sort
vill he taken.

On the 3rd June of this year the "Sunday
Pimes" gave prominence to this matter. It
)nblished an article under a full picture
)Ian showing the gaol site and the surround-
ng territory occupying in all about half a
?age. Every argument that could possibly be
Lddueed in favour of the site was submitted
)y the "Sunday Times." I do not know the
qirenlation of that paper, but I would think
it has not less than a reading public of
[50,000 or 200,000, yet, strangely enough, in
diew of the feet that 16,000 people signed the
petition that I have mentioned, there was not
mne single letter or word or 'phone call of
3rilicism adverse to the proposal as outlined
in that paper. I therefore suggest that the
Culminations of many of the civic fathers,
mid the trouble they hav-e attempted to create,
iLre so much hot-air, because if ever there
was a definite proposition presented it was
presented in that paper.

If there was any real opposition that
article would have provoked it, yet not one

single protest was lodged with that paper.
The heading of the article, which embraced
the picture, was "The Government has made
the right choice in the site for a new gaol.
It will be here," and there was a finger
pointing to the plan, which has appeared in
other publications as well. Included in the
150, 000 odd readers would be nmany thousands
of persons who, because of the false plan
supplied by the Perth City Council, wonld
believe that they were directly affected, yet
they were unmoved by it. Possibly that was
because of the overwhelming nature of the
arguments presented by that paper. I am
personally unable to say yea or nay to the
question whether that area is a suitable site
or not.

Mir. Abbott: Do you not think members
should have an opportunity to say yea or
nay?

Mr. GRAHAM: As I have said, I think
the Government is elected to govern. It has
the advantage of trained technical advisers.
On this occasion the Government went be-
yond that and got expert advice from an-
other part of Australia. Bearing those facts
in mind and being appreciative of possible
repercussions, the Government came to a
decision on the matter. It has been stated
that no decision was made by the Govern-
ment, but I will quote from the reply given
by the Chief Secretary to the deputation, as
published in "The West Australian" of the
2 Ith May this year. The Chief Secretary's
opening words were:-

The decision of the Government to acquire
sonic 2219 acres adjoining the Claremont Mental
Hospital as a site for future gaol requirements
wos not arrived at without considerable thought
and investigat ion.

That indicated that the Government at that
time had made a decision in f avour of that
particular site but, as I have said, the Gov-
ernment has in its employ certain well-paid
officers for the purpose of advising it. That
advice was submitted and the Government
accepted it. My chief purpose in speaking
on this measure is that bodies outside the
Government, not nearly as representative of
the people, have generated this storm. I
take the strongest exception to the Legislative
Council playing a part in determining a
matter which, to my mind, is solely the
prerogative of the Government-

Mir. Abbott: Not "solely" at all.

Mr. GRAHAM: -because this is purely
an administrative matter and it is quitc.with-
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in the province of members at any time,
when a definite pronouncement has been made
by the Government, to move a motion for
the purpose of having the Government alter
its plans. It is, the Government's place to
govern and not give way to pressure from
outside groups. If it were pressure from
the public generally it would be an altogether
different matter.

Mr. North: It takes a strong man to
admit a mistake.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know that the
Government has made any mistake in this
matter.

Mr. North: That is the point; the mem-
ber for East Perth does not know anything
about it.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Government has sub-
mitted to pressure from certain quarters.

The Premier: There is a lot that the mein-
her for East Perth does not know.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Premier will have an
opportunity to demonstrate what he knows
about the matter, his knowledge being far
greater than mine. He will have an opportun4
ity to demonstrate in what directions my
statement is in error. If the Premier has al-
ready spoken on this matter he has hig
deputies to call upon. As to the suggestion
that the whole area in close proximity to
the proposed site should be cleared, my
view is to the contrary. I believe the area
in question has to some extent zoned itself?
largely as an institutional area. There is
a number of other considerations such as, for
instance, the matter of a sewerage treat.
mnent works which, while not highly offen'
sive-notwithstanding a popular belief to
the contrary-it is not desirable to have in
close Proximity to institutions or homes.
That area has zoned itself to some extent,
and I feel that those institutions should be
within reasonable distance of the centre of
thea City of Path.

I cannot see why those mentally afflicted
or those who have breached the law and
who are therefore, in some respects at least,
mentally diseased, should be placed on the
other aide of the hills from whence, if that
course was resorted to, I suppose there
would also be objections. Why should there
be the suggestion that wve should embark on
a policy of placing these people out of
sight, where they would be out of mind?
I see nothing obnoxious about these un-
fortunates and I think our whole attitude

and outlook should have a basis of sy
pathy towards them, and an endeavc
should be made to help cure them of I
maladies from which they suffer, maki
them feel that they are not exiles but si
part and parcel of a sympathetic commi
ity that is determined to assist them a
rehabilitate them. If they are sent to so.
place miles away it wvill have a psyci
logical effect on them. As I have s
there is nothing offensive to the visi
about these institutions.

I have stood on Reabold Hill overlooki
the Claremont Mental Asylum and hE
looked down on the handsome buildix
that are being used for a public purpo
In the same way one would look at a a'
modern gaol, wh ich would be quite a plea
ant looking structure. Perhaps one wot
see certain inmates moving aboutt
grounds, which wvould be reasonably c(
fined, but there -would he no dwellir
within a considerable distance. I belie
our attitude towards the inmates shot
change and, instead of despising them, o
attitude should be one of sympathy. It
because of a negative state of mind tL
this desire exists to transport these peal
away from civilisation so that wve c
conveniently forget them. Some considi
ation is due also to the relatives
these unfortunates and to others w
may care to visit them. Visitors are nati
ally a considerable help in restoring to
balanced state of mind the inmates of bo
mental and penal institutions. They he
bring those unfortunates hack to a norm
mental state such as we desire to see.

Consideration must also be given to t
welfare of the staffs of such institutior
Though they are not in considerable nul
hers it is a specialised type of individu
that should be employed in such instit
tions and some selection should be ma,
in their appointment. Such persons shoo
receive a psychological training for t]
somewhat unpleasant task they have to ft
fiu. If such institutions are placed mai
miles from Perth and away from reaso
able facilities and ameAities, the best tyj
of individual will not be attracted to th;
very important work. That is a factor th,
should be taken into consideration. All,
us have been, either directly or indirect]
contributors to the position of the unfort
nate people to whom I have referred. The
have been, in recent years, wars, depre

if
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ions and inequalities in our economic
aake-up. Many such people are the victims
£f those circumstances and the maladies
worn which they suffer manifest themselves
a many ways. Some become mentally un-
alanced; others are affected by the en-
-ironment and type of home, a state of at-
airs, unfortunately, over which parents
iave little control because of the conditions
,f the times. Many boys and girls have
[rifted into a life of lawlessness and ir-
esponsibility on this account and in later
'ears have found themselves incarcerated.

Surely we should give some consideration
o the question of treating these offenders
ysnpathetically and not as pariahs; Wo
hould not seek to transport them to dis-
ant places for the purpose of having them
ont of sight and, accordingly, out of mind.

conclude on the note that the decision of
he Government to submit this resolution
or the appointment of a Joint Committee
s a direct contradiction of its attitude to
he proposal to appoint a Parliamentary
!ommittee on another matter, one which is
turely a mattcr of administration. I sub-
ait that the Government should make up
ts mind and in no circumstances should
ierniit the Legislative Council, which is re-
,resentative of only a fraction of the
)coplc, to influence its decisions one way
ir the other.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [5.32]: 1 have
tot been influenced in my views by local
inthorities because not one has approached
ne by letter or in any other way. I eon-
ider that a principle is involved in the
'ounil's resolution. Institutions of this
iort shonld not be located in the metropolitan
area, or even in the greater metropolitan
area. I visualise what is done in other court-
.ries. I call to mind flartmoor. If one
-onld find a more drab place than Dart-
noor or even Wormwood Scrubs, I should
ike to know where it is.

Hon. N. 'Keenan:- Have you seen it?
Mr. CROSS: Yes, but I have not been

aide it. Dartmoor is located on low-lying
muntry and in winter-time is usually en-
ieloped in beavy- fog during a great part
f the day. We do not send people to gaol

ni order to provide them with amenities.
Phey are sent to prison by way of punish-
ment, and the main part of their punish-
vent lies in being removed from the ameni-
ies and the bright lights of the cities from

which most of them emanate. The attitude
adopted by the Government to another mat-
ter a week ago, a matter that affected the
health of the community, was vastly dif-
ferent.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in discussing a question
that has already been disposed of by the
House.

Mr. CROSS: I repeat that in my opinion
institutions like gaols. should not be located
in the greater metropolitan area. The Gov-
ernment has received plenty of advice on
the question of the site for a new gaol. It
has had advice from its experts. I shall
not support this motion for the appointment
of another committee of inquiry, but shall
indicate what I consider ought to be done.
A few years ago when transport was slow,
it could have been said that accused persons
held pending trial should be kept near the
city so that their lawyers could have esy
access to them. When the gaol was at Fre-
mantle, if a man was remanded for a week,
his lawyer did not have to go to Fremantle
to interview him. The man was kept at the
City lock-up and the lawyer was able to
contact his client without having to travel
to Fremantle. When a man is brought up
for trial, the fact of his being held 20 or
30 miles away from the city would present
no great difficulty in these days of fast
transport when the average speed in the
country, even for trucks, is over 3D miles
an hour.

The best place to put the newt gaol-in
fact, there are two places where it might be
put-is within easy reach of the city. I
see no reason why a portion of Rottneat
Island should not be reserved for a gaol site.
If that ware done, prisoners would not be
able to escape so easily.

Mr. Thorm: There used to be a gaol at
Rottnest.

Mr. CROSS: Alternatively, a site could he
selected in the hills within 30 miles of the
city.

Mr. Thorn: Stick to Rottnest.
Mr. CROSS:- A gaol could well be located

in the hills 20 or 30 miles away, and ameni-
ties could be provided for the staff. Buses
could be run at suitable times, not only for
the convenience of the staff but also to eater
for visitors to the gaol. I certainly do not
think that, in these modemn times when Perth
is extending so rapidly, a gaol should be
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built in the greater metropolitan area. I
believe that the Government has all the re-
quisite information at its disposal and that
to hold an inquiry would he merely a waste
of money. The Government has had advice
from experts, even from outside the State.
I would have the gaol located out of the
city, jut as I would the sanitary site. These
nuisances should not be located in the centres
of population. A site in the hills could bia
selected from which it would not he easy for
prisoners to escape. Suitable land could be
obtained so that produce required for the
consumption of the inmates could be grown.
If a site at llottncst were adopted, the pris.
onems would not have to be confined so much
within the four wails of the gaol. They
would be able to cultivate the land and make
the gaol almost self-supporting. I shall
oppose the motion.

MER. McI.ARTY (Mnurray-Wcllingtonj
[5.39]: 1 shall not support the motion be-
cause I consider this is not a matter for in-
quiry by a Joint Committee. The two pre-
ceding speakers have stressed the fact that
the Government has already received expect
advice, and I fail to see what other advice
of benefit could be obtained by a committee.
It has been said, and rightly so, that no mat-
ter where the site may be, opposition to it
will be aroused.

During the debate, mention has been made
of opposition from vested interests. That is
probably correct, but other than vested in-
terests are concerned in this matter. There
are political interests as well, and when I
say that, I do not moan party political inter-
ests. I venture to say that the members of a
committee of inquiry would take care that the
gaol was not located in their electorates, and
so I do not think we would he likely to get
a helpful decision from a committee. Mem-
bers representing metropolitan seats are
-unanimously of opinion that the gaol should
not be located in the metropolitan area. We
know that, on account of the density of
population in the metropolitan area, most of
the crime is committed there, and so -re
should have a gaol somewhere in fairly close
proximity to it.

Mr. Seward: So that prisoners may get in
and out quickly?

Mr. McLARTY: A fairly extensive area is
required for a gaol site so that prisoners may
be Oiren work to do.

Mr. W. Hegney: What is wrong with P
jarrel

Mr. hieLARTY: We read about senten'
to hard labour being imposed, but 1I
afraid that often there is not much ha
labour about them. When a man is
prisoned, I think he should do semethi
towards providing for his own keep. If
were placed on an area where he could
given farm work or be required to help
growing vegetables,. cutting firewood a
doing other essential work, for instance,
should be compelled to do it. There is I
too much talk shout giving prisoners spec
treatment and not regarding them as arir
nals. Some people advocate that they shot
be feted or led to believe that they are z
prisoners.

Mr. Kelly: Wave you never strayed fri
the strait and narrow path?

Mr. MeLARTY: Yes; but these prisoni
have committed crimes, and should
punished according to law. The member I
East Perth referred to petitions being p
seated and I think he was right in the vie
he expressed. I hope the Government I
not been influenced by the petitions lodr
even though they might have been extensi,
ly signed. I do not intend to say anythi
about the proposed gaol site, but the me
her for East Perth was right in the eta
ment that people will sign any petition;
fact, many people sign petitions withc
even reading them. We have had instani
of candidates having been invited by
teasively signed petitions to stand for Pi
liament. and, when they have done so, th
have lost their deposits. I think the Govei
ment should adhere to the expert advice.
feel that an inquiry by a Joint Commit
will not further the interests of the Govea
trout in the least degree. If further advi
is required, let other experts be called in a
let them examine the site that has been
commended. By adopting this course, I I
lievo that far more good will result than
appointing a Joint Committee.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiac
[5.145]: I had no intention of speaking
this subject, hut after hearing the remar
of members this afternoon I feel I ha
mnoro right to address myself to the Hot
than have many other members, hecat
this question directly affects my electora
I think that only those members shot
have a voe who are directly concerned

V
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e question. It is very easy for the mom-
,r for MLurray-Wellington and the member
Pr East Perth to talk. The member for East
erth knows quite well there would not be
iffieient land for a gaol in his electorate,
ad the member for Murray-Wellington
aws that the Government has no intention
iestablishing one in his district, and he

in therefore speak quite freely against the
otion! I feel that in 25 years from now,
I the gaol is put where it is intended to
ut it, some change will have to be made.

This land is specially suitable for the
.eetion of homes. I feel there is danger in
ividing Fremantle from Perth. We want
Sget away from that sort of thing. It

as baa_ enough -when the cemetery was
itahlisbed at Karrakatta, and, I think the
ay will come when that cemetery will be
'eated. somewhere else. The member for
at Perth spoke about the menal hospital

ad the sewerage undertaking. The day will
)me when those also will have to be re-
toved. If we only looked ahead for 30, 40
r 50 years I sin sure no-one would dream
E establishing a gaol in our midst. I do
at know how many members have stood on
cahold Hill, but I daxesay many have. If

noe stood there with a pair of binoculars
ne could possibly see everything going on in
ie new gaol yard;, and that would not be

pleasant sight. The establishment might
acourage a few tourists to visit the area,
Dr they could stand on Reabold Hill and
aze at the wonderful institution depicted by
19 member for East Perth. It would be a
reaL mistake to put the gaol there.

The electors of Suhiaco are definitely op-
osed to a gaol being established in their
rea, although the site chosen -would only
but on the outside portions of Subiaco.
Vs have had someone from the Eastern
;tates to look into the matter, and I think
hat was a mistake. I fail to see how a mian
row another State could knomw as much
bout Western Australia as we do. Although

do not believe very much in petitions I
m sure that if a petition were sent through
he municipal councils of the surrounding
reas everyone would vote against the gaol
cing erected on the proposed site. The
iunicipal councils do represent the people,
ad a petition coming from each of them
mould be an indication that the people of
hie areas concerned do not want a gaol
reeted on that site. I shall vote for the
aotion.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne) [5.50,1: This is a question in con-
nection with which the Government at least
must view the realities of the position. It
has been broughit out in the course of the
debate on the resolution that a new gaol
is an urgent necessity, and a decision as to
where it shall go is a very vital one. It is
only stressing the obvious to say that a new
gaol must go somewhere. Generally the
objections not only to the motion but to the
site which have emerged from the debate
have been based on parochial ideas. It has
been stressed in the course of the debate by
one speaker--it may be more than one-that
the Government has negative ideas in con-
nection with the matter. The negative pro-
posals which have been put before this
Chamber- against the motion certainly have
not contributed substantially to the debate.
Had there been no war we still would have
reached the position at this stage when the
unsuitability of Fremantle as the location
for a gaol would have necessitated action
very shortly.

Early in 1041 when extraordinary pre-
cautionary measures had to be taken because
of war circumstances, not only for the people
but for the inmates of institutions and for
all civilians, all the Governments of the Com-
monwealth were in communication in con-
nection with the evacuation of civilians and
also particularly in reference to the inmates
of institutions. All of these things have to
be done because of the anticipated enemy
action of that time. Plans for the hurried
evacuation of civilians were under considera-
tion. They were mentioned in this House.
I may recall the member for Nedlands plead-
ing for early action and early consideration
of all contingencies. The Government was
constantly conferring with the militar auth-
orities. I repent that the Governments of
the various States were in communication
in respect of the different difficulties and
means to combat them.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn, who was
then Minister for Works, will clearly recall
all of the difficulties associated with the shift-
ing of any portion of the civilian population,
and the preparations for water supplies and
all other conveniences necessary had there
been a general exodus demanded by the
military authorities in connection with this
city and the City of Fremnantle. Early in
1042 the hon. member, in his capacity of
Minister for Works, went to Canberra with
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the then Leader of the Opposition especially
to plead for more defence for this State,
and to place before the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment certain particular features regard-
ing our lack of defence and certain particu-
lar features associated with the life of this
State. Such institutions as prisons were
sources of great concern, and it was in Janu-
ary, 1942, that the evacuation of Fremantle
gaol was decided upon.

It was not a matter of policy, not any-
thing to do with policy, to put the gaol out
into the country. Anywhere in the suburbs
or anywhere else which was away from the
port of Fremantle would have been accepted
had there been facilities for such a gaol.
When Barton's Mill was decided upon there
was no modern idea that gaols should be
removed to the country. This was simply a
matter of necessity add of expediency. I
repeat there was no question of policy
attaehd to it. Barton's Mill proved to he a
acceptable expedient after a very complete
examination of alternative sites to meet the
needs of the moment at that stage. Barton's
Mill, where there were certain cottages, a
sort of water supply and other facilities
suitable, was 'very quickly organised for
the transference of prisoners from Fre-
mantle. After very many weeks of prepara-
tion this site of expediency was prepared,
and the prisoners were transferred, and the
evacuation from Fremautle was undertaken
with considerable military help.

It never has been contended that the
Barton's Mill site was decided upon as a
matter of policy. There was no suggestion
as to whether the gaol should be in the
country or in the city which led to that de-
cision. Today we are in the course of a
debate on this resolution and discussing all
those aspects which then and now afforded
the Governme nt a lead insofar as future
policy is concerned. I will deal with that
aspect a little more fully at a later stage.
When Barton's Mill was decided upon the
Government had what is known as a Build-
ings Reference Committee, and still has, the
chairman of which is the Director of Works,
the principal officer of the Minister for
Works. Two other members of that com-
mittee are Public Works officials. At that
stage, as now, the Director of Works was
the principal officer of the Minister for
Works.

That committee decided in 1943 (a) that
Fremantle was not suitable as a site for a

permanent prison, and (b) that Bark(
Mill was not suitable as a site for a Perm
ant prison. The committee gave what iv
considered by the then Minister for Woi
the member for Mt. Hawthorn, reasons wt
were considered adequate why these a
were unsuitable. This is a committee c
sisting of principal officers of different
tions of the Public Service. In all es
where matters associated with buildings
concerned that committee is added
by an officer of the appropriate dep ,
ment. In that case, when the Buiildi
Reference Committee very quickly I
taken certain steps and made a Tee(
mendation to the Government in regard
a temporary site, it was then asked to
furthcr in regard to the general quest
of gaol sites. Later on the subject ge
rally was referred by the then Minister
Works, the member for Mt. Hawthorn,
Cabinet. The reference was contained
the report of this committee, in connect
with which action was decided upon.

The report recommended that an exj
be asked to advise on the' requirements
a modern gaol to meet the position
Western Australia, to select the most s
able site, and to recommend the method
which the transition from the Fremai
gaol to Barton's Mill could be effected.
I have said, these recommendations iv
made to Cabinet by the then Minister
Works, the member for Mft. Hawthc
The requirements of a modern gaol wv
very closely gone into. They involved v
many requisites. They involved the ava
bility of lighting, beating and power fa(
ties, sewerage and drainage facilities, pr(
mity to courts and police centres with sh
and speedy transport, ample ground for
various requirements of such institutic
seclusion from the sight, if possible,
sound of the general Pulblic, and last I
not least amenities for the staff where h
bands and wives and families could en,
reasonable social intercourse with other c
zens, and, also where their children could
tend schools and perhaps obtain positii
when leaving their home.

All these prerequisites were the si
ject of an investigation. The Gave
meet enlisted the services of the sup
intendant of Prisons of Victoria-
official title is Inspector General of P ris,
-due to the courtesy of the Premier of I

. 1
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via. What happened after that is some-
hat recent history. I have not endeav-
ired at any stage of this debate to weigh
e pros and eons of the desirableness of
at or any other site. But, following the
port made by that authority, the decisions
.the Government in connection with this

atter were made public. Then there began
hue and cry from all quarters!I The road
)ards called in members of Parliament, the
ity Council enlisted the service of the
embers within its area, meetings were held
id members of Parliament attended those
cetings-in fact I think they assisted in
-awing up the resolutions that were car-
d-petitioas were drawn up and such

ltitions were presented to customers in
.ops of all sorts in districts between Vie-
i-ia Park and F~remantle.
Thousands of people signed those peti-

)ns and, as the member for East Perth
3id, without knowing what they were sign-
g. I could say definitely that they were
pled by hundreds of persons who had no
en where the site was, and had not
'en been assisted by certain plans
:hibited by the Perth 'City Council.
Iher people were incited to sign these peti-
:)n% after being presented with a very mis-
ading plan issued and published by the
rth City Council. As a matter of fact,

understand that the original of the plan is
,"iable and can be seen by members. The
iblic of this community was deliberatelyr
yoked to sign petitions by reason of a
irposely misleading plan. If the people
ere in Nedlands the site was said to be
Ijoining the Nedlands Road Board area.
.a person was at the town hall then the

te was in the midst of the city's acres. No
stter where one -was, the misrepresentation
its very obvious.
Ron. W. D. Johnson: Was that officially
sued by the Perth City Council?
The PREMIER: Definitely!I
Mr. Read: That is right, is it not? It is
Ijacent to all those places.
The PREMIER: It was a deliberate mis-
presentation of the position, and I am
-cpared to have a replica of that plan ex-
bited in this Chamber to show members
e extent of the misrepresentation. At that
%ge the Government was approached by
embers of both sides of the Rouse. It
as abused by the City Council and even

by some of its own members. That was all
mainly due to a lack of understanding, and,
definitely, to parochial considerations. The
Government therefore considered whether
Parliament should have an opportunity to
know the facts:'

Mr. Read: It should be considered from
the point of view of State development.

The PREMIER: The Government con-
sidered the matter from that point of view
in connection with the whole proposal, but
the Government had to consider that at
some stage Parliament will be forced to
make a decision on this matter. The deci-
sion of the Willeock Government, many
months ago, was to take the course now be-
ing adopted.

Mr. Abbott: That was a very wise course,
too.

The PREMIER: It might have been a
wvise decision of the Willcock Government.
That is when the decision was made to fol-
low this course. I will make reference
shortly to the slurs cast in the course of one
speech made in this Chamber on tihe new
attitude of the present Government. Par-
liament has always been anxious to be con-
sulted. Parliament is the highest court in
the land and, so far as I know, has never
been taken-in by views of experts on any
particular subject. No matter how authori-
tatively a subject may he reviewed, when
it comes to Parliament, members exercise
their right to say whether they find the
views of experts acceptable in matters that
are legislative. It is not a question of lay-
men examining and deciding matters that
are expert issues, but one of Parliament do-
ing its job at the right moment.

One member-the member for Perth-
opposed vigorously the suggestion that this
problem should be referred to a committee
of both Houses. But I recall the same
member a fortnight ago supporting, equally
as vigorously, a proposal to form a stand-
ing committee to inquire into all expendi-
ture over £50,000 on public buildings, that
the Government might he associated with.
Such lack of consistency does not carry
very much weight in this discussion. I
strongly contend that unless Parliament
takes some responsibility in knowing the
facts of a case such as this, the plans can
never be approved by this Parliament4 and
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decisions will be based on the guidance that
parochial considerations give. I present the
point that there is nothing new in the action
brought about by this decision of the Gov-
erment. It has an almost exact parallel
in the matter of the public buildings inquiry
of some years ago.

The question raised by the member for
East Perth shows how illogical was his con-
tribution in that particular. He raised the
point that the very fact that the Govern-
ment succeeded with its desires in connec-
tion with the Government domain is the rea-
son why it should go on with this proposi-
flon. That shows just how much thought
be had given to this proposal. Let me re-
count the history of the site for public
buildings. Some 13 sites had been consid-
ered at the time that the Government pre-
sented to this House a request to excise por-
tion of the Government domain. There had
been extra committees through the years
trying to solve that problem. The Govern-
ment had, on four occasions, attempted to
have that matter decided by Parliament. In
spite of expert committees, in spite of Min-
isters forcibly stating the case as to the
best site. Parliament continued to turn down
the proposal. That is the reason why Par-
liament should accept now the responsibility
of understanding the facts relative to this
proposal.

For four years, from 1937 to 1940, we
tried to solve the vexed problem of the pub-
lie buildings but Parliament, in both Cham.
bers, turned down the proposition from
time to time. It fell to my responsibility
to move on behalf of the Government then,
as the Chief Secretary has on this occasion,
for an appropriate committee to enable Par,
liamnent to get an understanding of the prob-
lem. In 1938 and 1939 the Government put
forward, in this Chamber, proposals to ex-
cise a certain portion of the Government do-
main. At that stage, to use the words of
the member for East Perth in relation to
this proposal, the Government's decisions
were not arrived at without considerable
thought and investigation. But what was
the result? It was that each time the mat-
ter was defeated by Parliament because
members had had no opportunity, other than
listening to the Ministers when introducing
the proposals, of deciding whether the con-
siderations on which the proposals were based

were round, and in spite, too, at that tiznu
of the move made in the other Chamber t
defeat the Government's proposals. We a
know too well the result.

When the motion regarding the publi
buildings left this Chamber it was for
Select Committee of three members of eac
House to report upon and recommend a pa
ticular site. The Government at that stagi
too, had all the expert evidence it requirei
What was the fate of the motion when
reached the other House? That place first,
nearly defeated the proposal, and secondl
moved that there should be four member
from each Chamber. It was not satisfied wit
that, but placed the stricture on the conr
mittee's operations that six members out o
the eight had to sign in favour of the ri
port or else it would not be carried. It the
proceeded, and we welcomed this, to plae
on that committee the people most hostil
to the Governments' suggestions. I woud
like members to examine the personnel c
that committee. The Council took up mn
challenge to appoint persons hostile to ti
Government's proposals, and I would lit
to see the same thing happen this time.

What was the result then? It was
unanimous report not to take just the portio
of the Government domain that the Go'
erment wished, but to take an additioni
area. That decision was reached by me
unfairly hostile, even to the extent of or
of them saying at the initial meeting, "Ye
can do what you like and bring forwar
whatever evidence 'You like but I will nev(
agree to the area the Government wants
But he did; he signed the report? The
records are here to be seen and they wei
circulated. So when the Government force
the issue-and these records in conneetic
with the domain and the public building
are here to he seen and they were circi
lated-a unanimous decision was reach(
in spite of the fact that Parliament hfi
turned down the proposition in sueeessii
years.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m

The PREMIER: I had reached the stal
of commenting on the result of the inqub3
by a Select Committee of both Houses i
the Government's proposals for the erecti(
of public buildings on a selected site I r
peat that although every obstacle was placi
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in the way of getting a really impartial de-
cision in the matter, the committee ultimately
reported upon and strongly supported not
only the area proposed but an additional area
on the same site. That is where we get to
in such a connection. That is where we get
in this connection, for we reach exactly the
same position again. So that when Parlia-
ment considers a Bill relating to a specific
proposal such as this, the desire is that
Parliament should be well informed and able
to make that decision. Parliament ib to be
asked to satisfy itself and to fortify itself
so that no careless decision and no mislead-
ing information will, at the appropriate and
vital stage, defeat a measure introduced into
this Parliament. I stress the point that this
matter must come before Parliament at some
stage. Is it wise to allow such a matter to
be brought before this House, without Par-
liament understanding wvhat is involved?

Mr. Abbott: Or too late to make a de-
cisionI

The PREMIER: Is it wise, after all plans
have been prepared in connection with the
site recommended by experts, when the
works programme and the employment pro-
grammne of the Government rest on the pro-
posals presented to Parliament in the Loan
programme, for the Government not to have
an opportunity to proceed with a proposal
About which it has satisfied itself? To avoid
reaching such an impossible position as that,
Rnd since the matter must at some stage be
,onsidered by Parliament, the Government is
Anxious to afford that opportunity. I repeat
hat it is not a question of laymen examin-

ing the proposals and recommendations of
2xperts. It is for this authority-the high-
-st court in the land-to make the decision
iow, and to assist. It is not for it to assume
An attitude of irresponsibility, but for it to
Assume responsibility itself. I mentioned
!arlier that I would be prepared to give the
;trongest objectors to this particular pro-
3osal an opportuntity to serve on the com-
nittee so that they would be forced into the
)osition not of excusing themselves by a
iegative attitude, but to take a positive at-
itude themselves. There would be no pros-
)ect then of presenting an attitude that did
tot fully represent the position.

To refer specifically to some of the
)pinions expressed, I was disappointed in
he obvious endeavour of the member for
Kt. Hawthorn to cast a slur on the new

Government. He referred to the new idea
and the new attitude towards Select Commit-
tees. He stated that the former attitude of
Governments towards Select Committees was,
unless a case was made out, strenuously to
oppose such a proposal. The member for
Mt. Hawthorn knew full well that this was a
Government proposal, very much akin to the
one sponsored by the Government previously
in connection with the public buildings site.
I also state that this year-even if there
be a new Government, which it is not, as
there is only one difference in the personnel
of it-there have been fewer Select Com-
mittees than is usual, and only on two occa-
sions in the last ten years have there been
fewer Select Committees than have been ap-
pointed this year.

It is quite wrong to adopt a misleading
attitude in this regard. The present Govern-
ment consists of the same old mates of the
member for Mt. Hawthorn, and he, himself,
knows just what sort of mates they can be.
I think it was inappropriate and unneces-
sary on his part repeatedly, as he did
throughout his speech, to endeavour to dis-
credit the Government by suggesting that
there were new ideas, new opinions, even
somersaulting-that was the word he used-
in connection with a matter such as prison
reform. It is not so--and the bon, member
should know it is not so. He made his com-
ment in these words in connection with the
Position regarding the site--

I think that Renbold Hill the highest point
in the City of Perth, is somewhere in the
centre of thc proposed site.

Those were his actual words. It is not only
not on the site at all but the nearest point to
Reabold Hill of any part of the whole of the
area is 50 chains from the site.

Point of Explanation.

Hon. H. Millington: Mr. Speaker, I think
the time to correct a misstatement is now.
That statement did appear in the original
report of my speech, but I corrected it.
What I said was, that it was near the centre
of the proposed park.

'Mr. Speaker: Order!I That is not a point
of order.

Hon. H. Millington: I sin accused of say-
ing that this was in the middle of the site,
whereas even a schoolboy would know it is
not.
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Mr. Slpeaker: Order!I The hon. member
has not raised a point of order.

Hon. H2. Millington: I have! I am taking
exception to a misstatement.

Mr. Speaker; The Premier will proceed.

Debate Resumned.
The PREMIER: The words I have quoted

arc, I say, tbe exact words the hon. member
used, without any variation whatsoever.
They are the words that appear in the
original typed script of the hon. member's
speech, which I asked for.

Hon. H. Millington: Oh well, you ame
wrong!

The PREMIER: I am not in the habit
of making misstatements.

Hon. W. 13. Johnson; Why worry? Go
on!

The PREMIER: I am not in the habit of
misleading the House. I intcnd~to see that
the original script from which I took those
words is laid on the Table of the House.
Then members will see who is misleading the
House in this connection. I have quoted the
words that the hon. member was reported
as stating and they appear in the original
pull I obtained from "Hansard." That was
taken from the original script.

Hon. ff. Millington: I am telling you that
what I said was that it was in the middle
of the park-a 1,000 acre reserve.

The PREMIER: The report contains no
such thing as a reference to a 1,000 acre
reserve. If the member for Mt. Hawthorn
is right and "Hansard" is wrong, then if
"Hansard" is wrong I can only say it is
unusual.

The Minister for Works: Most unusual!
The PIREMIER.: I am not in any way

deliberately misrepresenting the position. It
is not only not on the site hut I have a map-
not a misleading one either, but an accurate
one--which will clearly show, in its proper
perspective, the whole of the proposal. It
will be very clearly seen, if the map be
examined, just how much, credence can he
placed in the statement of some who would
have members believe that the site is ad-
jacent to this or that point in an imumedi-
ate road board area or anywhere else. There
has been so much loose talk in connection
with this matter that the Government con-
siders it very necessary that all these mis-
understandings should be cleared up. There

has been a certain amount of misrepresen
tion and the purpose of the inquiry suggesi
by the Government is to satisfy the Hou

Since the House must be satisfied at so
stage, I repeat that it is very necessary
the opinion of the expert authorities to
actually examined by members of the Hon
The Government adopts no negative attiti
on this question. The Government wishes
be positive that not only should the requi
meats of a gaol -be provided for as reasi
ably and quickly as possible, but that tl
should be provided on the site selected.
far as I am concerned, it is not a question
sites at al]. In supporting the motion
wish to make it clear that the Governmc
is not tied down with regard to this pi
ticular site, but is very strong on the po
that, although its advice is to the effect t0
this is the appropriate site and it is qu
prepared to proceed with it on that baw
it does not wish to have Unfortunate c
eumstanees arise that will have the effect
thwarting its plans so that it might ha
to go hack on those plans, the preparati
of materials and the availability of it
power.

There have been many other comments
connection with this motion. I regret ti
I did not have an opportunity to studyt
amendment moved by the Leader ofI
Opposition. Without any reflection up
the Chair, I think that amendment was r
relative to the first part of the motion at
and that had we had an opportunity
giving it close examination the amcndme
would not have been added to the motion.
hope that it will yet he deleted.

Mr. North; You mean that it had
material relevancy?

The PREMIER: It is specific to anotb
point that is not relevant to the origir
intention of the motion. The bon. memt
had an opportunity to ventilate his grievan
-and I think he has a real grievance.
the other hand, I am hoping that
will not cloud the issue which wVas t
original intention of the motion. T
member for Victoria Park made t
statement that there were dozens of oth
sites within easy access of the city, wi
electric ight and other facilities availab
I should hope that the bon. member wou
give the Government the opportunity
visit such Bites so that the Government m,
know their location; and if there are doze



rASSEMBLY.)

of them within easy access of the city, let
us investigate all of them. I should hope
that the hon. member would become a mem-
ber of the committee, and that, emerging
from those dozens of sites, there- might be
one wholly appropriate and satisfying every-
body.

Mr. Read: I will.
The PREMIER: The member for East

Perth said that he was surprised, dis-
appointed and disgusted that the Govern-
ment should refer this matter to a Joint
Committee of both House;, but the bon.
member, in his most illogical speech, failed
to notice that the Minister in charge of gaols
and of the department associated with them,
is in the Legislative Council, and that it
was not only his responsibility-if such a
matter were launched by the Government-
to attend to it in his office as Chief Secretary,
bUt also to attend to it and initiate it in
another Chamber. The hon. member perhaps
did not know that that was the case; but
I think it would have been very timely for
him to acquaint himself with the require-
ments and the usual practice and procedure
before using such extravagant language.

Mr. Thorn: He has a lot to learn yet.
The PREMIER: It is not at all a ques-

tion of the Council influencing the Govern-
ment in this matter; it is a question of the
Government desiring to influence the Council.
That is the position, and it is the position
which the Government wishes to face at this
stags, not at a stage when it 'would be futile
to influence or affect a decision of another
place. Since the lack of knowledge of the
Government domain is exactly a parallel in
connection with this matter, I am hoping that
there will emerge not only a complete in-quiry, but some responsibility attaching to
Parliament, with all its authority and with
all its desires to be consulted in this matter.
I hope there will emerge a proposition not
only to meet all the needs of gaol require-
merits, but one which can be very quickly
proceeded with.

The Government is prepared to accept re-
;ponsibility for the site. That is quite beside
-his question; but it would be quite futile,
inless we can once more come to the con-
lesion that the Wilicock Government was
'creed to, which is that the matter should
)e approached in this manner. We know that
Fremantle is not suitable; we know all of
ts defects. We know that Barton's Mill is

not suitable. Although the proposed site,
according to the authorities, may be suitable
in all respects, it may not be the only suit-
able site. Let us not approach the matter with
a sense of irresponsibility; let us approach
it with the responsibility of Parliamentary
authority at this starge, as that is most neces-
sary before the project proceeds. I am not
putting up a case for the proposed site or
any other site. Let any one of the dozen
sites referred to by the member for Vic-
toria Park be looked at-all of the dozen.
Let us see how appropriately they may fit
the need.

In submitting my remarks as a contribu-
tion to this debate, it is not a eae of stres-
sing a particular site. The merits of this
site are well known to the Government from
the reports of the experts, after having
looked at many others; but I have heard
that some members have their own ideas in
this regard. There are certain requirements
and there are certain limitations, but let us
not, through any desire to be local in our
view or to misrepresent the position, base a
decision on false premises. I hope that not
only will this House agree to the resolution,
but that the last paragraph added to it
will later be deleted. I hope the result will
be a decision which will enable the work to
proceed irrespective of any local interest or
local ideas, but in the best interests of the
community.

Question put and passed; the resolution, as
amended, agreed to.

Appointment of Assembly Members.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
Mr. Fox, Mr. Thorn and Mr. North were
appointed as the Assembly members of the
Joint Committee, and a message was accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BJLL--GOVflflIENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD).

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendments Nos. 2 and 5, and had agreed to
the further amendments made by the
Assembly to the Council's amendments Nos,
1 and 4, but had insisted on its amendments
Nos. 3 and 6.
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ANNUIAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46.

In Committee of SuppIY.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Rorloredat in the Chair.

Vote-Eacucotion, £915,350 (partly con-
sidered):-

MR, PERKINS (York) f18.8] : I listened
with great interest indeed to the Minister's
introduction of these Estimates last night,
Most members will agree that since the pre-
sent Minister has taken over the department
there does seem to be new hope for it. Both
he and the department do seem to have a
definite policy which they are endeavouring
to put into effect. There may be some items
of that policy with which we do not agree,
but it certainly is a benefit that the depart-
ment should have some definite goal at which
to aim. The Minister said that the general
objective of the department is the equality
of opportunity for education of every child
in the State. That is an objective which all
members of this Chamber will whole-
heartedly support; but it is something which
definitely does not exist at the present time.

Many complaints have been made by
mnembers. on both aides of the Chamber abouzt
the present position; and I am very much
afraid that, even though the department
carries out the policy which has been enun-
ciated more or less in detail by the Minister
when replying to various deputations and
also when discussing the position in this
Chamber, there still will not be equality of
opportunity for edneation for the children
of the State. I refer to the opportunities as
they exist in the mere sparsely settled areas.
It 'will be next door to impossible for the
Minister to secure that objective absolutely;
I am afraid that he will not approximately
approach it. As one living fairly well bank
in the agricultural areas I think the position,
from the point of view of providing satis-
factory educational services in the country
districts, is likely to become more difficult
rather than easy in future years. Owing to
the mechan isation of agriculture there seems
to be a lessening of population per squate
mile in the agricultural districts, outside
country towns, as compared with the posi-
tion prevailing before the war.

I am very much afraid it is unlikely tl
the previous density of population in cot
try areas, outside of country towns, -v
increase to any great extent in the futu
That, of course, will mean difficulties for
Minister in providing the equality of Opp
tunity of which he speaks. it is undon
edly going to require a great deal more
penditure per head of population in tb.
rural areas than is contemplated by
department at present, so far as I am a
to judge. It is, however, necessary to p
ride those educational opportunities, oth
wise very serious repercussions on the e
nomic ]ife of the State will undoubtedly
suit. It has become evident to anyone v
is at all intimate with country areas t'.
people will refuse to bring up famil
there unless the children can have a rena
able opportunity to secure proper educat
to place them on somewhere near a le
of equality with children brought up
other parts of the State. If families
going to drift from those agricultural an(
it is plain that the drift will have v,
serious effects on the economic life of
State. It will be impossible to build up
large population which wen hope to see
those inland areas if this continual drift
people from them, in order to secure a
factory educational opportunities for ti
children, continues. It will be inipossil
for instance, to build up our country toi
unless children can obtain satisfactoryF
ondary education in them. in this regard
seems that the policy of the department
likely to be much improved.

In discussions I have had with the M
ister and on deputations which I have
troduced to him, it has been indicated t
the policy of the department is to exti
what the Minister referred to as the Jun
high school system. I take it that that s
tern will provide for the children to he c
rned on to at least the junior standard
those schools. That undoubtedly will b(
very big improvement on the present p(
Lion.

But before dealing with the question
secondary education, I would like to say,
reference to the primary education of
children, that although the hostel systi
such as the Minister outlined, will be of gr
benefit, it will be with some reluctance t)
many parents will take advantage of the h

1E



[ASSEMBLY.]

els for children of more tender years In
;uch circumstances, it seems that a proper-
ion of smaller schools will have to be carried
)n; and where bus services can he started
hey will lie a help, provided the runs' are
iot too long. The system of education by
!orrespondence has also been of some as-
iistance, but further help from the depart-
nent is necessary if it is to be entirely satis-
!actory. Some members will have noticed
,ecent letters in the Press from mothers,
.omnplaining of the impossibility of handling
-orrespondence lessons for children as well
is doing their ordinary household duties;
ind I have had many complaints from
parents, who have had to rely on correspon-
lence lessons for the education of the youn-
1,er children, pointing out how impos-
aible it is for them to carry on such work
single-handed.

In my experience, departmental officers
,lave been reasonably helpful and in in-lividual instances have even made correspon-
dnce lessons available through the assisted-
teacher schools. So I have no complaint to
make about the general attitude of the de-
partmental officers; their approach has been
quite reasonable. But I would like to stress
that, in the rural areas, it is absolutely in-
evitable that the cost of education per child
to provide a suitable service must be
materially higher than the cost in the more
densely-populated parts. If the department
is prepared to accept that point andi work on
that basis, I do not think many of us can
have much complaint. The Minister will
meet with a great variety of circumstancesi
from time to time, but if the department
continues its present policy of meeting those
circumstances as they arise and treating them
reasonably sympathetically, I do not think
there will be any serious complaints. But I
am much opposed to trying to bring all
the variety of eases one meets with in the
agricultural districts within narrow confines.

Many difficulties will undoubtedly arise as
the department tries to give effect to its
policy of consolidation of schools. It is
the general policy, with which I think most
members will agree, and with which I per-
sonally am f ully in accord. But it is no good
blinking one's eyes to the individual difficul-
ties that will arise. The Minister will be
very ill-advised to use compulsion, except
as an absolutely last resort. It would he
much sounder for the department to get some
of those consolidated schools operating in

districts where the vast majority of the
parents fully approve the idea, and there
are any number of such districts which could
be picked out. The example of those dis-
tricts could speak for itself. I have no doubt
that the Minister's anticipations will be fully
realised, and that it will he possible for-'the
department to give an improved typo of
education in those consolidated schools. If
that is so and schools can he established in
some of the districts where parents are al-
ready fivourable and success is achieved, it
will not be long before parents in the other
districts that are not quite so favourably dis-
posed at present will see what is taking place,
and when they witness the success being
achieved, the Minister's difficulties will be
lessened in the districts where the consoli-
dated schools have not been established, and
eventually the policy will be accepted over
most of the agricultural areas. But the es-
sential thing is to get several of those schools
operating and carrying out the improved
type of education. I think that possibly
more could be done by the department in
this regard than is being done at present.

There are several centres of which I can
think where it should be possible to get
language and science teachers installed who
could take the children up to the full junior
standard. For instance, in York at present
there are two bus services operating anid
another is likely to operate in the near
future. Although the accommodation prob-
lem is rather acute there at the moment, I
think, perhaps an effort could be made by
the department to have language and science
teachers appointed there to enable all child-
ren so desiring to reach full junior standard.
Through the lack of such facilities in some
centres-and York is a good example-the
high school facilities in other places are
being seriously overtaxed. For instance, I
understand that Northam High School is
woefully over-crowded. The department is
making use of all the rooms available and is
even taking some outside accommodation,
and many complaints ore being made about
the overcrowding at that school.

If junior high school facilities could be
provided in such a centre as York, it would
not only enable children now going from
there to Northam for junior subjects to he
educated in their own home town, but it
might be possible for some other children
who are travelling much longer distances
from outlying areas to Northam to be
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diverted to York, where possibly accommo-
dation for them would be easier to get than
it is at Northama. The Minister has indicated
to the York people that the department
hopes to build up the local school and there
is a suggestion, to which I think the depart-
ment is favourably inclined, to build a new
one to provide secondary school facilities at
York in addition to the primary school,
which isi a very good building and which I
am pleased to say the department has made
a good job of renovating just recently. I
hope the Mx inisterw~il1 give serious considera-
tion to the provision of language and science
teachers at York as soon as possible to en-
able the junior standard at least to be
reached and some of the overcrowding at the
Northam High School to be relieved.

There are one or two other features the
Minister mentioned in introducing his Esti-
mates. He spoke of the policy of the de-
partment in extending visual aids to educa-
tion. That is a development about which
I have read quite a lot and which I have dis-
cussed with the director, and there are un-
doubtedly great possibilities in that direction-
I would like the Minister, when he is making
provision for the extension of visual educa-
tion in the country districts, to consider
making such facilities available for adult
education as well as for primary and second-
ary school education. I understand that
much discussion is 'taking place amongst
authorities charged with the' responsibility
of adult education with a view to making
use of visual aids, if we may so term them,
in regard to adult education as wvell as pri-
mary and secondary education. Undoubtedly,
adult education is equally important, with
education received by the children at school.
I think most members will agree that the
major portion of any person's education-
taking the word in its larger sense-is ob-
tained after that person leaves school; and
it seems particularly stupid that we should
not make the best use of all modern develop-
ments for the furtherance of adult education.

I am afraid that in the past adult educa-
tion has not been handled with as much
imagination as it might have been. The
organised part of it was usually covered by
rather dry lectures, if I may use the term,
at which only a small percentage of the
population attended. As far as the vast
amount of adult education that was obtained
was concerned, it camne from the ordinary
reading of people interested enough to pur-

sue that method of acquiring informatio
If the visual system of education wered
veloped as an adjunct to education, a ye
much wider section of the population could 1
interested than ever was touched by adi
education in the past, and that undoubted
could be a very important means of wide
ing the knowledge of the population of Au
tralia and also of bringing the people to
better appreciation of all the problems n
only of our own country but also in initc
national affairs, with which they should I
conversant. I believe it is only by L'
extension of all types of education that %
are ever going to improve this world mate
ially. It is the only way to improve inte
national relations and it is the only way
handling all the difficulties that are becoiri
so evident since the conclusion of the ree:
devastating war.

If people are well-informed on ai
problem there is little doubt but that thi
will take the right action to solve it, where:
if they arc only partly informed or entire
ignorant they are an easy prey to any i:
terested party that desires to get them
follow a particular course. Apart altogeth
from merely fitting people to earn a livix
in this world the whole question of educ
dion is important from the point of vie
of enabling the national policies pursued I
individual countries to be carried along
enlightened lines. If the Education Depsi
ment can co-ordinate the work of its pi
mary and secondary schools with the larg
question of adult education, which strict
speaking, does not come under the Vote
the Education Department, it will fill a gre.
need.

I was pleased to hear the Minister eoi
gratulate the Parents and Citizens' Associ,
tions, because I believe they are doing
valuable and public spirited work for whh4
they receive no direct reward other than tI
knowledge that they are helping to seeu:
proper educational facilities for the childre
Many of the members of that body arc goir
beyond what one would expect from ar
immediate benefit that they can get for the
own children. They are actuated by tl
highest motives, and I hope that while he
in control of the department the Minist4
will continue to co-operate with them, b
cause no one can have more interest
securing a proper system of education as
facilities in our schools than have the paren

18!
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&f the children and the other citizens who
lesire to see education placed on a proper
'Msis.

MR. DONEY (Will iams-Narrogin)
'8.20]:- The Minister's introduction to his
i3stimates last night was a clear and inter-
sting explanation of the position. I do
tot know what was its'effect on other mess-
wers, but it encouraged me to anticipate a
orward move in education in this State.
believe in the Minister's bona fidesy-as I

kink we all do, He is not afraid to break
iew ground and, generally speaking, I ap-
3irove of his plans and principles.

The Minister for Education: The Treas-
irer says there is a danger that I might
)reak him.

Mr. DONEY: I anticipate that a little
ater, perhaps six months from now, there
might easily be a difference of opinion as
bo what the Minister should or should not
have done. Later I will deal with the
amount allowed to the Minister in the Esti-
miates, and will draw his attention to a re-
mark of his that last year his Estimates
were exceeded by a considerable amount,
M~rembers expect the Estimates to be a re-
flection of the Minister's plans for the ensu-
ing 12 months, but they are not, and to me
they are a disappointment in that they give
no indication of any intention on the part
of the Government to recognise any new
order in teaching. That is a pity. With
minor exceptions the Education Estimates
are much the same as those of last year, as
last -year's were the same as those of the
year before. The Minister's personal atti-
tude-a part from his Estimates--towards
his responsibilities is inspiring in the ex-
treme. Having regard to that I think that
his Estimates, when he first saw what bad
been done to them. must have given him a
jolt. I have heard him say more than once,
in this Chamber and outside, when discus-
sing building projects, that money must not
be regarded as being any obstacle at all.

Mr. Cross: Does the member for Wil-
liams-Narroe~nn think there is a nigger in
the wood pileI

Mr. IJONEY: I amn not saying that. The
member for Canning will 'have an oppor-
tunity to say that for himself, later on, if
that is bow he feels. As to money being no

obstacle at all, I do not know whether there
is any evidence of that. There is certainly
no evidence of it in the Estimates, Of course
we do not expect to find any mention of
building projects in the revenue Estimates,
but we do expect to see them reflected there
in the form of provision for additional
teaching staff to man additional schools as
they are built, Of course that reflection was
not there, nor was there any provision-as
far as I could see--for returning Service
personnel as additions to the teaching staff.
The Minister's speech-I refer to an open-
ing remark-indicated that he anticipated
the Estimates being heavily exceeded, and
he said that last year they were exceeded
by no less than £31,000, When such aniti-
cipations exist surely it is customary to
forecast them by a swelling of the Esti-
mates, and so the Estimates, as they appear
on the set-up of the Minister's anticipations,
should show what he actually anticipates ex-
pen ding during the year. He should not
already have to come to the Committee and
say that he expects to exceed them to a
considerable degree.

I do not see how the Committee is ever
to know what the future activities of the
department are to be, unless the Estimates
set out those activities with some degree of
accuracy. There is an entry that is new-
to me, at all events-appearing under the
Director of Educational Research. I refer
to the sum of Z1,060. That may connote some
advance towards the new order, and I ask
the Minister whether it does. I do not know
what is hidden under that new title. The
Minister said nothing that I can recall about
that aew department. I do not think he
mentioned it, and I would like to know who
is this highly paid officer, what are his
duties and responsibilities, and what staff
he has around him. He is entirely unknown
to me and I would like to know when he
was appointed. I see against that position
a figure of £1l,050 odd-whoever the occu-
pant may be--indicating that that sum was
paid to him during 1944-45. That would
indicate, if it indicates anything, that he
must have been appointed to this new posi-
tion, about which no one here seems to
know anything, prior to or by the 1st June,
last year. The appointment may easily have
been in the daily Press, and an item of that.
importance should have been there.
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The Minister for Education: It was.
Mr. DONEY: Then I missed it.
The Minister for Education: A most un-

usual thing for the member for Wiliams-
Narrogin.

Mr. DONEY: The Minister pays me a
compliment that I do not deserve, I admit
that if it was in the Press I did not notice
it, and no one made any remarks about it.
The Minister himself did not mention it, hut
be will surely admit to mc now that it was
a matter of sufficient importance to warrant
-mention by him during the introduction of
his Estimates.

The Minister for Education: I made a
public statement on the matter at the time
when the appointment was made.

Mr. DONEY: Did the newspapers feature
iT

The Premier: A sub-leader was written on
it.

Mr. nONEY: I imagine the Premier is
.drawing on his imagination.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: The member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin did not see the significance
of the statement at the time.

Mr. DONEY: The ex-Premier is now sup-
plying me with an explanation that I do not
require, though I thank him for it. Even if
it was set out in the Press I did not see it,
and I make a point of reading anything at
al! having to do with the future of education
in this State. I do not complain of the ap-
pointment as I know nothing about it, and I
do not know who holds the appointment. It
may be a very sound appointment and, for
all I know, it may be the commencement of
the new order in teaching, to which I have
referred. Perhaps when replying to the re-
marks on the Estimates the Minister will
give a little more information about this mys-
tery man of the educational world.

The Premier: The member for Williams-
Narrogin is trying to get the Minister to be
rude, and to interject and tell him.

Mr. DONEY: No, I give the Premier all
the leave he requires to interject as fully and
as freely as he wishes.

The CHTAIRMAN: The member for Wi]-
liams-Narrogin is not in a position to do that.

Mr. DONEY: That, of course, is left to
your discretion, Mr. Chairman. The Eduea-
finn Estimates have moved from £880,000
odd to £915,000, anid I think from memory
that practically all the difference between
those two sums is represented by increases

in salaries. The only staff additions that J1
could trace were those of two junior clerk
There is no indication of any inten.
tion .on the part of the Goverameul
to do anything more in the coming yeai
than was done in the past year. I ad,
mit that it is easy to criticise, but sureb3
the Estimates may be said to disclose ax
astounding capacity for just sitting tight
That is regrettable if moy diagnosis of thi
position is correct, This amazing similariti
between the Estimates of this year, last yea:
atnd the year before, is a bit disquieting to
those of us who hoped that there 'would be
big forward move.

I thought we were right on the threshholi
of a completely new and perhaps wouderfn
era, something dramatic almost, where th
Education Department would be expected ti
play a most important part. On the face o
things, however, it seems as if there is almos
a bankruptcy of vision, of courage and o
ability. Looking across at the Minister an
reflecting that he possesses all those requi
sites, I must say that that simply cannot N
especially sinee he is supported by a firal
class executive and a teaching staff tha
'we in this State, particularly when we travo
to the East, have a habit of boasting of. S
I suggest to the Minister that there is a goo
deal, particularly in regard to the new ordei
that he might find it wise to explain wins
he replies to the debate.

I am not going to say that the bankruptc
is in money, because the Minister has sai
that money is no obstacle to him. Indcee
I remember in this House something lik
two months ago his replying to an interjes
tion by the Leader of the Opposition sayinj
"We can get for education all the money ti
we need." I am very pleased to know that ti
is so. Not long ago I recall that the Prcmkc
referred to the penalties imposed upon thi
State by the Grants Commission because c
our allegedly extravagant social services an
the heavy losses on our loan expenditur
The Premier then told us that those pens
ties had been discontinued and that cheesi
paring was no longer necessary. So I ash
How are we to explain this short spendin3
on education at a time when record spent
ing would certainly have been excusE
by every member of this Chamber? As
have already admitted, I do not know ju:
what might be hidden under this new dire.
torate of educational research.
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Hon. J. C. Willeock: You cannot draw
him out.

.Mr. DONEY: I have never known the
Minister so to resemble an oyster as he does
tonighit; usually he is full of information.
floivever, I feel sure that by and by he will
supply the details I am seeking. Had the
Minister come forward with proposals for
additional expenditure amounting to say
£100,000 or £150,000, 1 am sure he would
have been submitting those proposals to a
very sympathetic Chamber. We are hoping
to see the day when we will have all the
rising generation in this State, black, white
or half-caste, sound in body and mind and
trained to the maximum of their natural
abilities or their aptitudes. To the extent
that we fail thus to develop our youngsters,
po do we fail in our duty to posterity, and
certainly to the people who returned us to
Parliament.

The Minister will perhaps afford me ad-
vice upon another problem. not a new one,
yet one that is seldom if at all mentioned
in this Chamber. I certainly do not recall
its having been mentioned. I refer to what
is known as the child of pre-school age,
that is, the neglected child, the child brought
up on charity. The Minister knows more
ahout this than I do. I wvant to know
whether the Government has any plan for
these children for the present or next year
or in the near future as additional accom-
modation can be made ready for them. We
realise that if all parents and all homes were
idleal, there would be no need whatever for
Glovernment anxiety on this seore, but un-
fortunately that is not so. We have all
too many of the sub-standard homes with
sub-standard parenti and frequently, al-
though not necessarily, snb-standard cil-
dren, and r say that while this condition ob-
tains. it is nationally and conomically un-
sound for the Minister's department to be
indifferent. I think that if the Minister last
night when introducing his Estimates had
submitted a comprehensive scheme of edu-
cation, including the care of neglected chil-
dren of pre-school age, a sympathetic Cham-
ber would have been ready indeed to afford
him practical support.

I had hoped that the Minister wonld refer
to the unsuitability of many of the school
buildings in the country and to the paucity
of equipment. It may be that, in the closing
ten minutes of his speech, he did make refer-

once to some of the matters I am now men-
tioning, but I happened to miss that part
of his speech and so am putting these mat-
ters up now. I think he might have taken
us into his confidence regarding the pro-
vision in future of new secondary schools.
I remind him that Narrogin claims to be
first on the list for a new secondary school.

The Minister for Education: I fancy I
have heard that before.

11r. DONEY: I am sure of it,
The Premier:- Do you believe they are a

long-suffering people?

IMr. DONEY: I know what the Premier
is referring to and I think I re-acted to the
speech ho has in mind in precisely the same
way as he did. I think I am right in saying
that the Minister will see that Narrogin is
provided for in that way at the earliest pos-
sible moment. The member for York has
s aid some nice things about country bus ser-
vices. ; J have nothing but commendation for
the part the Minister is playing Where; it
gives me' every satisfaction. I did not hear
the Minister make any mention of technical
education, and I want to know what plans
the department has in wind for the exten-
sion of technical training for the country.
I point out to him that the lack of pro-
gressive -technical education in the coun-
try is a very big handicap to the State, not
only in workshops, but also on farms and
of course in the homes. I want to make ref-
erence to the Narrogin School of Agricul-
ture, I think the Minister will concede that
it is doing a truily great work, having regard
to the size of the school and the nature of
the equipment that it has started with since
oecupation of the buildings has been re-
sumed. I say that it is not only the high
genera] teaching standard at the Narrogin
School of Agriculture and the high ethical
standard set by successive principals at the
school that has given it its great name.
That is so in part, but it is also because of
the very fine technical tuition imparted
there.

Incidentally, there is nothing whatever in
educational activity that pays the State
better dividends than does a school of agri-
culture. I recall-although this might have
occurred during private conversation with
the 'Minister a few months ago-directing
his attention to the very low staffing at the
school, and I drew a comparison between
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the staff at that centre and the staff at
Muresh. I am unable to quote the compara-
tive figures from memory, but I will be sub-
stantially correct if I say that at the Narro-
gin School of Agriculture the staff is some-
thing like four for 78 students, whereas at
Mfuresk the staff is something like eight for
only 36 students. If I am wrong in sub-
stance, I should be glad if the Minister will
correct me, hut if I am right-and I feel
sure that I mn-I should expect the Minis-
ter to intimate that the Narrogin School
will shortly have its staff improved in num-
bers, or else he will need to justify-he can
do no loss-the relatively large staff at Mur-
esk. I am not saying that the Mureek
staff is too large, I am only saying that the
Narrogin staff, on the comparison I have
made, is obviously far too small. Anyhow,
1 would like the Minister to give close at-
tention to this matter and see that justice
is done to the Narrogin school.

There is another matter in which I am
interceted for the moment and that is the
disposition of the school inspectional staff.
In all, we have one Director, one Chief In-
specter, three senior inspectors and about 12
inspectors. The method adopted by the
Director is to have all the more experienced
inspectors in the metropolitan area and all
the lesser experienced ones in the coun-
try areas. I do not know whether the Min-
ister feels like contesting that point, but I
should like to hear from him on the mat-
ter. I complained of this to a previous
Director. I said that the senior inspectors
should be distributed throughout the State
for the obvious reason that the children
in the country would then get the advantage
of the more effective oversight that senior
inspectors would be expected to give. I
pressed that point with the Director for
something like half an hour, and he replie4
stressing the need on his pirt for allowing
senior inspectors to come to the metropoli-
tan area and to live here as some reward
for having lived in the country for so long.
I took the Director's remarks as meaning
that it was somewhat of a punishment for
an inspector to live in the country areas.
That was one reason-and there are plenty
of others-why I did not see eye to eye
with him in the statement he made to me.
T consider that the children come first and
that the material welfare of the inspectors

comes later. Anyhow he declined to alter
his opinion and would not in any way
change the disposition of the inspectors. I
submit that as another little problem to
which the Minister might give consideration
in the future.

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [8.47]: 1
differ from the member for Williams-Nar-
roomn When he commenced to speak I
thought he was going to applaud the Minis-
ter a little more, but his note was a pessi-
mistic one.

Mr. Doney: You could not have listened
very carefully.

Mr. TRIAT: I did, and I think the hon.
member must wear a belt as well as braces be-
cause he is so pessimistic. The Minister, when
introducing the Estimates last night, gave us
something of substance and to me it was of
importance. He said that the expenditure
was going to increase and that there would
be improved methods of education, and con-
sideration given to regional schools and hos-
tels for the children of country districts.
He wvent on to say that the extra expense,
beyond the ordinary cost of living at home,
would be met by the department. If that
is not an improvement, I fail to know what
is. I congratulate the Minister on producing
the brightest spot in the Estimates this se,-
sion! I hope he will be able to carry out his
intentions. Unfortunately for my electors
those intentions cannot be put into operation
in my district. With the exception of two
schools that are four miles apart, all the
schools in my electorate are 50 to 60 miles
apart. It will, therefore, be impossible to
utilise many of the suggestions that will
operate in areas like York and Narrogin.

The people of the goldfields, apart from
those of the Kalgoorlie district which is a
fine centre of education, suffer great
disabilities. In many cases the schools are
small and, I presume, are the ones included
in the 66.2 per cent. where the cost of educa-
tion per child is £26 18s. 6 0. There arc
types of schools in my electorate that would
bec included in the 37 per cent. where the
cost is £21 11s. 6d. per child. I expect the
Education Department to stand up to the
problem of good class teachers. Today we
have in all the important schools, without ex-
ception, very high grade teachers. Th',
moment the grade is raised the teacher is
taken from the back country school and
brought to a higher grade school in the met-
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ropolitan, area. That means that a lower
grade teacher is sent to these schools, and
that teacher is net as efficient as the other.
I hope that when these teachers are suitable
and their grade is increased they will be paid
the extra money and kept .where they are
so as to give those children the benefit of
the higher grade teachers.

I presume that visual education will not
be put into operation in most of our back
country schools. That is another matter for
the more congested areas. Possibly places
like Mit. Magnet, Gwalia. and Leonora will
be able to utilize visual education as there is
electricity at those towns and projectors
could be used. I hope that will be done.

The education of natives and half-castes
is a big factor in my district and in other,
goldfields areas. I agree with the Minister
that the segregation of these children is not
possible. It could not be done at Mt. Magnet
because the population is not large enough.
The half-castes should be taught so that they
get a better idea of hygiene. The ideas on
hygiene that a person has depend on how
that person is brought up in the first eight
or nine years of his life. If a child is
taught to be clean he will continue to be
clean, whether he is black, white or brindle.
Where children aire brought up in a dirty
state they remain dirty.

I was surprised to hear the Minister say
last night that natives and half-castes are
not able to assimilate a reasonable amount of
education. I told members some time ago of
an experience I had at Mt. Margaret mission
where the teacher gave a demonstration.
The Federal member for Kalgoorlie--the
Minister for the Interior now-and I were
present on that occasion. Three little child-
ren, not more than ten years of age, gave a
demonstration of their capabilities in connec-
tion with mental arithmetic. I have never
seen such a thing before. The demonstra-
tion was carried out with a eliding black-
board, about the size of an ordinary door,
on a pulley which raised and lowered it.
The board had three sets of the figures one
to nine arranged higgledy-piggledy. Each
child was given a wand and each wand was
of a different colour, one being red, one
white and one blue. The red was the multi-
plier, the white indicated shillings and the
blue pence. The children turned their backs
and the board was moved, and as they turned
they struck the board with their wands and

instantaneously gave the answer to the prob-
lem presented.

I would not have believed what took place
had I not seen it. They did this not once
but a dozen times. No white children could
exceed them in speed. I asked the teacher
if they could assimilate higher education,
and he said, "There is no limit to what a
black man can do. At Kalgoorlie I will in-
troduce you to a full-blooded Queensland
aboriginal who went to England and took his
B.A. degree. He is now one of our mission-
aries teaching in the islands." That shows
what the black man can do, and if the black
man can do it, the half-caste can.

The Minister for Justice: He can do it
if he is given the opportunity.

Mr. TRIM;: Yes. Together with many
white children on the goldflclds he does not
get the opportunity. There are not suff-
cient people to warrant putting in more
schools on the goldfields. I am speaking of
schools 60 miles apart. In between those
schools there are station properties with,
perhaps, two or three children. Those chil-
dren cannot attend a school and the mother
has to educate them by means of corre-
spondence classes. That is very difficult for
her to do together with her house work,
cooking, etc. I am of the opinion that the
hostel system will relieve these people. The
hostel will be of no consequence to the
younger children. It is not meant for
them, but for those who are in the fifth to
seventh standards. We would not send chl-
dren of kindergarten age to a hostel.

Mr. Watts: The hostel system might mean
that some of the present schools will be
closed.

Mr. TRIAT: That is so, but children in
the first and second classes would not go
to a hostel. Those children would be much
better taught at the schools in the back
country. I hope the Minister will see his
way clear to giving consideration to the pro-
positions he has outlined. If when the time
is available he will take the opportunity
to make a trip to my electorate and through
that of the Minister for Mines, he will real-
ise the difficulties experienced by the people
living there in the educating of their chl-
dren. The wages received by those people
do not warrant their sending the children
to a school other than the local one. When
those children complete their education at
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the local school they cannot, without tak-
ing on a special course, go beyond the or-
dinary standards. They cannot get into the
junior class because there is no opportunity
to do so unless the teacher is prepared to
teach theme in his spare time. Therefore
children of the back country cannot get into
the State Civil Service.

I commend the Minister on bringing be-
fore the Committee the new educational pro-
posals, and on the fact that he is prepared
to spend some money on education. I as-
sume that be is prepared to put up a bet-
ter class of building. I do not think there
is any district in the State that is more
badly situated than mine in this regard. I
have approached the department with scant
results. I presume that is on account of
the scarcity of materials and men. I trust'
that the coming years will give the depart-
ment some opportunity to provide the naeces-
sary facilities such as shelter sheds and
drinking facilities. We have hot weather
on the goldfields and unless many good
water tanks are supplied the children will
have to drink hot water, which is totally
wrong. MrI. Wilson, the goldields engineer,
told me that he had invented a system of
cooling the water in the sun by means of
a dual tank. He claims that the water be-
comes cool enough to be palatable. he has
submitted the plans to the Education De-
partment and the Public Works Depart-
mnent. The Government should give con-
sideration to installing this system at the
goldfields scho~ols,

The Minister for Education: We have
adopted that scheme and intend to do what
you suggest.

Mr. TRIAL _ I am glad to hear that. I
subscribe to the Estimates as pronounced by
the Minister. I trust that the coming year
will see as much improvement as last year.
If the Minister achieves that be will again
get my support.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [8.58] : I cown-
mend the Minister for Education on the very
interesting speech he made when introducing
the Education Estimates. He certainly gave
me a new conception as to the improvements
of education in this State because of the
many reforms indicated by him, which he
recommended should be put into operation.
He mentioned the new schools. I assume that

the idea of having new schools -is to be ix
readiness for the increased number of papili
that will result from the raising of thi
school leaving age. I also assume that in ad
dition to constructing new schools it will hi
necessary, when the school leaving age ii
raised, to increase the accommodation at thi
existing schools. The Minister also pointec
to the necessity for improving the quality o.
school teachers. Apart from that aspect,
think it will be necessary to increase tW
number of school teachers because once th4
school leaving age is reached and we have az
increased number of pupils in our schools
the numerical strength of the pre-war staf
of teachers will be inadequate.

It has to be realised that during the wai
years the teaching staff was considerably de
.pleted because of enlistments for war ser
vice. With the return to peacetime eon
ditions; many more teachers. will be require(
to cope with the needs of the greater num
ber of students at the schools. The stsndar
of the teacher is an all-important factor. 1:
wre are to get the standard of teacher tha
the Minister stressed, it might be as well Li
consider extending the training period nov
available. A little time ago, the period wa
reduced to one year hut later was extende
to two years. In my opinion, in order to
bring to the education of our young the ad
vantage of properly qualified teachers, th
Minister might consider, among prospectiv
reforms, the increasing of the traininl
period to at least three years.

Hon. 3. C. Willeock:- What shout a re
fresher course of six months for men wbe3
th ey retu rn from service?

Mr. NEEDHAM: That would be ver'
useful indeed, hut I do not think a traininj
period of three years for ordinary teacher
will he too little in order to have a properl,
qualified staff. It is ricognised elsewhere ii
the Commonwealth and I believe, in th.
U.S.A. and Great Britain, that the period o
training should be not less than three years
Another reform suggested by the Ministe
was the consolidation of schools and he in
dicated the advantages that would accrue t
children were that system inaugurated
Among those advantages the Minister men
tioned the benefit to be derived by associa
Lion with other children and those visual aid
to education that could not be provided ii
other circumstances, which was emphasisci
by the member for Mt. Magnet. If the dis
Lance that- the children have to travel to
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consolidated school-I believe the maximum
distance suggested is 30 miles-then I think
the establishment of these institutions will be
a step in the right direction.

The Minister was, questioned last evening
about the possibility of Government assis-
tance being forthcoming for the purpose of
defraying the cost of meals at hostels that
would be provided in connection with the
consolidated schools. I hope parents will re-
ceive some assistance in that respect and
that they will not have to bear the cost of
the transport of their children to the schools.
The Minister also indicated the intention of
the Government to eater for the education of
physically defective children and to help
with the teaching of those unfortunates
known as rubella ehildren. I am glad to
hear him say that it was possible to educate
those young people with various aids. I
am sure that is better than establishing
special schools for them. While the Mlinister
was apeaking I interjected with a remark
about the need to combat the cause of the
ailments from which these children suffer,
including the loss of hearing. The Minister
rightly replied that that wats a matter for
the Minister for Health. I hope that later
on we shall hear what that Minister's de-
partment is doing to cope with German
measles so as to prevent, as far as possible,
any addition to the number of rubella
children.

Another matter that I hoped the Minister
would have referred to in presenting his
Estimates concerns the pre-school child and
kindergartens. I wish the Minister had in-
dicated the intention of the Government to
accept full responsibility in that respect. I
think the preparing of the child for attend-
ance at school should he the responsibility
of the government. Perhaps that matter
is under consideration and when the Min-
ister for Education next presents his Esti-
mates* ho may be able to inform the country
what the Government intends to do. All the
suggested reforms are so far, so good, but
all- will require the expenditure of money.
I ,have been wondering whether the increased
Education Vote for this year-the in-
crease in the Vote amounts to £26,406-
will be -sufficient to meet the cost
of -the reforms -indicated. We must all ap-
preciate that other reforms are also required
before our educational system can be placed
on* a proper basis. I am afraid that educa-
tion-has been looked upon as the-Cinderella

of our social services, whereas to my mind
it is most important as applying to our
young people.

I realise that the Vote this year brings the
allocation for educational purposes to the
vicinity of £1,000,000. That is not too
much to spend on the education of our
children. In fact, it is far from being
enough. I realise the difficulties of the Stats
Treasurer in meeting the demands associated
with a proper scheme of educational facili-
tics. The task was difficult enough when the
State had full control over taxation; it is
much more difficult now with the uniform
taxation system in vogue and the State
having to take just what the Commonwealth
Treasurer feels inclined to provide. It may
be that uniform taxation will continue in
peacetime. We do not know for how long
it will continue, but even if the State re-
gained control of its own taxation as
formerly we would still require assistance
from the Commonwealth Government in con-
nection with our educational system. I un-
derstand that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is to devote £10,000,000 for educational
purposes.

Ron. J. C. Willeock: The Commonwealth
did not agree to that.

Mr. NEEDHAM: 1 thought the money
was to be prodided.

Mr. Watts: It was suggested that the Com-
monwealth should unddrtake the task.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Yes, but the Com-
monwealth Government would not agree.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I hope that we will
again ask the Commonwealth Government to
do so. The State Government should persist
with its appeal for financial assistance for
educational purposes.

Mr. North: In conjunction with other
States

Mr. NEEDHAM: Yes. I realise that the
States, particularly the smaller States of
Tasmania, South Australia and Western Aus-
tralia, are handicapped not only regarding
education but other matters as well. Those
States require financial assistance for many
reasons, one of the principal of which is that
if they are to have the proper type
of teacher they must be prepared to
pay him an adequate salary. The salaries
paid in this State at present are not
commensurate with the responsibilities borne
by teachers. Our first duty as parents is to,
develop the minds and ideas of 'our children-
and set them a prope'r example in our homes,
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so that as they grow to manhood and woman-
hood -they will develop into good citizens.
There is a period in the life of a child, how-
ever, when it leaves the parent and is placed
under the charge of a teacher in the school.
The teacher then immediately assumes the
responsibility that formerly was that of tho
parents. As we appreciate the responsibility
of the teacher in that respect, we will equally
appreciate the need for an adequate salary
being paid to him.

The Minister for Education: Salaries arc
fixed by the Classification Board, and a re-
classification is due next year.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Possibly the board did
the best it could in the circumstances, but
that does not suggest there is no room for
improvement in the salaries of the teachers.
There are reforms required which I am sure
the present Minister for Education knows of,
as he was in the Education Department him-
self. I feel certain he is sympathetic towards
many of the reforms, but he must have the
money before he can effect them. The ques-
tion is, where is the money to come from?
Air. Chairman, it would be almost a banality
or a platitude to say, "If we could get money
for war, we can get money for peace." Dur-
ing the years of tremendous struggle from
which we have just emerged, this country
was spending colossal sums in the destruc-
tion of human life for the preservation of
the liberty of the people of this country.
If that could be done to preserve our liber-
ties, surely money can be found to educate
our children in order properly to equip them
for the battle of life. I hope the Minister
for Education and his Government will have
no hesitation at all in making further repre-
sentations to the Commonwealth Parliament
as to the necessity for Commonwealth finan-
cl asistance for education.

[Mr. Fox took the Chair.]

RON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [0.17J:
1 join with the member for York in assur-
ing the Minister that we all appreciate the
vision, the energy and the enthusiasm with
which he has addressed himself to the duties
of his office; but all the vision, all the energy
and all the enthusiasm imaginable can pro-
duce little, if any, effect unless money is
available to produce that effect. I confess
that I am somewhat in a fog as to the finan-
cial position so far as the Education De-
partnment is concerned. For instance, the

Minister assured the Committee that last
year he exceeded the Vote by a very con-
siderable sum. Is that so?

The Minister for Education: No, the year
before.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I heard it repeated
here.

The Minister for Education: I am not
responsible for what the member for
Williams-Narrogin said.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not suggest that
but, as it was uncontradicted when I heard
it, and as I did not hear the original state-
ment, I took it for granted that what the
member for Williains-Narrogin said was cor-
rect.

The Minister for Education: What I actu-
ally said was that last year our expenditure
was £358 less than the Vote, but that the
Vote last year was a very big excess on the
expenditure for the previous year.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If that is correct, then
last year the Vote was not entirely spent;
a small amount remained unexpended. As
for the present year, as I shall point out
at a later stage, the proposed increase is
almost negligible; in fact, of the proposed
increase, the only item which shows a large
measure of increase is that for the staff of
the Teachers' College. There is an increase
there of 44 per cent.; but with the exception
of that one item, the increases-where there
are increases--are of a very small character.

The Minister for Education: But surely
you agree that that is the place to increase
the expenditure first-in the preparation of
the teacher.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yes, I am quite pre-
pared to concede that that might well be
justified-and I want this to be appreciated
by the Committee--that although it is abso-
lutely necessary and proper to extend the
period of training and thereby to produce
a more highly skilled teacher, nevertheless
it is possible to go too far in what one
might describe as the output of the college.
For instance, there is no greater mistake
than the idea that in 1930 the Teachers'
College was closed solely because of the de-
pression. On the contrary, had there been
no depression, it would have been closed.

I was then Minister for Education; and
the first thing I learnt-and this is now
within the knowledge of the present Minister
for Education-was that nearly six years be-
fore, in 1025, the then head of the
Teachers' College had warned the Govern-
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meat that his institution was turning out
more teachers than the system could ab-
sorb, and that there wvas necessity for clos-
ing it down to some extent. But no notice
was taken of that warning, and so one of
my first experiences as Minister was to be
interviewed by fathers of children who had
gone through the Teachers' College in 1927
and who had still not been appointed to
any school. So, had there never been a de-
pression and had no occasion arisen to cut
down expenditure in every possible way,
nevertheless the only proper course would
have been to close the college for some
period of time, or very seriously to curtail
its operations in order to allow that excess
number to he absorbed in the system. Al-
though I do not have any reason to suppose
that that may happen again, I would seri-
ousely warn the department against allowing
such a happening to occur once more.

It is desirable to correct what is so fre-
quently called in our party exchange of
criticism the statement that it was an act
of vandalism to close down the Teachers'
College in 1930. The member for York and
many other members who have spoken and
who have anticipated me in catching the
Chairman's eye, have deprived me of mat-
ter to which I would have liked to call the
Minister 's attention; but I am Lure he has
listened to them with great attention and
I do Dot want to weary either him or the
Committee by repeating it. There are, how-
ever, a few matters in respect of which I
would desire the Minister to give me a
hearing. If there is one subject upon which
I feel myself thoroughly at one with the
Minister, it is that there should be some
very strong effort made to secure equality
of opportunity. It is absurd to say that it
can be achieved; it can be achieved in some
degree, perhaps a large degree, hut not
completely because of the very grave dis-
advantages that are imposed on certain
citizens. by their distance from the metro-
polis and from the higher grade schools.
For instance, take the University!

I have always contended that the Univer-
sity has a false name when it is called the
University of Western Australia. It is no
such thing; it is purely and simply the
University of Perth. The first Senate, of
whieh I was a member, almost kicked me
out of the Senate room for being an ex-
ponent of that view. But it is a fact. It
is a fact perhaps unavoidable. Even sup-

posing that we give, as we do give to a
very large extent, free education at the
University, it can only be availed of by
those who live in Perth and whose parents
can send them to the University. If
they come from the country, unless they
are fortunate enough to secure bursaries,
it is an impossible proposition for them.
So it is the University of Perth and not
the University of Western Australia. It
can never be the University of Western
Australia until the system is made suffi-
ciently elastic and sufficiently wide to give
an opportunity to every child in the coun-
try, who shows herself or himself worthy
of it, the means to attend the University.

Now, if I look at the University exhibi-
tions which are provided for in this Vote,
I find that they are absolutely miserable.
So far from showing any increase they
show a 25 per cent. decrease, and that is
not a matter for any congratulation. The
secondary schools scholarships are main-
tained at approximately the same figure,
but only approximately. In the first case,
for direct exhibitions for the purpose of
attending the University, a miserable sum
of £600 is provided; in the second case,
for the secondary schools' scholarships the
amount is a few pounds less than was pro-
vided for in last year's Estimates, Of
course, everything comes back to the money
question, and the Minister no doubt would
say that what hie has to do is to select
from among a number of desirable things
that have to be accomplished, what was
the most necessary. I agree that that is so.

I agree that, unfortunately, the money
question settles it. It is not as simple as
the member for Perth seemed to think be-
cause, for the purpose of saving our
national existence, we practically burnt our
house down. It is no use shutting our eyes
to the fact that the whole British Empire
is a bankrupt concern today. Great Bri-
tain, we all know, is bankrupt; and we are
bankrupt too. We had no choice but to be
bankrupt, just as, for instance, Mr. Chair-
man, if a fire is approaching a homestead
and there is a valuable crop in the way,
the crop is burnt in order to make a last
desperate effort to save the homestead.
That is exactly what wve have done as a
nation-not merely Australia, hut every
part of the British Empire.

Mr. Smith: Do you think we will get a
discharge in bankruptcy I
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Hon. IN. KEENAN: I do not know. If
the hion. member were the person deter-
mining the matter I would have distinct
hopes. In the absence of that position I
decline to make any answer. Allow me to
ask the Committee to realise that the Min-
ister, and every Minister 'who succeeds
him in office, have to recognise the
unfortunate position of what I might
describe as financial control. If we
cannot get the money it is no use
laying plans to do things; and if
he can get bat a limited grant of
money he has to spend it, as I just said, for
the most urgent and most desirable objects.
I remember Mr. Clubb, a former Director
of Education, being very angry at the time
I spoke of, the depression, when that rule
was applied. I wrote it in big letters and
said, "Let us realise that we have only a
small sum to spend and let us pick out from
many -worthy objects only those which are
the most necessary." Although that rule is
by no means so rigid to-day, nevertheless to
a large extent it still continues; and the
Minister has a perfect right to say that he
has to avail himself of that rule and not
carry on as he might well wish to carry on,
I have no doubt, many other desirable re-
forms.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you suggest increasing
the deficit to make further provision for
education?

Hon. N KEENAN: By increasing the
deficit we are doing something. We arc in*
creasing it today- It is a compliment to
oneself to imagine that one is paying one's
way. There are a few other matters I wish
to comment on. One is the actual increase
in the Vote. The member for Williams-Nar-
rogin commented on the fact that year in,
year out, these Estimates are pretty much
the same. This year the actual icrease is
just under 2 / per cent., and the same an-
swer could be made to that which could he
made to other comments; and that is that
there is no possibility for the moment of
going any further. I welcome the 'state>-
ment by the Minister that rubella children
aire to be dealt with in so satisfactory a
manner. The first organisation I know of
to deal with this very serious problem was
formed in Nedlands. I think the Minister
attended the opening ceremony.

Undoubtedly a number of very public-
spirited people have thrown their heart and

soul into the project, and it will be a gri
consolation to them to be aware tI
through a system of increased hearing cal
city these children may be ed-cated in I
ordinary manner with other children in I
schools. That will not only relieve th
from the large expenditure that must
incurred -when these children are separat.
tr-eated but will also increase the opp.
tunity of the children to learn their w(
and appreciate their future duties of a
zenship. I agree with the Minister in c(
gratulatinge the parents and citizens' orga
Sations on the work they have done. a1
Minister mentioned some particular ha
of parents and citizens which spent 9!
or £600, but if I may once more indu
in parochial bragging, I would point(
that the parents and citizens of Nedlai
have spent over £C1,000-I think the figi
is in the vicinity of £1,200.

The Minister for Education: I was
referring to the total expenditure, hut
a single amount.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Even the gates
the school dlid not belonw to the Governm.
hut to the parents and citizens, who presen
them to the Government.

Mr. J. H~egney: That is the commun
spirit we are trying to develop.

Hon. N. KEE NAN: That is the sp.
that exists in the particular part of
metropolitan area with which I am as
ciated.

Mr. J1. Hfegney: It is not the only p
mn which it exists either.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I also want to si
port the remarks of the member for Pe
on kindergartens. Again, in my elect
ate we are struggling to establish kind
gartens. Nowadays, owing to heavy ta
tion and to appeals for patriotic purpo.,
money is very scarce; hut we have raL
between £800 and £900.

Mr. J. liege y: We have a free kind
garten at Bayswater-the poor mnan's toi

lion. N. KEENAN:- This will be a f
kindergarten when it is huilt. But th
again the cost is colossal. The estim
originally was that the buildings and growi
would he made ready for this first school
he started for £1,200. But that amount 1
increased to £1,600 for the same build:
and accommodation and that meas an.
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litional tax on those people, who neverthe-
858 wilt, I am certain, carry their project
brough successfully.'
I now have to say something very dis-

Lgreeahle; because if there is one member
vholly averse to surrendering powers to the
,ommonwealth, I suppose I am that mew-
ter. But it appears to me that the draw-
lacks evident in our primary education
*ystem can be classed under three main
icads. In the first place, with the exception
if some schools, the buildings are not suit-
ible. there are some schools that can un-
loubtedly be classed as being in every sense
if the word perfect for their work-hut only
Lfew. The grat majority are not suitable;

wcither it the equipment. In fact, the other
lay there appeared in the newspaper a re-
Jort of some country school where the desks
!onaisted of some rough-hewn tops of cases.
rhe Minster saw that report, I have no
loubt.

The MIinister for Education: It was un-
Fair, and did not set out the true position.
.Sufficient money has been made available to
renew out-moded desks in all schools, hut
we have not been able to get the desks made.

Ron. N. KEENAN: At any rate the con-
ditions, -when one learned of them, made
one feel ashamned. The third drawback is
lack of staff. No doubt, if the Minister had
a free band, the staff would be more than
doubled. Today classes are far too large.
As an es-teacher, the Minister knows that
one cannot expect a teacher to give attention
to the huge classes he is called upon to
attend to.

The Minister for Education: There again
we cannot move, because the size of the classes
is determined by the number of teachers
available, and we have not sufficient teachers.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister
can say all that when he is replying.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am very glad to
hear what the Minister has said, although it
is not borne out by the Estimates. I would
again remind members that the Estimates
contemplate an increase of only 21/2 per cent.
Ta fact, the position is that -we have no pros-
pect of findling sufficient money to spend on
education from our straitened resources, and
-we have to realise that. I said at the begin-
ning that it is to me, possibly more than to
anyone in this Chamber, a matter of repug-
nance to consider surrendering any powers
to the Commmonwealth. But I recognise
that in this matter we cannot give that edu-

cation we all desire to give, with the re-
sources at our command. That position isn~ot
one that we can hope will end tomorrow but
is a state of existence that on the whole will
deteriorate in the future; because no one of
us anticipates that we are going to have in-
creased revenue from the State's resources
in the future over what we have enjoyed in
the past.

That is an unfortunate position to which
we must not shut our eyes. We must recognise
it and be prepared to hand over to the Com-
monwealth, by reference under Section 51 of
the Constitution Act, the control of primary
and secondary education in this State. I be-
lieve wve can maintain our university educa-
tion, because fortunately it was endowed by
very considerable sums by a gentleman who
is now dead. Possibly, too, we may receive
-and I hope we will-sums of money from
other people that can be used for buildings
and for the provision of professors, lec-
turers and other staff appointments. But
there is no hope of our being able to meet
the hill for carrying on primary education
at the standard at which it should be carried
on or secondary education, either. It is
therefore only proper that we should recog-
nise that fact and take steps which are neces-
sary and possible to promote the surrender
by the State to the Commonwealth of all
responsibility for education.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [9.39]: 1
promised the Minister the other night, when
we were dealing with another item on the
Estimates, that I would have a word or two
to say to him in regard to his reply to a
question I raised concerning the desirability
of having separate schools for native child-
ren. I propose to discuss that matter to-
night, not only in order to put certain views
before the Minister, but in order that rain-
bcrs of the Committee may be acquainted
with the contents of certain papers that the
Minister laid on the Table of the House.
In the course of his speech last evening the
Minister cited a report from an unnamed
inspector, concerning the excellent progress
being made at the Moore River Native Settle-
ment School, recently taken over by the
Education Department and apparently
staffed-as I gathered from the Minister's
observations-by persons who have some
special qualifications in dealing with native
children. That report indicated that those
children ame making good progress under
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the instructors that they have, to the great
satisfaction of the inspector, considering the
short time they have been under that manage-
ment.

Let it be remembered, by those who lis-
tened with satisfaction to the Minister, that
this particular school is a native school in
which, if I understand the position aright-
as Z believe I do-there are no white child-
ren at aDl, so the instance cited by the Minis-
ter did not go any distance to substantiate
the policy of the Government, as expressed
by the Minister, that there is going to be no
consideration given to separate schools for
native children even in areas or towns where
they are present in substantial numbers,
sufficient to warrant the establishment of a
Government school in the ordinary way.

Among the papers tabled by the Minister,
at the same time as he answered that ques-
tion, wvas a report from a teacher who was
formerly at Woogenellup in my district, a
report from the head teacher of the school
at Mullewa where about 40 per cent. of the
children on the roll are native children, and
a report from a teacher who was formerly
at Mullewa and who is now in some other
portion of the State, made on the 3rd May,
1944, which indicates that there arc the
strongest possible reasons for giving much
further consideration to the question of
separate teaching for native children, not
only in the interests of the -white popula-
tion, but more particularly in the interests
of the native children themselves. The first
report to which I wish to refer was from
Miss Lutz who, on the 22nd May, 1944, in
the course of a report furnished to the Edu-
cation Department, sayu-

Caste children are often withdrawn and shy
to the extent of appearing obstinate. They
are by nature happy with a "take no thought
for the future" outlook. The future has little
to offer the caste child so he does not think
unduly about it. Typical of the caste child
is his envy of the white child, an envy often
aggravated by daily contact with the white
child's superiority. His envy intensifies with
age, turning into resenAtment as the caste child
grows to maturity.

That is one paragraph that I wished par-
ticularly to bring before the notice of the
Committee. The report from Mr. Nadebaum
who, I understand, is now head teacher at
Mullewa school-which is a document care-
fully drafted and containing tables giving
considerable particulars of native and caste
children at his school-goes on to cover a
lot of round that I do not propose to

traverse. He gives all the reasons that i
fluence himn in coming to the eonelusio
Which I will read shortly. He gives the actu
experience in that school regarding a lari
number of children under his care. I
discusses their progress, whether normal
otherwise, and their attainments in vai
ous branches of learning such as anit
inetic, reading, spelling and the lib
their efforts in drawing, social atudi
and literature. He gives them ft
marks, as will be found from a perusal
his report, in any instance where they shc
any superiority, marked or otherwise, ov
the white children. Hie does not attem
in any portion of his report to take the pa
of the white childrea or to he in the lea
inimical to the native children, or to taket
an attitude that is sometimes taken up a
reasonably--and sometimes reasonably-
objecting to the presence of native childri
in the schools. In my view he attempts to gi
a balanced judgment of the situation asI
sees it, and to make a contribution to tV
discussion on this question, which I belie-
should be of great value to the Governme
in considering this matter. After covejii
all this ground in detail he concludes wi
some general remarks, that are as follows:-

From the aforesaid it may be evident th
native children and castes cannot hopa
enjoy an education suited to their needs ai
adaptabilities if they continue to be school
under the existing conditions side by aide wi
white children. I would advacate unreserved
special schools for native children and castE
If not special schools, then special elassi
but special schools are infinitely preferab'
Factors in favour of special schools are-

(1) The native child is one who rose
quickly to provocation, and the caste chi
reacts still more quickly. Teasing and t'.
term "niggers" arc common enough in ai
school where coloured children attend. T'
coloured child, frequently strong and wir
is quick to react. How does he react! I
picks up a stone. He seldom comes to dlo
quarters. If forced to there he does n
punch, but rather kicks or bites. School rub
fear of punishment, etc., are null and ye
when anger causes these instinctive tende
cies to be employed.

(2) The native child needs a much mo
thorough and practical education in tV
matter of personal cleanliness and hygiei
than does the white. The white child h;
much taught him in the home; the caste chi
very little. In a school where caste childrE
attend, daily inspections of substauti
thoroughness are necessary, and faciliti
must exist for bathing, head-combing tres
mneat. These facilities do nut exist in oi
schools at present.
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(3) The native child requires a longer
'eriod of association with his teacher than
ocs the white. It takes months to under-
tend coloured children well enough to under-
ake successful teaching. I have noticed that
'regress in the second year, under a specific
eacher, is almost invariably better. Special
chools could well be organised, therefore,
o that children would spend more than one
'ear under the same teacher. It would seem
oo that boys end girls in or about class 4
hould be segregated, though not because I
iave noticed loose morals in caste children
.ttending schools.

(4) The native child requires a special
urriculum and special teaching by special
esehers trained for the job.

(5) Parents of white children frequently
ibject to their children's association withi
katives and castes for many good reasons, if
or some reasons unwarranted.

(6) The native or caste child is made to
'uffer some degredation even in the best of
our schools. The most expert handling can-
tot stop the children from jeering and scorn-

)f the factors against special. schools, he
mes; two-

ti) some natives and castes are under the
'White Act'' and may resent the segregation

of their children in special schools.

?f they are under the Native Administration
let and are classed as white children, I take
t they would not be in a school for natives'

presume there may be some misunderstand-
ag of the law in that paragraph. The only
)ther factor against is this-

(2) Special schools may not be completely,
nzecessful unless natives and castes are segre-
ated in communal settlements.

That is no doubt responsible for the ap-
parent complete success of the Moore River
Native School. It way he possible that such
places as Carrolup and elsewhere, if settle-
'tents were constituted, would be equally
satisfactory. I do not think, however, it
thould operate to prevent the establishment

Dfa separate native school where there are
sufficient natives to warrant it. As the num-
ber which is commonly taken under regula-
tion as being required for the establishment
of a Government school is 14, 1 suggest that
that figure be taken. I know that a lower
number can be used when a Government
building is not required to be erected.

The Minister for Education: Is not the
weight of opinion on the file contrary to
the opinion expressed by that teacher?

Mr. WATTS: I think not. I read
the remarks of Miss Lutz. She does not
express asu opinion one way or the other

as to separate schools, but she endorses the
reasons which Mr. Nadebaum gives as two
reasons for the segregation of the children.

The Minister for Education: That is two
reports out of half-a-dozen.

Mr. WATTS: It is three when I read
the report of Mr. Staples, and the only
three reports of the six or eight that are
here that are worth reading. The remainder
have not tackled the matter in a detailed
manner. A few points have been scribbled
down for consideration, such as the pro-
gress made with arithmetic. From that
point of view, there are only three reports
out of the lot that are of any use- These
three, curiously enough, are almost entirely
agreed as to most of the aspects involved.
This report ends by saying--

I feel, however, -that special schools for
native and caste children would prove of sub-
stantial benefit to the nation, embodying all
its inhabitants, white or black.

The other report I intend to read because
I regard it as one which has endeavoured
to deal with the subject, and it is that of
Mr. A. C. Staples who wrote the report from
Mullewa in Mlay, 1944-1 do not know
where he is now-and comes, only by a
much shorter route, to the same conclusion
as the one I have just rend. After covering
the ground an 'd giving his personal views
and experiences on the attendance and at-
tainments of the various classes of children
he handled, he ends up by saying-

Where possible coloured children should at-
tend their own school, which the whites'
school can never be- They are keen to assume
responsibility for something of their own.
In the junior section of this school, where
there are 36 coloured children to 20 whites,
they assume equal responsibility with whites
for gardens, closet;, library. On the other
hand, in the senior section where eight
coloured children are swamped by 23 whites,
they withdrew entirely. With a group of all
coloured children, practical training in
hygiene could be carried out more effectively
-one would not seem to be continually
singling out coloured children. The teacher
would be able to recognise their colour more
frankly and so be able to give wore effective
social training. Social activities of the
parents could be centred on the school.

I do not in any circumstances wish to in-
jure the prospects of our coloured brethren
in our country. We have them here and
we have to make the best we can of them.
I am convinced we shall not make the best
we can of them and the children of that
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race under the present system. On the
contrary, all I have seen and all the in-
formation I can obtain, limited though it
may he, and the papers I have just mead
through from people who can be con-
sidered, I think, to have more chance of
coming to a conclusion on the matter than
I have, indicate that the present system i .s
not satisfactory. It therefore becomes our
duty-we have a duty and responsibility to
these people-to find some better method.
I believe that the better method is the one
which will bring up these natives and half-
caste children by a system of education
which will be separate and distinct from
their difficulties and needs. If the time
comes when one of them or a number of
them by the education they received can
feel themselves put on an equality, men-
tally, with equivalent people in the white
population, I have no douht they will take
their place with them. If we can by a
separate system of teaching bring some of
them into professions and trades so that
when they attain years when they will be
expected to earn their living they can take
their place with a feeling of mental equal-
ity, no doubt they will be able to carry on
successfully.

So long as the present system is persisted
in, native and half-caste children will suffer
from an inferiority complex which will fol-
low them all through life. Not because I
wish to take up the cudgels on behalf of
those who continually complain about
native children being at school but because
I believe primarily it will be in the best
interests of the natives and half-castes
themselves, I seriously ask the Govern-
ment to reconsider this matter and perhaps
go so far as to conduct an experiment and
see what the result of that will be. Is
there any improvement? By a process of
trial and error we may ultimately reach
the best method of dealing with the pro-
blem. Further, I do not wish to lose sight
of the feelings of some of the white people
where there are instances where the
conditions of native and half-caste
children who attend country schools in
particular are very poor. If we are
not going to take steps to ensure
that cleanliness and decency are in-
culcated in the homes of those coloured
people, then we can hardly expect-if we
are going to persist in the Minister's point
of view as he enunciated it the other day-

[72]

the white population to receive these people,
and so the situation will be that we cannot
leave things as they are now.

If we are not going to accept the system
of separate education, separate provision
for the instruction and betterment of these
children, then are we going to leave the
position just as it is at present with no
effort being made to cure the defects that
obviously exist? We certainly cannot do
that. There has to be an alteration one way
or the other. Either we must have a sere-
gated system of education or we must en-
sure, so far as is humanly possible, that
the children of the native and half-caste
type who attend the white schools are at
least included amongst those of whom Mr.
Nadebaumi said in his report, "Cleanliness,
very good." If we leave them as those
described as; "very dirty" we should have
dissatisfaction and a worse state of inferi-
ority complex. Do not forget that while
the white population takes exception to the
dirty ones, all the native and half-caste
children come in for the criticism. So I
earnestly appeal to the Minister who, I
know, is a thoughtful man-if he were not,
I would hardly have wasted my effort on
him-to give consideration to those aspects
and make some change in the present posi-
tion, whether it be in one direction or the
other.

The Minister for Education: The matter
is under constant observation.

Mr. WATTS: But this position has ex-
isted for so long and protests have beet.
voided for so many years, though I have
refrained from voicing them in this Chamn-
her because I did not wish to associate my-
self with anything that would simply have
the effect of damning the half-caste child,
but there comes a stage where one has te
speak, and so far as I am concerned, that
time is now. I was anxious before I said
anything %o ascertasin what some of the
schoolmasters bad tosay on this very diffi-
cult topic. For to-night, however, I have
dealt sufficiently with the natives.

I should like to say a word or two about
the area school. The hon. gentleman said
thit the question of obtaining suitable sites
for area schools was under consideration.
Theme is a feeling abroad in many parts of
the State that it is just as easy to establish
the type of school commonly known as the
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area school in Western Australia as it is in
Tasmania, from which much publicity in
regard to the matter has come to us. Of
course it is perfectly clear that that is not
so. Tasmania has an area which, by com-
parison with that of Western Australia, is
extremely small. It is a closely-settled island
by comparison with this State. I have no
doubt it is more closely settled than is our
South-West and, in' consequence, the meth-
ods that have been adopted there have been
much easier of execution than similar meth-
ods would be in Western Australia, be-
cause there are parts of this State where
the population at present is of so scattered
a nature, even in the South-West Land Dfivi-
sion, that the proposition could not be
tackled.

Undoubtedly there are districts in the
southern portion of the State where area
schools could be constituted something on
the Tasmanian model and having such a dis-
tinct bias towards the industries that are car-
ried on in the neighbourhood I am certain
they would have very beneficial results. I
can imagine, for example, such a place as
Mt. Barker being a suitable spot. I think
We could establish there that the majority
of the children who would need to attend
such a school would not have to travel more
than 17 or 18 miles to reach it, There we
have a reasonable and growing population
and a district that lends itself to a number
of rural industries. I could also imagine
others at such places as Donnybrook,
Bridgetown and similar centres. One might
even go into some of the more settled areas
of the wheat districts, although perhaps the
distances to be covered there might be some-
what greater, and of course the industries,
for the bias to be affected, would be very
different. But beyond such places as those,
there is limited scope for the type of school
known as the area school, and I think
the Minister ought to make that a little
more clear to the people of the State. I
believe that is his view, hut if it is; not,
he will be able to tell us when he replies to
the debate.

This, however, would not prevent us
from compromising by an extension, as the

inister mentioned last night, of the con-
solidation of schools by the use of transport
services. A great deal has been done in this
direction. A- great many consolidations, utt-

fortunately, have been long delayed in be-
ing put into execution because of the ab-
sence of vehicles and the apparent inability
of anyone to have them 'Provided. The
vehicles that have been used both before the
war on the earlier consolidation scheme and
during the war have been far from satis-
factory. I am indeed surprised that some
of the local authorities acting under the
Traffic Act have been prepared to allow the
vehicles to be used on the road for the con-
veyance of children to school. They are
ill-ventila ted and in many other ways un-
satisfactory. In many instances they re-
semble the vehicle known as the Bl3ack
Maria more than anything else, and I be-
lieve they are likely to become a standing
disgrace unless some system of uniformity
can he developed. The number of jour-
neys made by the young people going to
school hare been on the increase; at least
there has been no shortening of the maxi-
mum distance and of that I do not com-
plain. In a country like this we have to
cope with long distances, even in such mat-
ters as the consolidation of schools, but wve
do want to ensure that a reasonably com-
fortable vehicle, is provided and that there
is a uniformity of type of vehicle.

This may involve a greater expense on the
part of the contractors. It may even involve
a different system altogether of handling the
buses for the transport of children. Let us
assume that it means greater remuneration
for the contractors because of the greater
expense they would have to bear in the
provision of suitable vehicles. 7Ff the job
is worth doing at all, surely it is worth-
while making an effort to do it on a basis
of reasonable comfort and efficiency rather
than allow, without any criticism, the ve-
hicles we see to-day in many places to con-
tinue. Some of them are quite good; I know
of one that has been made from an es-Army
ambulance, and that I suppose is a smaller
type of a Beam motor bus and is giving
every satisfaction. But in the same district,
right alongside that, and conveying children
at the same time and to the same school,
we find a vehicle which I say resembles More
the fl1ack Maria than anything else I know
of. I hope, and I do not suppose I'hope
in vain, that the Minister will take very
early steps to stop the' introduction of addi-
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tional unsatisfactory buses, and as early as
possible bring about greater uniformity.

The consolidation of schools raises a great
many other problems, as the Minister men-
tioned. There is a school, as the Minister
knows, at Tambellup, which is an example.
There are approximately 70 children attend-
ing that school. At three or four outlying
schools there are 60 or 70 more children.
We propose to bring them all into Tam-
bellup. We shall then have 130 or 140 chil-
dren in premises which are fit-I will allow
for the purpose of this discussion that they
are fit--Ac accommodate the original 70.
The Department of Education says, "Yes,
consolidation is desirable, and of course we
will find some temporary accommodation."
Temporary accommodation is found, but
when is the position going to right itselfI
We must first provide materials, labourr and
finance to erect additional accommodation
or new premises for the extra children. That
is a problem which is Dot going to be solved
for a considerable time. Therefore, the pros-
pects of increasing the school-leaving age
to 15 years, commencing the erection of
area schools, of high schools and technical
schools, all of which are distinctly required
in country districts-ignoring the money
aspect altogether-are not very bright in
the immediate future. Indeed, I should say
that it would be difficult to cope with the
major part of it for some period to come.

That brings me to the last comment 1
wish to make on tihe Education Vote. Are
any steps being taken, are any' representa-
tions ibeing made, to the Commonwealth
with regard to the release of the neces-
sary persons to enable this work to be put
in hand as tliuickly as possible, and to en-
able the manufacture of materials to be
stepped up? As I understand the situation,
it is exceedingly difficult to secure the re-
lease of skilled men from the Forces.
L~abourers cannot be put to work unless plan-
ners and supervisors are available, and, as I
understand the position, the latter are not be-
ing made available. Consequently, the ope-
rations of the Public Works Depart-
ment, as well as of other Government de-
partments-especially the Education De-
partnient-are being held up. So far
from there being any noticeable or immediate
increase in the supply of materials to cope
with this problem, we find the Government

compelled to bring forward a Bill for the
restriction and control of supplies of build-
ing materials.

For five years we have suffered the handi-
caps on education imposed by the war, han-
dicaps of one kind and another. In the
meantime we have had the public conscience
aroused to such an extent that we must move
faster than we did before the war. Not only
have we to catch up arrears due to the war
restrictions, but we also have to deal with the
impetus that is expected-and rightly ex-
pected-to educational improvement in this
State. Unless we can liven up the supply of
materials and skilled tradesmen, in addition
to overcoming the monetary question, it
seeing to me that no matter how much pro-
gress the Minister may in his mind wish to
make, he will not be able to make it.

The Premier: I had an interview with
General Savige on some matters relevant to
that subject today.

Mr. WATTS: That is very interesting in-
formation. I notice the Minister has been
complimented on more than one occasion to-
night on a new conception of the educational
problem in Western Australia. I hardly feel
inclined to put it that way. To do so would
he to damn with something worse that faint
praise his predecessors. My view of the mat-
ter is that the Minister has been in a better
position, by reason of his past experience
in the Education flepartment and the per-
sonal interest that he has in educational mat-
ters, to assess at its proper level the rousing
of the public conscience to which I referred.
Had his predecessors had the same oppor-
tunities in their earlier days as the Minister
had and the same public pressure, the new
conception which has been referred to may
have taken place long before; but in any
event I do wish to offer my thanks to the
Minister for the informative address he gave
the Committee last evening.

[Mr. Rodoreda resumed the Chair.]
MR. CROSS (Canning) [10.17]: In the

brief remarks I wish to make, I desire to
express to the Minister my deepest sympathy
with him in what I consider is the gigantic
task confronting him. I am puzzled to know
where money is coming from for the
materials to carry out work which it is im-
perative should be done in this State. There
is an accumulation of five years' belated re-
pairs. New schools are wanted almost
throughout the State, and, because the Gov-
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erment has increased the school leaving age
to 15 years, more teachers and more school
rooms will be required, besides which over-
due long-service leave will create a. big prob-
lem. In drawing up plans, the Minister will
be compelled, I think, to work on priorities.
He will have to decide which is the most
urgent work to be carried out first. I am
particularly aware of this problem, because
of the position in my own electorate.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you want it to be made
a No. 1 priority?

Mr. CROSS: If a fairly close examination
were made of my electorate, it might be a
No. 1 priority.

The Premier: It will have to be judged on
the basis of hardship.

Mr. CROSS: The Minister recently pur-
chased a new school site. There are 65
children who cannot be accommodated at the
Forrest-street school at present.

Mr. Leslie: That is not the only school in
that position.

Air. CROSS: Within the next five months
it is anticipated that another 300 children,
apart from those who will have reached the
leaving age, will want to attend that school.
In addition, some 64 houses are being built
on the polo ground; we can expect at least
two children from each of those houses.
That does not take into account the houses
which are to be built by the War Service
Homes Commission in the eastern portion of
South Perth. I suggest that the Min-
ister might have to make a start onl
that new school soon. When he does
it would be as well to zone it because
those children from the polo ground will
have to go to the Kensington school in
Banksia-terrace and the Forrest-street school
is overcrowded. True, a new schoolroom has
been built at Como, but there are more than
enough children to fill it. I have only men-
tioned one part of my electorate. I think
the Minister could take some notice of a
suggestion I made to one of his predecessors
and which I do not think was carried out.
From quite a number of schools, particularly
in the greater metropolitan area, come re-
quests regarding broken panes of glass, leak-
ing taps, and things of that kind. Under
present conditions, inspections have to be
made and there is much waste of time. I
would like the Minister to employ three
tradesmen to do the job. They could travel
round on a track, with a few tools, and

systematically visit the schools to do minor
repairs without requests having to be made.

Mr. Leslie: Have you not got a school
board?

Mr. CROSS: We have a Parents and Citi-
zeus' Association, but they do not put in
panes of glass and do that sort of thing. As
a matter of. fact, the hon. member has drawn
my attention to another point I had almost
overlooked. The member for Nedlands said
that a lot of work had been done at the
Nedlands school; but in one of the schools
in my electorate in the last few months
£600 has becen spent in gravelling the school-
yard by the Parents and Citizens' Associa-
tion.

Mr. Leslie: That is a mere bagatelle.
Mr. CROSS: It is a large amount of

money for people to raise. That school is
on the side of a hill, and the difficulty for
years past has been that when the winter
rains come they wash out the gravel; and
y'ear after year we have had to get more
loads, for which the department used to
pay. But now the Parents and Citizens'
Association has done that. I would like the
Minister, in the Christmas holidays, to take
the opportunity to have that yard sealed
with bitumen; because, if the Parents and
Citizens' Association spends £600 in putting
down gravel, it is up to the Minister to
spend the few pounds necessary to seal it
with bitumen.

The Minister for Education: The trouble
is that there has not been any bitumen.

Mr. CROSS: I think there will be some
available pretty soon.

Mr. Leslie: Inside information!
Mr. CROSS: I would have spoken longer,

but it is getting late and others desire to
speak. I think we should set out on a plan
to catch up on belated repairs. I can visualise
that quite a lot of money will be required.
New buildings such as technical schools will
be needed; and when the goldields towns
open up, quite a lot of money will have
to be spent there on repairs and on new
schools. I cannot see where that money is
coming from and I can sympathise with the
Minister in the task that lies ahead of him.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
(10.25): Rubella has been mentioned. I do
not know whether the Minister for Education
also mentioned the work being done at the
Children's Hospital under the direction of
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fact, every member of the Committee should
the Education Department. If he did not,
I would like to say that the Education De-
partnment has done a wonderful work at that
hospital, and it should be put on record. In
go there to see the work being done and
how wonderfully the children have improved
physically through the education they are
getting from the department. I was un-
fortunately not in the Chamber when the
Minister was making his speech, and so I
do not know whether I will he asking for
something he has already premised. For in-
stance, I would like to see free transport
for children from the North-West and
South-West and from any part of the State
to appropriate educational centres.

Mr. J. Hegney: For all childrenT

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes. Both
parents and children are at present under
great disadvantages if they happen to be
living in the backblocks. The children are
suffering educationally and parents are suf-
fering financially because they have chosen
to sacrifice themselves by livinag in these
outback places. Some of our schools, as
the Minister knows, are shamefully out of
date. They are dirty, badly-ventilated,
badly-lighted and understaffed. In one coun-
try town I visited quite recently-Ca-na-
mali-the headmaster had classes containing
children ranging from the very young to
those of j unior standard, and he felt it al-
most impossible to do the work adequately,
especially with the boys that wished to get
the Junior certificate. He worked with
them at night, freely doing overtime so
that he might do something for them. That
small town has no fewer than 30 childXen
who do not go to school locally, but are
sent* to Perth to secondary schools, because
there are no local advantages. It is well
known that even headmasters of State
schools send their children to private sec-
ondary schools because the State schools are
so overcrowded. Many of the classes con-
tain 60 children, but the private schools
have only 30 in a class.

Mr. J. Hegney: What private schools?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Any one.
Mr. J. Hegney: They are overcrowded as

well.
Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: If the hon.

member knows anything about them, lbe
knows that they limit their classes to 80.

Mr. J. Hegney: I have a son goingt
one of them.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVEH.: He does uc
go to the right one. The ordinary Stal
schools have at least 60 children in man
of the classes. I visited a school today n(
more than a couple of miles from here an
in one smail classroom. with a galvanise
iron roof the lights were on at half pai
ten. There was no ventilation and ti
room was unbearably hot. If I had bee
a teacher, I would not have stayed then
All that was needed was plenty of wvit
dows. That teacher was thoroughly dii
gusted with the conditions. It is well know
that in education our children are exceec
ingly backward. I do not think there ax
three per cent. of the children of the Stat
schools taking their Junior examination i
this State who get the certificate. I ha
that from the Teachers' Journal. Am
right?

The Minister for Education: No. Tb
State average is over 60 per cent., and c
those from country schools who sit for tb
Junior those getting a certificate average 8
per ce~t.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: They do nc
get their Junior certificate, according to tb
Teachers' Journal.

The Minister for Education: Yes, they di
Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: In Anierict

no less than 80 per cent. of the children cot
tinue,' after the school leaving age of tb
State schools, at the high schools and remai
until they are 17 years of age. We can a
realise that there are many difficulties i
this State because it is so large. When
was in the North-West, I was surprisedt
find that there were only 360 school childre
from Wyndham to Carnarvon. That nun
ber includes the half-castes.

I would like to say something about th
remarks of the Leader of the Oppositior
who talked of segregating the half-castes.
did not find that any of those children sul
fered a disadvantage-either whites or half
castes-through mixing together. The half
castes were particularly clean and responde
to their education remarkably well. I d
not know whether the Minister promise
hostels when he spoke last night, but if h
did not I think it necessary that they shoall
be provided in this State. If the Governmen
cannot carry this scheme into effect, it shoul
subsidis organisations or churches wit
would be willing to do so.
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Another matter I would like to put before
he Minister is that today, when visiting
cehools, I saw three or four ministers and
Lclergyman at one school, all waiting to

qive instruction to the various classes. I
Rould like to see one minister or clergyman
dive a religious service every morning rather
han have four or five each taking a period
luring one day in the week-I mean a
lergyman or minister who is approved by
dl churches. I would like to see the Educa-
ion Department assume the responsibility
if giving milk to the children at the schools.
flint is done in some other States. in

.4SWas the Minister knows, the Eda-
iation Department takes this responsibility,
ind every child in the preparatory section
)f the State schools receives so much milk
laily. One can easily distinguish the child-
'en who receive milk from the North-West
o the metropolitan schools by their physique.
.would like to see some supervision over

he lunches of the children.

I think the Minister said that teachers
tre responsible for the children during the
vhole of the school period. During the lunch
tour, the luncheon should be inspected and
nywbere outside the school grounds should

oe out of bounds for the children, except
'or those going home for'lunch. Domestic
lasses should be formed to provide suitable
unchest for all the children. I would like
o see the Education Department take on
he entire responsibility for street trading by
hildren instead of sharing it, as it does at
resent, with the Child Welfare Department.
thas been suggested by some speakers that

he Commonwealth Government should take
,ver the department. I do not agree with
bat at all. I realise that in England the
ounty councils definitely see to the educa-
ion of the children, and they are subsidised
,y the Government. At the same time, the
ouncils take on the responsibility of the
iceds of the children, and those children
.re two years ahead of Australian children,
ducationally. In addition, in 48 States of
Lmerica the same thing applies. The States
re responsible but the Federal Government
ubsidises them. In conclusion, I compli-
sent the Minister on what he has done.
Ic has been a wonderful worker since being
a this department. Everyone appreciates
,is work and the great attention he gives
o the department. But he cannot do much
i'ithout money. Therefore, I would like to
ec the Government take a bold stand on

this subject and make a large grant so that
the Minister can do something really worth
while.

3M. J. HEG24TY (Middle Swan)
[10.36]: 1 congratulate the Minister on his
fine exposition of the education policy
that the Government is pursuing and in-
tends to pursue. From a knowledge of
former Ministers, I might say that he has
certainly elevated the position of Minister
for Education. In his journeys through the
State he has expounded the education
policy and conveyed to the people what the
Government has in mind and is anxious to
do when normal times return. There are
many problems confronting the Education
Department so far as the country is con-
cerned. One is that of providing for child-
ren who are far removed from towns. The
Government has in view the establishment
of hostels that will provide for children
who live away from centres where they can
get higher education. Just before Parlia-
ment assembled, I had an opportunity to
go to the Premier's district where I saw
the correspondence system in operation. I
was much surprised at the progress made
by the children under that arrangement.
By following the lessons sent to them, they
do excellent work. They are educating
themselves, and they will later be a credit
to all concerned.

The hostel question is important from
the point of view of the country children.
The parents suffer a great disability in not
being able to arrange for their children to
get proper education. I was in the Manji-
mup district last year and came into con-
tact with many people who suffered that
disability. They were living on farms too
far from the Manjimup school for their
children to attend. There was no bus ser-
vice. The children could not go to school
at an age earlier than eight or nine, when
the parents made provision for them to
board in the town. If the department im-
proves the position of these children, it
will be rendering a great service to the
State. There are varying opinions on the
question of whether we should establish
area schools here. I have discussed the pros
and cons with some teachers, many of
whom, in my electorate, are old fashioned
enough to want to stick to the old-
fashioned system that provides for a good
basic education.
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The question of specialisation will de-
velop later on. While the department is
considering the establishment of area
schools I have no doubt it will give the
matter mature consideration. The Leader
of the Opposition suggested that the Min-
ister had taken up the question of educa-
tion hecause it was a popular one. The
Labour Government in Tasmania has popu-
larised education for many years, and the
Premier of that State is an ex-sehool
teacher. We are fortunate, in Western
Australia, in having, as the present Minis-
ter, an ex-school teacher who will bring to
bear the knowledge and experience he
gained in that profession. He has given a
fillip to education in this State. Moat
parents know how necessary it is that their
children should receive a proper education
in order to take their lplace in the life of
the community. The educational system is
one of the most important activities in the
State. The member for Nedlands. said that
we were bankrupt and must hand educa-
tion over to the Commonwealth, but at a
conference of Ministers of Education in
Adelaide some months ago it was decided
to ask the Commonwealth to provide
£:10,000,000 for educatioa in the various
States, and I think Western Australia's
share was to be £100,000. Western Aus-
tralia. could easily spend £1,000,000 on im-
proving& the schools and their equipment

We can find money for carrying on a
war, and we were said to be bankrupt after
the lost war and interest payments had to
be met, yet we carried on our schooling and
other activities in the intervening years.
When the recent war camne along we had
again to find money for war purposes. If
we can tax the people for war purposes
why cannot we tax them, in times of peace,
in order to carry on our educational activi-
ties? The memaber for Pingelly seems to
scorn that idea.

Mr. Seward: See whether the people will
pay it in peacetime.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: If they realise that
the money is being spent for a proper pur-
pose and that value is being given for it
I feel certain that people would ungrudg-
ingly pay taxation for that purpose.

Mr. Doney: I1 feel sure they would not.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: Many people in this

State are not only paying taxation to main-
tamn schools but are also paying for their
children to go to other schools. If people

[73]

will make that effort, why could not othci
sections of the population pay in order tb

get the best education possible for thei:
children in State schools? It can be done i
the right spirit permeates the people o:
the community, because people do mak4
sacrifices for their children.

The Premier: The member for Williams
Narrogin can go home now.

Mr. J. HEGNIJY: Members will not gei
home at all if they keep on interjecting
There arc 13 State schools in the electorato
that I represent and they all require atten.
tion from time to time. The money haf
been allocated for some of the most urgeni
needs, such as for surfacing the playin
fields. I hope that as soon as man powei
and bitumen are available the playing field!
at the Bayswdter and Rivervale schools wil
receive attention. They should have beer
attended to right hack in 1-933, when tho
member for Nedlands was Minister for Edu
cation. He, and all Ministers for Educa.
tion since then, have been on those groundi
and have seen what is requaired, but the jot
has not been done yet. Half of Welshpoo
is in my district and the other half in the
Canning electorate. The Education Depart
went has acquired an area in Welshpocl ant
the people in that district are looking for.
ward to the establishmwent of a modern schoo
there. For years they have used thE
Mechanics' Institute, a public building
They are looking forward to a moderr
school being erected there. I hope the Min.
ister will have it in view to establish thal
school as soon as possible.

A lot has been heard about the Oslc
lunch and a few weeks ago I saw it in ope,
ration at Rivervale. The women of thai
district arc performing an excellent servie
by providing an Oslo lunch for the childrcr
of that school. Approximately 100 chil.
dren Participate in the scheme, but a suit-
able building and suitable equipment arn
lacking. At present they are using a room
which, in the summer time, is used for wash-
ing purposes. If a small addition were
made to the school, and further washing
facilities provided, the room that is nov
being used could continue to he used to
carry on the good work. That school hi
within three miles of the city. It is- an ares
that is developing fast and the number of
children will increase substantially in the
near future. The work the women there arn
doing in providing the Oslo lunch is ex.

191,
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tremely valuable. A proposition was re-
cently put up to the Minister and I wvill take
the matter up with him shortly. 1 hope he
wvill give every help to those women in their
activities related to the Oslo lunch.

I realise that the greatest difficulty in
carrying out these improvements is the man-
power and material shortage, apart from
the lack of teachers, about which the mem-
ber for Nedlands complained. Hundreds of
sehnolteaebers joined the Fighting Services
and many of them attained high places and
have been reluctant to come out of the
Army, even when requests have been made
for them to do so. Until demobilisation is
finalised many teachers will not come hack
to the Education Department to work in
the interests of the children of this State.
Therefore, when we discuss'this Vote 12
mnonths hence, there should he apparent some
allevation of this difficulty for we can then
expect many of the male teachers to be back
in the department to carry on this very im-
portant work for the State.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10-52 p.m.

Thursday, 151h November, 1945.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.
As to Responsbility for Delay.

Hon. H. L. ROGUE asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

1, Has the Government's attention been
directed to the statement in "The West Aus-
tralian" of the 24th October, 1945, by the
Federal Minister for Post-War Reconstruc-
tion on soldier settlement?

2, Does not this statement suggest to the
uninformed that the responsibility for delay
rests with the State Governments?

3, As the contrary would appear to be
the ease in Western Australia, -will the Mlin-
ister respectfully suggest to the Premier that
a full statement on the snbjedt be made so
that the people of this State may realise that
the delay has not been occasioned by any
failure of the Western Australian Govern-
nment actively to promote settlement?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes.
2, Yes.
3, Yes.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (WAR
TIME) ELECTORAL ACT AMINhWENT.

Annulment of -Proceedings and Standing
Orders Suspension.

THE CHEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
1(itson--West) [4.351: I move (without
notice)-

That the provisions of Standing Order No.
243 having been overlooked in connection with
the second reading of the ''Legislative Coun-
cil (War Time) Electoral Act Amendment
Bill" the proceedings on the Bill, subsequent
to the firet reading, be annulled; and that so
much of the Standing Orders be suspended as
to enable the Bill to be read a third time at
this sitting.

Hon. G. W. MILES:- I second the motion.

The PRESIDENT: Is it the wish of the
House that the Chief Secretary have leave
to move, without notice, his motion? There
being no dissentient voice, leave is granted.

Question put.
The PRESIDENT:- There being more than

an absolute Majority Of Members present,
I declare the motion carried.

Question thus passed; the motion agreed
to.


